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your Titles," thant a = þ 
of your | Wi; irabargl oN pw 
brings" tic *trembling c0-" ya 
Feet with this lictle- 'Tribur 
my Duty. Methoughe wh 
all the honeſt part of the Wai 
was full of your. Praiſe, wh 
all char profeſs Loyalty. w 
Celebrating your never: dy 
Name; 1 {hou'd have I 

oti my ſelf as unworthy « ol ( 
Honour I now- aſpire” ro,/1 
amongſt the number; - ſhows 
not with all. imaginable gr: at 
rude pay my acknowtedgm ents 
for the good you havye'renc an y 
the oublick,, "46 8 'welt as. 
the Servicesyorr have. rend 
the Crown ; which ul 


Monarch; that 
are as Iftirely; rt 
him.,yow 9 pas {1a 
with _ World;or even. Life' 
ſel; and to this. Glogy youhaxe. 
artiv.d by luch difhicy}ties as: 
other. Kgres, Witg;igh. Courage -- > 
could -haye conquer.d, and, 
it have: carried your gies 
Fame eyen.above/Envy+:; | 

Nor.can the: unchinking! and 
moſt analidowe pc he mp F 
repraach;ypur-.Loxdihip 
FA rat in any of 
ces, lance alichs Wor -—Y 
when they. were. thought. .Gti- 

EY 


inal, -nvÞ evÞn' Paniſſiabls 
or fach anifrable-rime#"y : 
have ſeefi) when tveas'enouph 
* bets nar your Forri 
and almaſt* yoar- ' Liſs. 
Þday'y Rhoaop re endl 
Wour -n0oirny that undaunt 
Y Biavery,'t S pri and fre"S 
WIE” 4oyalty,that 2i0r eoncerf 
KL . TwhoiRo yal Cauſe, that you wi 
rhe! feſt deſtin'd'; dens "0 
eheflaughtor;ithe Hrltt6/be'l 
wWihod to'the' \ Mſſaciatigh Ran 
even when'you' had-nothin 
Jeft-:you' but ? Honour; Jultiaf 
and Intzocence'for yout Giizrds 
And:2s it mas be al ate 
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=} —_ grearne of your Re I : 

Li j | fUlticion g2Ve 'the tot! eonfic. | 

ib: Yerable affiſtznice eo the rirn'of i. 
thoſe Rabble-culing rites, and 


foe eeſablihing th thern'irſeheit 
you! na: right 
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right and x ili Heat * 
rub alecnbt _ 
ame: &'re 
has continued-thefty' fill: Cutider 
God' ' aid--our 'Gtheious 'Stive- 
reign )/ in the ſane Hg ; 
we apr behold: theth; and 
who hzve rea p'd'the advah- 
rages:{of > fo | pany 'S Be 
have/1now no more to 6 biit 
to expreſs-our (nſe'o irin-vott 
ſeveral degrees; ths "People by 
their Prayers,” and'the Poets" by 
cheir' :Panegyricks!' Such' 1 
would:> gladly offer”; in Inv 
mortal Songs; bur oh! the Mu- 
ſes have all taketr Wing, and 
are fled" ro. Climates'moree 
courdging: and kind;''and h 
ſcarcely-leſt behind! thern- ond 
Son inſpir'd'; ſo thatibſtea#&of 
PRONE numbers, they ate ne- 
A 4 cell» 
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celſizated ſeryilely-ro creepalh 
the Jdence'ot-oreign -Atithory 
ſtoyng the Geaerous daney:a6 
agothers/thoughs., {130705 
Of this nazure, ray Lbed, igchil 
ial. Piece which, [moſt( humy 

. bly Dedicareco your, -Lowſhigy 
"Tis a Diicqutſe of / Relighnylig: 
35ime-when we hayeſcargaas 
ny;other Theme; 'tis grow {d 
geoeral a Mode, thar even-shg 
>werd-wen are now fereer diſh. 
PUYtants' than! hererofore:theJd. 
zier' Gown:xhen, were), while 
eyery Spark of noife erigught 
( Jometunes thebeſt ofrho- Am 
gument } ſhews . his; Witiand 
&carning 98 chat ſubje&i: Bug 
hace the ſtream, tuas that ways” 
Locliey'd, it as ridicalougzo apy 
like Mrs. : Aþhigadl, *, 45: 1atchivis- 
9.49 WE) time) 
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time:)-nor ts bOarguing \bms_ 
poitesof ” Religign,” tho inever 
ſo Mal 4 propo.Byt leaftbpdah 

an undertaking I ſhould,a#ma- 
ny do, but. the more embarals a 
the Myftries of ic, we'ſhalliereac 
here only of the 'Pagan Religion, 
and of the 'abominable Cheats - \ 
of the Oracles ang Ca je 

My Author , who is of the 

French Nation,' has here giv- 

en us 2 "cpllection. of many 
diverting and uſeful remarks 

on the Ancient Religion. of.the 
Paganrand 2yory-good account 

of thoſe Ort has once made 

ſo great a.noiſe inthe World; 
and which,I believe, will not be 
unpleaſant to the Readers But - 
itin the reſule, it have butthe 
Honour of being approv'd by 
your Lordfhip I ſhall, be very 
happy, 
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THE 
P R E F A C. E 


T 0: THE, 


Hiſtory of Oracks, 


N-: long ſure Hors felt into 
my Fands'a ſmall Book writ- 
ren in Latin , de -Oraculis 
Ethnicorum, o* of #he Heathen: Ora- 
—, compoſed by. Mr. Van-Dale Do- 


for of Phy hand printed in Holland, 
ch'F found _ the Author has 
Sremeuf refute the commonly recei- 
ved uf re the ancient'Orec/es 
were delivered by: Demons,” and that 
they "ceaſed whollyar the coming of 
Jeſus Chrift. The whole Work appeared 
70 me t#be full of Knowledge in Ante» 
quity and profound Learning» Which 
gave mea great Curioſity to tranſlate 
it, that the Ladies and thoſe Geutle« 
en, who do wot muith care" to: 


"Latin, 


The Preface: 
n, might not be deprived of Jo 
Wh. and uſeful a Diſcourſe. 4 
] refleted, that: a Tranſlation Me 
Book (though ponds Et os 
wal not F 
ly vm eng For Vas 
dale wrote only . for the Learned, | 
had Reaſon to neglet thofe Orna 
and Sefrwefſes_ ». which they. 
wot efteem'; . be. cizes' a great. Nunts: 
ber of Paſſages very fairhfully, a f 
bis Yerfions are wonderful "x47 
be tranſlates from the Greek ; +» Wo 
ters alfointoa diſcuſſion of many F '" 
of Criticiſm, which, though they'at 
not always neceſſary, yet they are 
ways' carious ; and this" he dots, 
gratifie the Learned, who care Jithi@ 
for flouriſhing Refleftions, Diſcourſs 
ef Morality, or pleaſant Wit, -'' \ 
 'Bejides,, Mr. Nan-Dale makes ww 
diffeuley very oftew to interrupt tt 
Thread of bis Diſcourſe, and i. 
duce other things which preſent. theme. 
ſelves, And fron WDigrefion he /o vos - 
times. paſſes to anatherand [6 - 
La. third, And herein he. opal 
aneſe, fence thoſe. for whom he arjf 
£90 Ff 
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The Preface. 

ere fitted for the Fatigue of Reading, 
and Fr Learned Diſorder does nat at 
all embarafi or \ perplex: them.. . But 
theſe, for whoys 1 defign this Tranſle- 
tion, would have beon ver) as] 
modated, if, Thad taken thu Merbod: 
The Ladies, and the. Major. Part of + 
the'Men-of this Country, are indeed 
more pokes rhe Grate Fara: 
of Expreſſion and . Thought _ thay wit 
the me exadt Enquiries p80 Co 


eſt Arguments : And ws nu fond 
s 
e the 
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of eaſe, they defire toregd Books writ» 
ten in a facile Method, that they may 
be the leſs obliged to a traubiefome At- + 
tention. For this. Reaſon', { laid-by 
the thoughts of tranſlating, and thought 
it would be better, . preſerving the 
Foundation and principal Matter of 
the Work, to give it altogether ano- 
ther Form. fd 1 confeſs, that no 
Man can extead this Liberty. farther 
than I have done; for / have changed 
rhe whole Diſpofition of the Book, and 
have retrenched whatever appeared to 
me, either of too little Profit in it ſelf, 
or 'of too little Pleaſure to make a- 

mends for that little Profit. T have 
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The Preface. 5 
wot oMly added all the Ornament 
could think of, but many things whit 
prove or clear up what is in' Oweſtal 
«pon the ſame Subjet and the Jun 

aſſages, which Mr. Van-Dale fa vif 
ed me withal, I argae* ſometimes" 
a manner contrary to his, and 1 bt 
wot betn ſcrupulous to inſert many R@ 
ſons wholly my own : In fine, Ih 
new caſt and modeled the whole Wa 
and have put it into the ſame Ordes 
as I-ſhould have lone at firſt (to hav 
pleaſed my particalar "view )- had 'F 
had ſo niuch Knowledge as' Mr. "Vans 


{# 
Gs: 


tured to make uſe of my own W 
Fancy (fuch as it 15,) to atv 6 
Nor ſhould T have _ fail 4 to "awe" 
purſued bis Method, had Thad” to "a: 
with the fot Perſons as he hail.” And” 
if it ſeall happen that this | comes"'to- 
his K nowledoe,7 beſeech him to\ pardon” 
the Liberty F have taken, fmce it will” 
ſerve to Thy the Excellency: of his” 
Book: For certainly what belongsto him 
will ſtall appear extremely fre, tho'it6 
have paſſed through my Hands, 
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. The Preface. 

\1 hat lately. frarned two ing, 
whish dave: Abate 't0. this-"Bvo 
The firſt ont of the Fratts called *Now- A ety þ 
velles, Fe. « Now frei the Con jLetcge | 

rrorogrir eye Sg | 

Ar. i 
Divaxitylat Leiphck Ae puts A hc 
a My. ev pet He arhwn- 

cf tte Coming Jefes" Chi 
ceaſe; at the': Coming "of 

which will. be indiſputable when we 

ball have FR m5 that Queſtion;) 
but be will by ub means. yield that Da 
mons. werent the Authors of Ordcles. 
So that hedrimsſe if mates a very confede- 
rable ' Inuafron on the common Opinion, 
in alloving Oracles to extend thew- 


ſelves beyond the time of the coming of 
Chriſt; wed 37 will be a great A 


ment that they were not delive Fd 
Demons, hs. 9 the Cheats of 
on 


Preefts, if the Son of God did- A * 
cs them. *Tis certain; that actoreh 

to \ the. aſual | Accepration of 'thefe. 
ho ef orvig what deſtroys the oe © x- 
tremely: Jhakes the other,” or \ rather 
quite ruins. it c And this perhaps, after 
the: reading 'of this Book, wil 8. 
vaaely acknowledged tobe ſe But 
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© + But aha is moreremarkabledcybe 
£ found in the fame. Hook Rog "T 
So + Mabins eget wage gain 
Mr. an-Dale waxgthat God or teh 
Ifraclites-#9-x $14 
' Spirtts' Python,wheace be ia i ude; 
Pythonyhbat u 20 ſay th 


managed the 


has. is 
their Aid: that) the.\Ghoſh-vafi"'Su 
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was made to appear-MriN anxDale: may ] 


anſwer what: he pleaſes,but far: my par 
1 declare; that wnder.the- Sug 


cles, 1 do. no «1504 :74\ctwr 
i ; 


Magick: : /u which it 15. no 
I but that Dzmans. art 
nor is it comprehended.in: 
monly underſtand by the wore: [Ai 
wot even according to the. Sol a of 
ancient Heathens, who on.0we 

garded Oracles with Reſpeit;as's' 
of their Religion,and on the'otber:Hatd 
bada Horror for Magick,as well axwe 
To £0 and conſult a OIMANCET, jp 
Jome-Witch-of Thellaly ,. like\ Eric 
in Lucan, was not called, going. to'ah 
Oracle; and. if we mark it, this: fot - 
Hiom is trueeven according to the nh 

won Opiniongobich afiros og Or 
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The Preface. 
eaſed at the — of Chriſt, and yet 
o Man can pretend that” Magick then 

aſed.So that' the Objettiomof Mr.Ma- 
pins makes nothing againſt me,af he take 
he word [Oracle} wn its ordinary and 
atural Sipnification, as well ancient as 
odery; © | 5 
The ſecond thing I have to fdeak of 
is, that I am advertiſed that the Re 
verend Father Thomaſin, a Prieſt of 
the Oratory ;famous for ſo many excel? 
nt Books wherein he has joined ſolid 
Piety to Profound Learning, has taken 
rom this Book the Honour "of firſt 
broaching this Paradox, by treating O# 
racles as meet. Knavery (in his -Book 
talled, FheMerhod of Study, and of 
reaching; the Poers to Chriſtn Chile 
dren.) 7 confeſs I w.s a little troubs - 
led at this, but I pacifredmy ſelf with 
reading. the twenty first Chapter of the 
eleventh Book of this Method, where 
f found nothing relating to my - Opinis 
ons ſave only that in the nineteenth 
Article; there are awvery fewwords.to 
the following Sence ; Fhe true Reafn 
(fays he) why Silence was impoſe 
62 Oracles; was, becauſe by the invo- 
| 4 ___ eationt 
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cation of the Divine Word, truthl 
. enlightned the World; and ff 
bedetaboiadivce of Light'far di fere 
from what was before,by which M 
are emancipated from the Iv 
Augurs and Aſtrologers, theObſen 
tions of the ey = and 
eſt part of Oracles :-W 
BN but Impoſtures , - whe y 
Men deceived one another with-ol 
feure Words that borea double $ 
In fine, i there were Oracles,invehi | 
the Deyil ſpoke, che coming © of ulalil 
Txcarnare Truth condemned: the 4 | 
| | 2a of Lyes to an eternal Silence | 
owever very - certain - that" Dzmogrlil 
were conſulted, whenever Men. | 
Recourſe to Jockiatanives and- / | 
gick.as Lucan reports of Pompey tl 
younger ,- and .as- the bens '* | 
fores'\ us concerning Saul.  £ 7 | 
that 7n fach a great "> reatiſe; 'w hr 
mentions Oracles but bythe biandi h 
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without dny Deſign of ſearching 10 - 
the _—_ the matter )it is enough 


te the moſt part of- Oracles-t# 
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attribu 
the Contrivances and Dectits of 4 
and to make a Queſtion whether 


i 


=y Bn PW * , 
= 


Fhe Prefags 
were any of them at all in which Da 
al lata «4 to aJow the 

mons #0 farther Imployment thas 
comes withzn. the Compaſs of Incanta- 
tious and Maggrck ; amd in fing to prove 
that Crnenes wo not. becauſe hs 
Son of God ixppoſed Silence.on em, 4 
of a ſudden; but becauſe the maſt en- 
lightned Wits: were diſabuſed by the 
Pub{ication of the Goſpel : Which ſtill 
ſuppoſes that thaſe humane Artifices 
could not be detetfed in a little time. 
However in my Opinion 4 (Zueſtion de- 
cided in ſo few Words ought to be 
treated of a-new, and that in all its 
natural Extent, without any Mans 
being offended by the Repetition; for 
'tis putting in great, what the World - 
has hitherro feen but only in little;and 
fo in little, chat its Objeits are ſcarce 
perceptible. 

' [know not whether it be permitted 
me toenlarge my Preface, by making 4 
ſhort Obſervat ion upon the $ tile 1 fad 
uſe,which is. familiar, and after the 
manner of converſing : And I Imagine 
that 1 entertain my Reader ſo much 
the more pleafingly, becauſe I muſt, as 

BF, OR 


The Preface: 3 
it werb, diſpute with him: . Autl-th 
matter which I have in Hand, be 
often capable enough of being turued 
into Ridlicule, engaged me in a Manitet 
Bedrares, far different from that of 
Sublime ; fince I at of Opinion tha , 
none dught to write loftilyy" but "We 
that writes in Defence of himſelf, if 
}s ſolittle natural. I tonfeſs,” that 
the low Stike is yet ſomething worſe, 
But there s a Medium of a very gre 
Latttulde ; yet "tis ' mighty. hard" 
take that Pitchwhich is neceſſary, ans 
to Reep Ready to it: &Y 
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DRACLES. 
Y deſign is not togive you 
: direftly an Hiſtory of 0r4- 
; \c/es; I only intend to argue 
zainſt that common Opinion whicts- 
ttributes 'em to Demons, and will 
have 'em to ceaſe at the coming of 
feſus Chriſt. In doing this 'tis ne-« 
ſary that I run' through the whole 
iſtory of / Oracles, that I unfold- 
heir Originals, their Progreſs, the 
liflerent Manners in -which they: 
ere deliver'd ; and laſtly their Des 
tay, With the fame exaAneſs as if I: 
ere in theſe matters purſuing the 
atural and Hiſtorical Order. _ : 
B It 
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The Hi Frory dof Oracles. b- 
It [is not at all fur | 
Philoſophers ſhou'd have fo | 
trouble in finding out the ſecrets 
Nature,her Principles being hl Ide 
that 'tis raſhnels in Men to think 
diſcover 'em., But, when we have! 
more to db, buſt to enqaire whethe 
the Oracles were a Trick and Artif 
of the heathen Prieſts, or not, anda 
Ted time they ccasd, Wor” | liesh 
difiiculty 2 Cannot wet 
poſed on evety tay, ary 7 66 
other Men'may have been deceive 
_ er deceived? But eſpecially wir 
whole matter "turns upon t 
when 0ractes ceaſed, vers © can't 
difficulty be? There are marny/Boak 
thac treat of Oraclesy ſer us fee th . 
forein what time or in whav'Age 
laſt Oracles, of which we have 
khowledge, were deliverd. i 11 
Men are not willing to filler 
dcciſzon 'of things to be. 200/ - 
” and therefore they mall therric 
| hr with truths, andvſo''c 
reater. perplexities than ive: L 
" rally found therein; and thoſe fan 
; Bs which'our _ rame/givea 
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The Hiftorg of Oracke. 


the moſt Ma Fay: le.Andin my 
Opinion i by "ne "EN hath 
M be fkculty zn' If 
hat We pur pi ave raiſed 
in it 5,QWN 1 2 matter of W 
:M among the Pagans, and be- 
anus {9 without any neceſſiry + 4- 
opgit Chriſtians, and on both fides 
"44 ed with prejudices which 
obſcure the cleareſt truths. 
A I cont that prejudices are got in 
theeplo Egon, to a true as well 
85a falle ig100 ; for they Re! N 
chieflyjn the i ſe. which 1s only the the 
cantriyance of hympaye Wit;bur in the 
true{ which, is the produ@ion of God 
Aone,) there *wou'd gone be- ever 
Jopn uf hamane Wit cou d be preven- 
ted from Jlargrmedling agd Mixin 
ſamething of its own with it; for all 
15 new inventions. are. but prejudices 
without ground, and i it isnot able to 
add any thing real grfolid to the great 
work of, . Nevertheleſs. theſe,pre- 
judices,that are,in Fe true Religion 
are, as Imay, Hi þ cloſely interwo- 
ven with. 1t, that they have drawn 
that reſpect to ,themſclves which 1s 
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only 
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The Hiftory of Oraches, © 
only due to the true Religion; and: 
we dare not find fault with the one 
for fear of attacking at theſame im 2 
ſomething that is holy in the -Othg 
T do not reproach this exceſs of 7-1 
ligion in thoſe that are capable of d| 
cerning, but rather praiſe” it ; ye 
whatever Commendations any | 
deferve , we cannot but confels that 
a juſt medium 1s much the afel 
courſe ; and that 1t is raore reaſons: 
ble to remove error from. tr th, 


than to venerate error becauſe it? 


o 
<4» 


mix d with truth. Cr us 
been alwaies able to ſtand of us| 


ES 
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without falſe proofs;bur it is at pre 
rendred more ſo than ever, by Ul 
pains the great Men of this Age hawe 
taken to Eſtabliſhit on true foundats 
ons with greater Power and tort 
than ever the Ancients did; and me 
ought to be fill'd with ſo juſt a cot 
fidence of our Religion as to rejetal 
falſe advanitages,tho they may beulp 
ful to a weaker party. Having ld 

I frank oldly to 


this foundation nce boldly to 
_ provethat Oracles,of what nature& 


ever,were not deliver'd by- Daw 
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The Fiiftory of Oracles. 
nd that they did not ceaſe at the co- 
ing 'of Feſus Chri#f. Each of which 
= deſerves a particular dif- 
OUTriCc, , | 
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THE 


FIRST DISCOURSE 


That Oracles were not given by Dx- 
Mons. 


T is certain that there are De- 
NE mons, evil Geniz, and Spirits Con» 
demn'd to eternal Puniſhment. Re- 
gion teaches us that; and if ſo, then 
bur reaſon maſt tell us that theſe Pe» 
#5 might have animated Statues, 
and delivered Oracles, if God had 
permitted them ſo to do. We are 
therefore only to inquire whether 
they had ſuch a permiſſion or not. 
'Tis only than a mgtter of fact 
which is in diſpute ; and this matter 
of fact depending wholly on the will 
of God, it is certain that it would 
have been revealed to us, if the 
B 3 knows 
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The H; ſtory of Oh” "J 
knowledge thereof were .necellary, 
But the Holy Scriptures do riot ac Y 
us any where that Oracles were. lel « 
ver'd by Demons ; and therefgrey 
are at liberty to chooſe which fid 
we will take in this matter ; for it is 
of the number of thofe things trngs 1 
tle Divine Wiftom has thboght 
to leave to our own deciſion. 

Now it i$4prexd vn by the. whalt 
World, that there-was ſomething fiþ 
pernatural in Oracles; the _ of 
which is caftly found, as to Wat 
gards the. preſent Age : ; For ſinct 
was believ'd in the firſt Ages of 
Chriſtianity that Orac/es were =y 
ver'd by Demons, this ſeems a 
cient cauſe for us to believe it now; 
for whatever was the opinion, of the 
Ancierits,go0d or bad, it was alwaies 
favourably received ; and what thgj: 
themſelves cou'd not prove. by 
cient Reaſons, is in our days, prov. 
by their Authority alone. _ If 
forelaw this, they did very . 
togive themſelves the trouble of re 
fomng too-nicely, But. ys Ou 
after the reaſons which obl 
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Primitive Chriſtians to believe that 
Oracles had ſomething fupernatu- 
ral in 'em,and we ſhall afterwards try 
whether they were ſound and folid, 
or not. 


——_— 


CHAP. I. 


The firſt Reaſon why the Primitiye 
Chriſtians believed that Oracles 
ere delivered by Dzmons,and 
the ſurprizing Hiſtories that were 
publiſh d concerning Oracles and 


Genil. 


' A Neiquity is full of abundance of 
A wonderful Hiſtories and Ora» 
cles,which.as it is believ'd,muſt needs 
be attributed to ſpirits : 1 will relate 
ſome few examples, which ſhall ſerve 


For a taſte of what the reſt were. , - 


pen'd to the Pilot Thamus : His 

being one evening near certain [fla 

in the AZzean Sea, the Winds were 
| B 4 huſh' 


All the World knows what 1 
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The Hiſtory of Oracles. 
huſh'd on a ſuddain, and the Wave 
ceas'd their motion : all the Paſſes 
gers were awake, and the greatelt 
' part of 'em paſſing their time 
drinking one with anorher, whenga 
a ſuddain they heard a Voice which 
came from the Iſlands, and call'd-# 
loud, Thamus. Thamus ſuffer'd himſelf 
to be call'd thrice before he return 
an anſwer, and then the Voice come 
manded him, that when he didar- 
rive at a certain place, he ſhonld ory 
out,7hat thegreat Pan was dead.There 
was-not a Man-inthe Ship who was 
not ſeiz'd with fear and dread at thee 
words, and they all conſulted whe 
ther 7hamus ought to obey the Voice! 
or not;but7hamu reſolv'd that if when 
they were arrived at the appointed 
Place, there were Wind enough to 
Sail onwards,he would paſs by with» 
out ſaying any thing; but if a calm 
happen'd to keep him- there, he then 
would acquit himſelf of the ot- 
der he had receiv'd. And fo finding 
himſelf to be ſurpriz'd with a wr 
in that very place, he cry'd out wi 
all his force,7hat the Great Pan: ps) f 

dead. 


The Hiſtory of Oradl, * ' g 
dead. - Scarce had { he. given over 
ſpeaking, but they heard from every 
{ide Groans, and Complaints as of a 
great multitude ſurpriz'd and Afﬀi- 

Qed at this news.. All thoſe who - 
were in the Ship were witneſſes of 
this Accident ; the Fame of which 
ſpread it ſelf in a little time, as far as 
Rome; and the Emperor 7iberius ha- 
ving a deſire to ſee Thamus himſelf, 
aſlembled a great number of Pagan 
Priefts to know of them wins 
great Pan was, and it was concluded 
that he was the Son of Mercury and 
Penelope. Thus in Plutarch's Dia- 
logues ( where he treats of the Ceſla- 
tion of Oracles ) Cleombrotus tells 
this ſtory, and fays he had it of F- 
pitherfis his Grammar-Maſter ,, who 
was in the Ship with 7hamus when 
this wonder happend. | 
Thulis was, a King of Egypt, whoſe Saides. 
Empire extended it ſelf as far as the 
Ocean: It is he who (as they faid ) 
gave the Name of 7hale tothe Iſle 
now called 7el/and. His Empire rea- 
ching thither was of a.large extent , 
and the King puft'd up with OE 
is 
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his Succeſs and Proficety ol l 
the Oracle of Serapis, and thus hy he 
ſpake to it : 7hou that art the ( 
of Fire, and who governeſt the Con 
of the Heavens, tell me the TFrut 
Was there ever, or will there ever þ 


one ſo Puiſſant as my ſelf ? - 


The Oracle auſwered him t bus... 
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Firſt God , then the Word a 

Sptrit, allmm— uniting it Ont, 

ower can never end. Go hence "i 
mediately, O. Mortal, whoſe _ 1 
always wncertain. And Thulis at 1 
going thence had his Throat cut. 

' Fuſebius has colle&ed from t 
Wrtings of Porphyrius theſe folic 
ing Oracl/es. 

I. Groan 'ye Tripodes,, 
leaves you ; Je i is forced to leave \you 
by a Celeitial Light. _ ba 
been, ts, and ever ill be: 

Japiter! Alas! My TA Ori 
are nv more. 
', t. The Voice can return wo -* 


the Pricfteſs, ſhe is condemn d toSh 
leg 


1754 Mita of Orcs) Te 
wt. Make ſich Sacrifftes ty Apol-' 
o, as afe worth ho hs 
3. Unhappy Prieft, (laid Apolo tt 
pie of his Þriefts. Interrogate me 
vo rHrore concerntie the Holy Father, 
bis only Son, Mor the Spirit which is 
he Soul of all things : Ir is this Spj- 
it that chaſes me Tor ever from theſe 
Ibodes. LEO 
Auguſtiis nw grown old, and des SuiderNe- 
ſigning to chooſe a Surcelſor, went —_ 


0 conſult the Orarte of Delphos, The 
Jracle returned nd Anſwer, al h 
Auguſtus Tpted no Sactifice | out 


the End he drew from it this fol 
lowing : 

The Hebrew ve ms yo whom all 
the Gods pay Obedience , chaſes me 
hence and ſends me thto Hell, There- 
fore quit this Temple without fpruking 
any more. NE 

It is eafie to ſeethat npon the Cre- 
dit of fuchlike Hiſtories they grotmd 
their Opinion, who ſay, that De- 
mons Employed themſelves in pro- 
nouncing Orac/zs, This (great Pas 
(who diedin the Reign of 7iterius, 
as well as Feſus Chriſt) is the _ 

an 
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and Prince of the Demons , whith 
Empire was ruined by the Deatli of 
ſofaving tothe Univerſe:Or,ifth 
xplanation do not pleaſe you, (& 


T hope we may without Impiety Ve 


diflerent Solutions of the ſame thing; 
it be of a religious concem) 
this great Pax was Jeſus Chri/t-hums 
ſelf: Whoſe Death cauſed ſo genenl 
a Grief and Conſternation among the 
Demons, who from that time could 
no more exerciſe their Tyranny over 
Mankind: Thus a way has been found 
out to give a double account who 
this great Pan was. W. 
Could the Oracle delivered to King 
Thulis ( an Oracle fo poſitive con» 
cerning the Holy Trinity) be a Iu 
mane Fiction 2 How-could the Prielt 
of Serapis have divined fo great # 
Myſtery, unknown then to all the 
World, and even to-the Jews thems 
ſelves 2 | 
_ . Tf theſe Oracles were delivered by 
Prieſts, who were Impoſtors, wha 
could oblige them to diſcredit them- 
ſelves, and publiſh the Ceffation & 
their own gainful Oracles 2 Is it not: 
| - - * vid 
*x0 
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The Eliftry of Oral: 15 
viſible, that God forced Demons 'to 
bear Witneſs to' the Truth 7: Beſides, 
why did the Oractes ceaſe; "if they 
were only deliver'd by Prieſts $574.21 
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CHAP. Il. 


The Second Reaſon ny the Prins 
tive Chriſtians believed that Ora- 
cles were ſupernatural, 

of this. Opinion vi 


the S hg of Chrifanicy. 


fAT thief tre Des habit 

> rice all6wed by 'Chriſtianiry, 

it was natural afid © calie enough to 
attribute tothemi'the Ability of 'per- 
forming any thing that is Great and 
| Wonderful” Kr not to refaſe* them 
the Power of delivering Ordule?, ind 
etl any other Pagan Miracles, 
which ſeemed'to have need of their 
**Aſfiſtance. And thus the Ancients 
ved themſelves the trouble 'of en- 


, tring 


i ÞVÞrHipyetrader © 
ring intos firict enguiry about'Mg 
ters which would be tedious as. 
pe Far all that was ſfurprg 
extraqrdigary was Wichout ARYA 7 
ado aſcribed to theſe Demons : And 


this alone they thought 2 ſufficient 
Confirmation of their Exiſtence,'al n 


of the Religion j jt {Flt Flat. yarran d 


it. 


#1098 it is certain, » + 


them is very Oy made "out , 5 wy 
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hinder - the Eſtabliſhment'!'6f | his 
Kingdom -' over "all ' the ' Workd: 
There is ſuch a ſorr'of Happineſs : in 
o_ ThRonghs that | do-not wonder 
it has tniade o great a Progrefs; 'This 
ew hobipendren, aha gpeers bod 
we focaſifyarcord, and which 
porſndocP us, beruſe we ure willing 
to believe. | 
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CHAP: It. 


the Thid Rein! the TY 


 (briſtiansatghen from: the 4e 
We Opmean with 


*, greemetr 
tle'Philoſophy of Plaro. 


\ [vera Philoſofby was ak 

| ;| 48Ahat'of was'f 
ng! the Firſt" Abt5"of 'the Church: 
The Pagans intereſted thernſetves a- 


mongſtallthe 8 Seas of Philc- 


ſophers;” but #h&-Conformiry Which 
Platd's was found to have with Reli- 


"gion, tnade almoſt all rhe krowing 


Chriſtians 
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Chriſtians of that Set. Thence cams 
the mighty Eſteem they had of Ries 
to : They looked upon him as a.Jorx 
of Prophet who had' fore-told-/ many 
important Points of Chtiſtianity.y}@ 
ſpecially. that of -the Holy: Trinayy 
(which we cannot.deny to be,cleat 
enough contained in his Writingss 
Nay, they went ſo far as totake.thy 
Works for Comments on -the Ser 
pture ; and to conceive the Ne . 
the Word, as he conceived it. He: 
repreſented God ſo elevated abovehis 
C ms WE _ believe that 
they were immediately-maderhy, his 
Hands: and therefore A ut be eel 
ther and him'this /Yore, as & egrees 
by which the Actions bf God'mypht 
paſs down'to \tberp :; The: Chriftans 
had the like Idea of Feſus Chriſt: d 
this may perhaps.be the Reaſon wh: 
no Herefic has been. more . geneflly” 
received and maintained with: gres? 
ter heat than Arriani 4 a 
This Platoniſmthen (which:ſcems 
ro Honour the,'Chuiſtian Religion 
by countenancing, it ), was very; full 
of Notions about Demons-: And 
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The Hiſtory of Oracles. C4 
thence they eaſily paſs'd into.that O- 
pinion whieh the old Chriſtians had 
of Oracles. | 
Plato (aid, that Demons were of 
a middle Nature, between God: and 
Man ; that they were the acnal Ge- 
ii appointed to hold a Commerce, 
detween Godand us ; thataltho they 
ere near. us, yet we ccu'd not fee 
hem ; that they penetrated into 
ill our Thoughts ; that they had a 
ove for the Good, and a Hatred for 
he.Bad ; and that it was for their 
onour that ſuch variety of Sacrifi- 
es, and fo many difterent Ceremo- 
ics were appointed : But it doesnot 
all appear, that P/atoacknowledg- 
d any evil Dzmons, to which might. 
e attributed the management of the 
Illuſions of Oracles. Plutarch, not- 
vithſtanding,aſfures us,that Plato was 
jot ignorant of them; and among(t 
he Platonical Philofophers,the thing. 
$ out of opnrag * Euſebins int his £- "Mſg 
angelical Preparations, retites a great 7 eee 
umber of Pallapes out of Porphyri- an. th 
, Where that Pagan Philoſopher af+4-5.6- : 
ares us, that evil Demons are the 
C Authors 
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The Hiſtory of Oracles, "3 
Authors of Enchantments , PM , 
and Witch-Crafts ; that the 
our Eyes with Spedres, autos 
and Apparitions; that lying is 
ſential to their Nature ; that the 
raiſe in us the greateſt part of'a 
Paſſions; and that they have an Am 
bition to paſs with us for Gods ; thy 
their aerial and ſpiritual Bodies | re 
nouriſhed with Suffumigations, 
with the Blood and Fat of Sacrihes 
and that 'tis only theſe that imply 
themſelves in giving Oracles, a 1d 
whom this Task fo full of Fr: 


aſſign'd: in ſhort at the Head oth 
Troop of evil Demons he f , 
Hecate and Serapis. £1 


Tertullin Jamblichas, another Platonittia W 
sn bis A- fad as much. And the gra ar 


J 
Foo of theſe things being/ true, the C 


ſtians received them all with .) 
and have added to them beſides? 
little of their own : As for Exampk 
that the Pzmons ſtole from the! 
tings of the Prophets ſome Rn 
lecige of things to come z and, » 
Honour by it in-their Oracles.' 


The Hiſtory of Oracles, 

This Syſtemofthe ancient Chriſti- 
ns had this Advantage, that it dif- 
overed to the Pagans by their own 
rinciples, the Original of their falſe 
Vorſhip, and the Source of thoſe Er- 
yrs Which they always embraced. 
hey were perſwaded that there was 
dmething ſupernatural in their Ora» 
es; and the Chriſtians, who were 
ways diſputing againſt them, did 
ot deſire to confute this Opinion. 

hus by Demons (which both Par- 
es believed to be concerned in the O- 
acles, )they explicated all that was ſu- 
2rnatural in them. They acknows- 

ded indeed that this fort of ordina- 

Miracles were wrought in the Pa- 
zz Religion ; but then they ruined 
lis Advantage again , by imputing 
zem to ſuch Authors as evil Spirits. 

nd this way of convincing, was 

ore ſhort and eaſie, than to -con- 
adict the Miracle it {alf, by a long 
rain of Enquiries and Argumgnts. 
us Fhave given you the manner 

dw that Opinion which the firlt A- 

s of the Church had of the Pager 


acles was grounded, I mightro the 
C 2 three 
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The Hiftory of Oracles. ** 
three Reaſons, which I have alreldy 
brought, add a fourth of no leſs An 
thority perhaps than thoſe: Thaty 
That in the Suppoſition of Oracle 
being given by Demons , there j 
ſomething miraculous : And' if y 
conſider the humor of Mankind a lit 
tle, we ſhall find how much we an 
taken with any thing that is Mirath 
lous. But I do not intend to enlargt 
my ſelf on this Reflection ; for thok 
that think upon it, willeafily behien 
me, and thoſe that do not, will ye 
haps give it no credit, notwithſtand 
ing all my Arguments. 4 
Let us now examine the feve 
Reaſons which Men have had to It 
lieve Oracles to be Supernatural. 


CHAT: 


That the ſurprigins Hiftaries 
'"Oracles ought to be ſuſpeFted, 


T is very difficult to give an A 
count of thoſe Stories and C 


: 
Fell, 


2 2 


The Hiftory of Oracles, 
yhich we have mentionelJ, without 
aving Recourſe to Demons. But 
he Queſtion is, Whether they be 
rue ? Letus beaſſured of the Matter 
pf Fat, before we trouble our ſelves 
xith enquiring into the Cauſe. Ir is 
rue, that this Method is too flow 
nd dull for the greateſt part of Man- 
ind, who run naturally to the Cauſe, 
nd paſs over the truth of the matter 
f Fat; but for my part, I will not_ 
te ſo ridiculous as to findout a Cauſe 
or what is not, 
This kind of Misfortune happened 
d pleaſantly at the end of the. laſt 
loe, to ſome Learned Germans, that 
cannot forbear ſpeaking of it. * In 
the Year 1593, therewas a Report 
that the Teeth of a Child of - 
leja of ſeven Years old,dropp'd out, 
and that one of Gold came in the 
Place of one ' of his great Teeth- 
Horſtias, a Phyſician in the Uni- 
verſity of ZZelm/tad, wrote in the 
Year 1595 the Hiſtory of this 
Tooth, and pretends that it was 
partly natural, and partly miracu- 
lous, and that it was ſent from God 
| C 3 «to 
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The Hiſtory of Oracles. © 
& tothis Infant, to comfort-the Chyts 
&« Bians who were then afflicted by 
« the Turks, Now fanſie to your 
ſelf what a Conſolationthis was, and 
what this Tooth could ſignifie, either 
to the Chriftians or the Turks, Wn 
the ſame Year ( thar this Tooth 
might not want for Hiſtorians) one 
Rolandus wrote a Book of it : Ty 

Years after, [gol/f7eterus , another: 
Learned Man,wrote againſt the Op 

nion of Rolandus concerning this gok 
den Tooth ; and Ro/andus preſently 
makes a Learned Reply. Anothe 
Great Man , named Libavius, Ol 
lected all that had been faid of the 
Tooth, to which he added his own 
Opinion. In fine there wanted'n6 
.thing to ſo many famous Works, but 
only the truth of its being a golden 
Tooth. For whena Gold-Smith had 
examined it, he found,” that 1t 'W# 
only a thin Plate of Goldfixed to the 
Tooth with'a great deal"of At 
Thus they firſt went about to coll 

pile Books, and afterwards they cov 
ſulted the Gold-Smith. Sl 


d. . 
— a + 7 — = "wy. + % 
” IF 
b » 


The Fliftory of Oracles, 9G +5 

Nothing is more natural than todo 
the fame thing in all other caſes. And 
I am not ſo convinc'd of our Jgno- 
rance by the things that are, and of 
which the Reaſons are unknown, as 
by thoſe whichare not,and for which 
we yet find out Reaſons.That is to fay, 
as we want thoſe Principles that lead 
us to truth,ſo we have thoſe which a- 
ree exceeding well with error and 
Elſehood. | 

Some Learned Phyſicians have 
found out the reaſon why Places un- 
der Ground are hot in the Winter and 
cool -in the Summer $ and greater 
Phyſicians have ſince difcoverd that 
they are not ſo. 

Hiſtorxeal Enquiries are mach 
more liable to this error. For when'we 
argue from what is faid in Hiſtory, 
what aſſurances have we that theſe 
Hiſtorians have never been byaſled, 
nor credulous, nor miſinform'd, nor 
negligent? *Tis neceſfary therefore 
that we ſhould look out for one, that 
has been an Eye-witneſs of all thoſe 
things of which he 'writes, uncort- 
cer'd by Intereſt,and diligent. But 

C 4 . elpe- 
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The Hiſtory of: Oracles. L. 


eſpecially when Men write of ſuck 
matters of Fact,as have a Relation ty 
Religion,it is very hard not-to lavout 
( according to the party of 'whieh 
they are) a falſe Religion with'tholg 
advantages that are not due to-it; of 
not to give 2 true one thoſe falk 
aſliſtances of which it has no need? 
And yet we may be aſſured that we 
can never add more trurhto whats 
true already, nor make that. tru 
which is falſe. _ \ 
Some Chriſtians in the firſt Agg 
for want of having teen convinced! 
of this, Maxim have fſuffer'd- then 
ſelves,in _ of Chriſtianity, tows 
troduce ſuppoſitions bold enough; 
which the ſounder part of Chriſta 
have been fain afterwards to diſowmy 
ThisInconſiderate zeal has produces: 
great number of Apocryphal | 
to which were given the Nan 
Pagan or Jewiſh Authors ; for tit 
Church,having to do with theſe two: 
forts of Enemies, what was more 
advantageous to her than , to. fight 
em with their own Weapons,by pr 
ducing Books, which, tho'.'mages 
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The Hiſtory of Oracles, 
$ was pretended, by their own pars 
y were written, nevertheleſs very 
uch in favorr of Chriſtianity? But 
hilt they ſtrained the point too far, 
odraw from thoſe counterfert works 
ame very great benefit to their Reli- 
710n, they. gained none at all; for the 
learneſsof the manner in which they 
ere written, betray 'd them; and our 
yſteries are therein ſo plainly un- 


15 


folded, that the Prophets of the Old / 


and New Teſtament underſtood: no- | 


thing in compariſon of . thoſe Fe- 
wiſh and Pagan Authors. And which 
vay ſoever Men tutn themſelves to 
fave the reputation of thoſe Books, 
they will find in. their too great clear- 
neſs a difficulty not to: be ſurmoun- 
ted. If fome Chriſtians fathered ſpu- 
rious Books on Pagans and Jews,He- 
reticks found: the way of doing the 
lize on the Orthodox. There: was no- 
thing 40 be met with but falſe Go- 
ſpels,falſe Epiſtles.of-rhe 4pof7les,and 
falſe Hiſtories of their Lives ; and nos 
thing but an effect of the Divine Pro- 


vidence could -have ſeparated the 


truth from ſo many Apocryphal 
Works,as confounded it. Some 
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Some great Men of the Clund 
have ſometimes been deceived eiths 
by the ſpurious works of ZZeretieh 
fathered upon the Orthodox, ' or by 
what the Chriſtians father upon'tl 
Jews; but ofteneſt by the latter: Fay 
they ſeldom examine ſtrialy enough 
that which ſeems favourable toRelig 
on; theheat with which they contell 
for ſo: good a Cauſe,not giving them 
the leiſure to make a good Choited 
their Weapons. This is the reaſon tha 
they have hapned ſometimes ro tllake 
uſe of the Books of the $S:byls ofa 
thoſe of Hermes 7riſmegiftus King ol 
Egypt. W. 

We do not intend by this to/ We 
ken the Authority,or to leſſentheMe 
rit of thoſe great.Men. © For after we 

| ſhall haveexamin'dall theerrors,(into 
which perhaps they have fallen*on 
ſome certain ſubjects,) there will yt 
remaine abundance: of ſolid *Realo- 
nings, and very curious diſcover 
whiclr are worthy of - our- hightlt 
Admiration. And if, with' the tia 
proofs of our Religion, they: have lelt 
us others which may be foſpoQe 
ff 2:0 
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5our part to receive that only which 

is legitimate;and to pardon their zeal, 
ho have furniſhd us with more 
prootsthan there was any neceflityſfor. 
I am not at all ſurprizd that this 
ſame Zeal has convinced 'em of the 
ruth of I know not how many Ora- 
cles, advantageous to their Religion, 
which paſled tor currant in the firſt 
Ages of the Church. The Authors of 
the Books of the $44y/s, and thoſe of 
Hermes Triſmegiſtus, were allo pros 
bably the Authors of theſe Oraclesat 
leaſt it was more eafie to feign them, 
than to counterfeit intire Volumes, 
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heathen, and yet Exſebius other 
great Authors have given it the Res» 
putation of being believed. It 1s in- 
mediately followed'in Plutarch with 
a Relation ſo ridiculous, thar it will 
be ſufficient wholly to diſcredit 
the other. For Demerr:us ſaics there, 
that the moſt part of the Iflands near 
England ave'defert and Conſecrated 
to Demons and Hepes, and that he, 
being ſent by the Emperor: to diſco» 
ver theſe Iſlands,chanced to.hnd up» 
= On 
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on one of thoſe that were Peopledand 
that, a little time after his Arrival 
there happen'da Tempeſt and ternible 
claps of Thunder and Lightning 
which made the People of the- Coun» 
try conclude that ſome one of thei 
Principal Dazmons was dead; becauſe: 
their Death's were alwaies attended. 
with ſomething ſtrange and Horrible: 
To this Demetrius adds, that one of 
thoſe Iſlands was the Priſon of Stars: 
who was kept there by Briareus,and 
was Buried in a Profound ſleep(which 
methinks ſhould render the cuſtody'F, 
of the Giant very needleſs) income 
paſs d with an infinite number of Das 
mons lying at his feet as ſlaves. 
Has not Demetrius made a Verge 


4 


curious Relation of this Voyage?And: 
is 1t not pleaſant to ſee ſuch a Philos 
ſopher as Plutarch coldly relate to us: 
fuch Wonderful things? It is not!” 
without reaſon that Zerodotus is & 
ſeemed the father of Hiſtory; and all 
the Greek Writers of that kind areon 
that account his offspring, and pat»: 
take of his Genius, They have ſome-* 
what of truth, but more of wor 7 
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ful and ampſing ſtories. But ler it 
be how it will, it were ſufficient al- 
moſtto refute the Hiſtory of Thamwus 
(thoit had noother defeR ) to have 
been found in the ſame Treatiſe with 
the Demons of Demetrius. 
But beſides this, it cannot receive 
a reaſonable interpretation. For if the 
Great God Pan were a Demon, could 
not the D#mons have ſent oneanother 
anaccount of oneof theirDeaths,with- 
out employing 7hamus to that end ? 
Have they no other way of infor- 
ming one angther of news 2? And, 
on the other ſide, can they be fo im- | 
prudent as to diſcover to Men their 
Misfortunes and the-weakneſs of their 
Natures 2 God compell d 'em, per- 
haps,you will fay.Then God had ſome 
deſign in doing fo; But let us ſee 
what follow-d thereupon; there was 
no Perſon that was converted from 
Paganiſm by having heard of the 
Death of the great God Pax. It was 
declared that he was the S6n of Mer- 
cury and Penelopeand that it vas not 
he that was acknowledg'd in 4-ca- 
dia for ſupream God ot all ( as his 
Name 
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Name imports; ) and therefore "the 
the voice had named him the gre 
Pan , yet he was underſtood" 
be but the little Par, whoſe Deal 
was of no great conſequence, alt 
there did not appearany conſideribl 
regret for it. | & 
If this great Pan were Jeſus Chrifh 


the Demons would not have told tf 
Men news of 2 death fo much'to 
their advantage, unleſs God had 
compel[d em to it. But what's the 
effect of all this? did any one undet-: 
fc the Name of Pay, in its tra 


ſence?Plutarch:liv'd inthe ſecondAgy 
of the Church, and yet no Perſon” 
| then knew that Pan wis Jeſus Chriſt, 
{ who died in Judea. " "ol 
The Hiſtory of 7hulis is related? 
by Suidas ( an Author who heaps up 
a great many things, perphaps i & 
nough choſen) His Oracle of Serapis 
15 reproach d with the fame fault, 8 
the Books of the SZy/s; that is, Of 
Leing'too clear concerning our My 
ſteries. And farther, we are certaili” 
that. this Thulis King of Egypt Was” 
not one of the Ptolomyes; and Whit” 
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hen will become of the whole 0ra- 
le, if Serapis were a God firſt 
brought into, Egypt by a Prolomy, 
ho ſent for himout of Pontus,as ma- 
y Learned Men pretend from very 
Inge probabilities? at leaſt it is cer- 
b that Herodotus, who has written 
Fplentifully about old Egypr, does 
ot mention Serapis, and that 7aci- 
xs recounts at length how and why 
pne of the Ptolomyes brought from 
Pontus the God Serapis, that was 
hen known no where elſe. 
TheOracle,faid to be given to Au- 
exfFus concerning the Zebrew Child, 
15'by no means to be reciev'd. Cedre- 
ws cites Enſebins for it; but at this 
day there is no fuch thing to be 
found there. It is not impoſlible that 
Cedrenus ſhould makea falſe Citation, 
or ſhould cite ſome work not rightly 
attributed to Euſebiuss He has 
thought fit to relate upon the credit 
of certain counterfeit Hiſtories of St: 
Peter, which paſs d for currant in his 
time, That Simon the Magician had at 
his door a great Dog, which de- 


vourd allthoſe that his Maſter would 
not 


” 


” not have enter; and that St. Peter 
ming thither to ſpeak with Simay 
commanded the Dog to go andy 
his Maſter in Humane Language, Tha 
Peter the ſervant of Ggd, wouk 
ſpeak with him: The Dog went an 
performed that Command, to 
great Amazement of ſuch as wi 
then with Simor. But $:moy, to ihe 
that he could do as much as St. Perey 
bid the Dog go and tell him, That 
might Enter: which the Dog imme 
diately did. Hence you may 
what it is that the Greeks call wrh 
ting of Hiſtory, Cedrenus lived 
an ignorant Ape, when the liberty 
writing Fables was joined with the 
General inclination of the Greets 66 
wards em. - 

But tho' Euſebius,in ſome work 
his, which has not come down to us 
had effetually ſpoke of the Oracle 
Auguſtus,yet we find Euſebius 1mſelt 
15 ſometimes deceived; of which thas 
are good proots. The firſt Defender! 
of Chriſtianity, Juſtin, Tertulliany 
Theophilus, Tatian , would, 
have faid nothing of an Ora 
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6 much-irb Favour of theirReligion 2 
ad they ſo litzle Zeal as to negledt 
thing: of- fuch Advantage but 
ven * thoſe that give us this Oras * Crede- 
le, ſpoil it by adding, that 4ugif7 us pn og 
n his Return' to Rome, built in. the, cepb. 
apitol an "Altar with this Inſcri-} 
Mon, This is the Altar of the only 
on (or Fldeſt Son)" of God. Where 
xd hethe Idea' of this only Son of | 
od, of which the Oracte makes no | 
ntion ? In ſhort, that which is 
dſt obſervable, is, thak Aupyſtas at-) 
xr the Voyage he made into Greece, | 
inereen Years before the Birth of Je-| 
Chriſt, never returned to Rome 7 
at allowing thar he did, he was not 
en in an 'Humor ro erect Alrars to 
y God but himfelt: Forhe ſuffered 
vt only' the* Aran Maids to raiſe AÞ ,,..... 
rs tohim, and celebrate holy Garmes Dim Ca 
his Honour”; 'bur 'atf6 at Rowe /i- 
tey confeerated\one' to Fortune Re- 
rning Forftine 'redicr;, Yhat' Was\ 
fay, t6 himſelf, and they were tbþ 
p the day of his happy returt as'# 
val. i; 16543 PIEITIO 
19-LP-!t4 BY VI 13H [1523 
D Ths 


- 
_— 


' - ds 
A 3” TY - ed * dS Ly rx "PI % _ al 
FI «*" 7," "WO 
—_ 


/ 


33 __ be Hiſtoryof Oracles 

The Oracles, which Eu/ebz 
lates out of Porphyrivs, appear 'l 
der to make out than all-the'x 
for Euſebius would not have chat 
ged Porphyrins with Oracles of which 
he made no mention, and Porphyrs 
#s, who was ſo addicted to Paganiſs 
would not have cited falſe: Orach 
(concerning the Ceſſation of Oragl 
themſelves) to the Advantage of th 
Chriſtian Religion : For in this Gut 
it ſeems, that the Teſtimony. of: 
Enemy has great deal of Creditan 
Force. pi 


Y 


But on the other fide, Porphyr 


was not fo unskiltul a Man; a 4 
furniſh the Chri#7ians With Weapel 
againſt Paganiſm, without beings 


w- 


ceſſarily engaged to it by the Colt 


i 


quence of ſome Reaſons, 'whichidt 
not in this matter appear to bei 
Caſe. If theſe Oracles had been”! 
ledged by the Chriſtians, and/F# 
phyrins owning that they were 1 ; 
Qually given, had denied the Co 
ſequences drawn from. them, Wi 
certain that they would have! 

| been much to be relied on. 3 
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The Hiſtory of Oracles. 25. 

But it is out of Porphyrivs him- 

ſelf that the Chriſtians /as it appears 
by the Example of £»ſebius) pretend 
to fetch "theſe Oracles ; it ſeems, 
that Porphyrizs takes Pleaſure to ruin 
his own Religion, and to eſtabliſh a- 
nother. The Trath is, this is ſuſpi- 
cious of it ſelf, and yet it becomes 
more io, by his puſhing the thing fo 
far ; for they tell us ftrom' him of I 
know not how many Oracles moſt 
lear and moſt poſitive, concerning 
he Perſon of Feſus Chrift, concern- 
Ing his Reſurrection and Aſcenſion. 
fine, the moſt reſolute, and know- 
ing amongſt the Pagars hath - loaded 
with Proofs of Chriſtianity ; we 
ay well ſuſpe& ſo great a piece of 
Generoſity, 

Euſebius believed it a very great 
\dvantage to be able to place Por- 
byrius at the Head of a Multitude of 
Dracles ſo favourable to Religion ; 
and he gives them us ſtripp'd of what 
ver accompanies them, 1n the Wri- 
ings of Porphyrius! How do we 
cnow, buit that he did refute them 2 

—Wccording to the [ntereſt of his Cauſe, 
g D 2 he 
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he ought to have done it ; and © f 
did not do it, certainly he had ie 
hidden Intention. 

It is to be ſuſpeRted , that Poll 
'rius was wicked enough to frame” 
' falſe Oracl/es , and preſent then: ww 
\ Chriſtians, with a Deſign of 
| Sport with their Credulity, it they 
ſhould receive them for true, and et 
deavour to ſtrengthen their Reb 
gion by ſuch like props: And thenhe! 
would have drawn thence ſuch Con- 
ſequences as would be of greater In» 
portance than theſe Oracles, and wit 
this inſtance have attacked-” 
whole Religion. However at the 
botom this would have been but 
frivolous Argument. 1 

'Tis very certain, that. this fa " 
Porphyt tus (w ho furniſheth us vith 
all theſe Oracles) held, (as we hae 
ſeen) that they were delivered 'Y 
lying Spir2ts ; it may very well:tae 
be imagined, that he hath put +1 
Oracles all the Myſteries of. our } 
gion, endeavouring to deſtroy ich 
rendring it ſuſpected of Forgery,# 
depending on. the 
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falſe Witneſſes : 'T know the Chriſt; 
ans did not take it ſo; yet ſeeing 
they could never prove by any Ar- 
ment , + that the Demons were 
ometimes forced to ſpeak the Truth, 
Porphyrius was always 1h a condition 
to make uſe of his Oracles againſt 
them. And therefore(if wetake the 
Matter right) their better way had 
been to have denied, that there were 
everany Oracles, as wedo at thispre- | 
ſent. This appears to me tobe a ſuf- | 
ficient Reaſon, why Porphyrius was : 
ſo prodigal of Orac/es, that were fo! 
favourable to our Relig:ov. But what \ 
would have been the Succeſs of the 
oreat debate between the Chrii#ans 
and Zvufidels, we can only conjecture; 
for all the written pieces of their Dit- 
putes are not come to ow Hands. 
Thus in examining things a littleclo- 
ſer than ordinary, we find that the 
 Oracles, which were reckoned ſuch 
Wonders,never were at all; of which, 
I ſhall not need to give any more In- 
ſtances, all the reſt being of theſame 
Nature, . 
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That the common Opinion concerning 
Oracles does not agree ſo wells 
tis imagin'd with the (briftias 


Religion, 


» 


HE ſilence of the Scripture: 
concerning theſe evil Des: 
mons, ( which are Pretend 
ed to be the managers of Oracles) 
hath not only left us at liberty to be” 
lieve nothing of 'em, but it oblige: 
us to believe the contrary; for cant” 
be poſſible that the Scriptures ſhould: 
not have. inſtructed the Jews and 
Chriftians 1n 4 thing which it {o EX- 
tremely imported them to know, 
( and which they cou'd never have 
tound out by their natural Reaſon: 
to the end- that they might not be" 
ſhaken in their own Religion, by ſet+- 
10g things ſo ſurpriſing in ano 
ther. Forl conceive that God ſpake 
not to Man, but to ſupply the wy : 


, 


DTS 975" TOO TT OT WY ET CLIO ERS We 5 OY; : "LIE... * 
$ v of \S 673%; f g OY TS Fo WS po as ; .- * % 
: 
The | v4 Or le : 
acies., 


neſs of his underſtanding, which of 
it ſelf was not ſufficient to guide him; 
and that whatſoever he-has not de- 
clar d to him,ts either of ſuch a nature 
that he may learn it by himſelf, or 
elſe God does not think it neceſſary 
that he ſhould know it. So if the Ora- 
cleshad been deliver'd by evilDemons, 
God would have made it known to 
us, to have prevented us from belie- 
ving that he himſelf deliver'd 'em, 
or that there was ſomething Divine 
in falſe Religions. | 

David weproached the Tnfidels 
with Gods thathad mouths and ſpake 
not, and wiſhes that their Adorers, 
for a puniſhment, might become like 
thoſe they Ador'd ; but if theſe God's 


had not only the uſe of Speech, . 


but alſo the knowledge of things to 
come, I ſee no reaſon David had thus 
'to reproach the »jide/s, nor ought 
they to have been angry for having 
been reſembled to their Gods. When 
the Holy Fathers inveighed with fo 
much reaſon againſt the Worſhip. of 
Idols, they alwaies argu'd from the 
impotency of 'em; bur if they had 

W.-- ſpoe 
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ſpoken, if they had predicted thingy 


to'come, then they ought Hot tov: 
treated 'them with ſuch contembptoen” 
the account of their impotency; but” 
ſthon'd rather have difabus'd the Pevs 
ple,and have confeſs'd the wonderous: 
Power that was in ttm: In —— 
they be ſo mightly miſtaken who” 
ador'd what they believed ws” 
animated by a Divine verrue, or” 
leaft a vertne more than Humane,” 
*Tis rruc,you Wiay,that theleDeman” 
were enemies of God, but how cou: 
the Heathens Divine that? Becauſe? 
Demons requited ceremonies that” 
were Barbarous and extravagant, the: 
Pagans themſelves believ'd em fantts” 
{ical and cruel;bat nevertheleſs they” 
betievd em 'more powerful than 
Men; nor did they know: that the 
true God offer'd *em his proteQtion 
againſt them. They did for the moſt 
part ſubrait themſelves to their Gods» 
as to dreaded ememies who weretobs 
appealed at any Price; nor had this 
labmiſſon and fear been quite with-" 
out Reaſon, if fo be that in effte&” 
Demons dic give ſome proof of that 
Power 
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power over nature. Ih fine he oſs 
© a Worſhip "«bominable 
ight of God) would have been but 
a involuntary and excuſable error. 
Bur you will ay, if the crafty 
Fiefts made it ther buſineſs 'to-im- 
oſeupon the a.m Paganiſm 
yas no more but a tfrmple error into 
ch'the creduſous fell, whilſttheir 
haneſt and downright intention was 
o Honour a fuperior being. 
But the caſe is much otherwiſe; for 
it dehoves Men to precaution them 
{elves againſt errors,mto which other 
en may lead*'em ; but there is no 


poſſibility of fore-arming themſelves 


zpainſt thoſe errors into which they 
may be- Jed by Genrz, or Demons 
hich are above therpfelves. The 
light of my Reaſon is ſafficient to 
amine whether « ſtatue ſpeaks or 
oes-not, but in the moment that it 
does ſpeak, nothing can. perſwade 
me againſt rhe Divinity which T at» 


tribute to it. Ina word, God is ob-. 


tig'd by the Laws of his Bounty to 
protect me fromthoſe ſurpriſes from 


which I cannot defend my felf ; but 
as 
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as for other things, it belongs 
reaſon to do its office. - ox 
We ſee alſo that when God- 
mitted the Demons to work pro 
gies, he at the ſame time confoungt 
them by working miracles far yr 
ter. Pharaoh might be deceived byu 
Magicians,but Moſes was ſtill ma 
powerful than the 4agicians.of Þh 
raoh.The Demons neverhad morepd 
wer or did more ſurprizing thung 
than in the time of Jeſus Chrt Fan 
the Apoſtles. This hinders not! 
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that Paganiſm with juſtice hath ben 


alwaies called the worſhip of 8 
mons, For in the firſt place the. 
which is taken therein of the Duyinp 
ty,does not at all agree with then 
God,but with the reprobate and ety 
nally unhappy Geniz, - «| 
Secondly, the deſign of the Hes 
thens was not ſo much to adore.tis 
firſt Being which is the ſource of al 
good, bur thoſe ill Beings of whok 
angerand capricethey ſtood in ra 
In fine,the D#mons,( who have willh 
out contradiction the power of tem 
ting Men and laying ſnares for | 
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; The Hiſtory of Oracles, 43. 
untenanced as much as ever they 
ould the groſs errors of the Pagass, 
nd made 'em! blind to impo 
hich were notoriouſly viſible. From 
ence it is” faid that Paganiſm was 
2t born up by the es, but by 

 Artifices of Demons ; which ſup- 
doſes that in whatever th&y did 
ere was nothing of reality or truth, 
jor of ſuch. force as effectually to 
make a State 1 
Nevertheleſs, it may be that: God 
ias ſometimes permitted the D#- 
ons to animate /dols; but if this e- 
er happend, God had his 
eaſons for it, which are alwates wor- 
iy of profound veneration ; Butge- 
jcerally ſpeaking, there has never 
een any ſuch thing. God ' permitted 

MWhe Dev// to burn the Houſes of Jos, 
nd lay his Paſtures deſolate; to cauſe 

his Oxen and Sheep to Die, to 
rike his Body with a thoufand 
younds, but it muſt not therefore be 
aid that the-Devz/1s let looſer on all 
hoſe to whom ſuch misfortunes hap- 
den. When there is a diſcourſe about 
ny Mans being ſick or ruin'd we ne- 
ver 
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" W_- that the Devil is cones 
init. © The caſe of Job lr 
ticalar caſe; we argue / 16h 
dafifly of it, and our I - 
ning ever excludes 2XCef 


I 


that The a power of k. 
can impkeiin all things. © =. 
i vhparent then that ny 
mon opinion concerning ' 
does not very. well agree w with 
bounty of God, and that it on 
ges' Paganiſm of the greateſt F 
The extravagances an Abomini 
Which the Holy 'Fathers od 
found in it. The P4gans might 
faid in their own -ofttfication; th | 
Wwas'no Wonder, that they ſort 


FYS 


'bey thoſe which animated S/ 


and performed every day a tho 
extraordinary things'; and there 
the Chriſtians to ta from then i 
excuſe,” ought never to have yiel 
em this Point. . If all the Pagaw* 
gon were no other than the cheat 
of Pricfts, Chri/tzans took advanitag 
of the exceſs of ridiculouſneſs in 
which the Pagans fell. 


Beſides, is there any great- app 


nce that the diſputes between the 
+ rs, ter Pair 
ate, ſeeing Por phyr iz with 
| Eo in ak, that the Oracles 
ere delivered by evil Demon2Of 
ieſe evil Demers he made a double: 
ſe: He made uſe of 'em { as we 
ave already ſeen ) to render thoſe 
racles unprofitable and difadvanta- 
eous to the Chriſtian Religion,which 
he Chriſtians thought were on' thai 
ide ; and befides he imputed all the 
allies and Barbaritics of an - infinite 
It mber of facrifices, which without 
aſfing they reproach'd the Pagans 
vithal ,* to. theſe qnaing and cruel - 
zenit. We then a Porphyri- 
s even in his hſt  retrenchments, 
ind aſſert the true intereſt of Chr#- 
fianity, by undertaking to /prove 
Demons were not the: Au- 
hors of Oracles. 
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CHAP. VI. © 


That Dxmons are not ſuffi em 
efabliſhd by Platoniſm. 


_ 4 


N the firſt Ages, Poetry and # 
Wephy were the ſame thing, and 
all Wiſdom was contained in Vers 
Nor was Poetry more credited\by 
this Alliance, but Philoſophy wask 
' Homer and Hefiod were the firlbGrs 
cian Philoſophers ; and thence its 
"that all other Philoſophers; have: had 
in very great Eſtimation what ev 
they ſaid, -and have + never citt 
them but with great Honour... 
Homer very often ' confound 
together the Gods and Demons: But 
Hefiod diſtinguiſhes four ſpecies « 
kinds of reaſonable Natures, viz. the 
Gods, the Demons, they Demy-Gods 
or Heroes,and Men. Nay,he goes fat- 
ther yet, and notes the Duration a 
the Lives of Dzmons:For the Nympli 
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of which he ſpeaks in the Place I am 
going to Cite, are theſe Demons, and 
Plutarch underſtands them ſo. 

A Crow, ( ſays Heſiod) lives nine 
times as long as «a Man, a Stag fosr 
times as long as a Crow, a Raven three 
times as long as a Stag, the Phenix 
nine times as long as a Raven; and in 
ine the Nymphs ten times as long as 
the Phznix. One would take this 
Calculation for no other than a mere 
Poetick Fancy , unworthy the Re- 
fledtions of a OT, or the imi- 
tation of a Poet ; for there is in it 
neither agreeableneſs nor truth : But 
Plutarch is not of this Opinion; for 
he finds, that ſuppoſing the Life'"of 
Man to be ſeventy Years, (which is 
its ordinary Duration,) the Demons 
then ought to live ſix hundred and 
eighty thouſand, and four hundred 
Years : And not conceiving how any 
Experiment of thisſo long Life of the 
Demons can be made, he rather , be- 
lieves that #Zefrod by the Age of Man, 
underſtands but one Tear. The In- 
terpretation is not very natural; but 
according to this Eſtimation ; the 
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438 The Miftoryof Ovades,” ©” 
Life of the Dzmons is not above' 
thouſand, ſeven hundred and' ty 
ty Years, and then Platarch had 

much Trouble to find out how De 
mons could live ſolong. And bef 
he remarks in the Tnhoe of 1 
thouſand, ſeven hundred and' t 

Years , certain yrhegrear o 
fetions, which render: it altop hey! 
worthy to deſign the Term of th 
Lives of Demons. Such as theſt'# 
the boaſted reaſonings of Antiquity. 

From the Poems of Femer and A: 
food, the Demons pafled 1 into the Phis 
loſophy of Plato, who cart never'ts” 
too 1nuch commended; ſince 'tis he 
of all the Greeks, who libs conee? $ 
the higheſt 7deg of God $ tho'e 
that plunged him in falſe Notic | 
For, becauſe God is infinitely glove 
ted above Men, he believed that” 
there" ought to be- placed betweas: 
him and us, a kind of middle Be# 
which ſhould cauſe + Communies- 
tion. of two Extremes fo far diftant, 
by the means of which, rhe Oper 
tions of the Deity might be brought” 
down to us. God ys he) res 
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bles a Triangle, which has three Sides 
equal, the Dazzmons are like a Tri 
angle that has but two Sides equal, 
and Men are like 4 Triangle which has 
all three Sides unequal. | 

This /deais well enough fanſied,and 
there is nothing wanting but ſome- 
thing of Solidity to ſupport it. 

But after all (may it be faid) has 
not Plato reaſoned juſtly 2 And- do 
not we know for certain by the Ho» 
ly Scriptures, that there are Gent, 
Miniſters 'of the Will of God and 
his Meſſengers to Men > Is it- not 
wonderful that P{ato ſhould diſcover 
this, only-by the Light of his natural 
Reaſon 2 | | A 

Iconfeſs, that Plato has conjettu- 
red aright ; nevertheleſs] blame him 
for hus Co re. Divine Revelation 
aſſures us of: the Exiſtence of Axge/s 
and Demons, but it is not within the 
Sphere of humane Reaſon to aſſure 
us of it. He knows not what to make 
of the infinits ſpace which | is be- 
tween God and Mar, and therefore 
he fills it with Geri: and Demons: 
But with what ſhall that I us 
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be fill'd, which is between Gad 1 
theſe Genii or Demons themſely 2 
For the diſtance between Gad' ar 
ny Creature whatſoever , is infin in 
And if the Actions and Will of 6x 
muſt traverſe, as one may ſay, thi 
Infinite Yacuumto goto the Dames 
they may as well reach even to 4 
ſince they are farther off but by: yay 
few degrees,which bear no Proport 00 
to the firſt great diſtance, When Ga 
treats with Men by. the dal f 
Angels, *tis not to be underſtood th 
Angels are . neceſlary for this Com IE 
munication (as Plato pretends;) Gu 
emploies them for Reaſons,intowl 
Philoſophy can never penetrate, al 
which can-never be a 10\ 
but by himſelf,” « | E 
- According tothat 1dea h the 
Compariſon of the Trian $ Us 
we find that Plato framed 1 U VOT 0 
of Demons, to the end We,m 
mount from one Creature yl. 
nother Creature more ; 
length we arriv'd at God hi 0 
that God would © have: but fone d 
grees of Perfetion more than t 
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higheſt Creaturg;but itis viſible,thatas 

hey are all infinitely Imperfet inref 

pectof himbecauſethey areall infinite- 

ly diſfant from him;. fo the Differen» 

es of Perfeion, which. are between 

he Creatures, vaniſh as ſoon- as they 

are compared with God; for whateles 

ates them oneabove another doesnot 

it all bear.any proportion to him. './ 

And if we conſult nothing:but his 

ane Reaſon, there 1s no need of Spi- 

its to.make the Actions of God 

ommunicable to Mem,nor of placing 

between God and us any thing that 
pproaches:47m nearer than we do. 

And ' perhaps Plato himſelf was 

ot ſoſure of the Exiſtence of his Dz- 

ons , as the Platonifts have ſince 

cen. That which maſtes me ful- 

"<2 this, is, That he places Lowe in 

"We Number. of the Demons, ( for he 

en mixes Gallantry. with Phzloſo- 

"Wy, and/his Talent is not mean on 

*Wubjctsof that Naturc.) He fays, 

=Wat Love is the Son of the God of 

iches, and the Goddeſs of Poverty : 

om his Father he holds, his great- 

{s of Courage, his Elevation of 

ph $ thought, 
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The Hiftory of Oracles. "4 
thought, his Inclination to give, 
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Prodipality and his Confidence in his 


Strengrh, his good' Opinion - of hi 
own Merit, and Deſire to have al 
ways the Preference. But, on the 
otherſide, he holds from his Mother 
that Indigence, which makes him 
ways asking, that Importunity \ 
which he asks, that Timidity F) 
Baſhfulneſs, which hinders him o& 
ten times from daring to ask, t 
Diſpoſition which he has 'to "Semi 
tude, and that Fear of being « 

ſed which hecannever loſe Ti nay 
Opinion, is one of the prettieſt 
bles that was ever made.” It isples 
jant to find Plato ſofnerimes w Wr- 
ting Amon#s as ſoft and | 
Anacreon Could himſelf ' have- done. 
This Deſcription of the Pedegree o 
Love extremely well ſets forth 
the fantaſticalneſs of. his Nature: 


- But we know not what to make 


Demons, if Love muſt paſs for one.” 
There is no appearance that Plat 
underſtood this in a natural and Pl 
loſophical Sence, nor that he, cou 
ſay, Love Was a Being out of us, > 
EXT iniecal 
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The iFhiſtory of Oracles. - 
extrinſecal, which inhabits the Air: 
Certainly, he means this only as a 
Gallantry, and then it muſt be per- 
mitted me tobelieve, that all his Dz- 
ons are of the ſame kind with Love. 
And that, ſince he mingles Fables 
with his Syſtem, he cares not much, 
if the reſt of his Syſtem paſs for a Fa- 
ble. Hitherto we have only an- 
fivered the Reaſons, that made . Men 
believe Oracl/es, to have had ſome» 
thing in them of Supernatural. Let 
us now: begin more cloſely to attack 
this Opinion. 


C.HYH P. VIL 


That ſome Grand Sefts of the Pagan 
Philoſophers, * did not believe 
there was any thing Supernatural 
v7 Oraeles. 


F in the midſt of Greece it ſelf, 
where all places reſounded with 


their 'Oracles , we had maintained 
| 'E3 that 
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The Hiſtory of Grate 

that they were but inp; 5 
one W ould have been aſtoniſhed wh 
the Boldneſs of the Paradox; and } 
there would have been ne nerd of 
taking any Meafures, how | to. vet 
the Opinion in ſecret. For Phi 
ſophers were divided alout the Su ; 
ject of Oracles; the Platontshs and 
Stoicks were for them, but theC -ynick | 
Peripateticks and Epicureans declis 
red highly againſt them. A 
ders of the Orac/es were not ſo ge 
but that half the Wife Menof Grain 
were ſtill at Liberty to believe nes 
thing of them ; and this , notwitls 
ftanding the common Prejudices o 


Bigotry of the Greczans : Which isa 
very remarkable-thingf 


F Lib. 4.of M Euſebius, tells us of ſix node 


his E- 
vang.Pre- 
parations. 


Heathen Authors, who have' nl T. 
gainft,the Orac/es : But of all t 
in my Opinion,Cenomaus, ( of wha! 
makes mention , and of —_ 
as preſerved ſome Fragments!) 8 
one, the Loſs of- whoſe Works 
areto be the moſt lantented.. The: 
is 2 great deal of Pleaſure to' be found: 
m-thoſe Fragments of his--chat"* 
| \ 
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The Hiftary of Oracles; F5. "4 
main, where Oeyomaus , full of his | 
nical Liberty, argues upon every 
Oracle againſt the God who deliver». 
2d it, and draws up an Accufation 
againſt him. See how he treats the - 
od of Delphos, who in his Anſwer 
o Creſss had pronounced © theſe 
Words: | 
Creaſus, ix paſſing the River. Halis, 
ball deſtroy a great Empire. 
Which fell out accordingly ; for 
Creſus paſſing the River Halis at-_ 
tack'd Cyrus, who (as all the World 
knows} came thundring upon him, 
and diveſted him of his Kingdoms. 


Tou boaſt,(fays Oenomaus to Apollo) 
in another Oracle delivered to Cre- 
ſus, that you know the Number of the 
Grains of the Sea Sand; and I ſuppoſe, 

mu ſet a great Value upon your ſelf,be- 
cauſe you ſaw from Delphos, #he Tor- 
toiſe, that Croeſus ordered to be boiled 
in Lydia, at that wery inſtant ; this 
is a precious Knowledge to be {#9 | 
of ! But whes you were conſulted, con- 
cerning the Succeſs of the War be- 


tween Craſus and Cyrus, there you 
E 4 | were 
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56 The Hiſtory of Oracles.” 
were at a ftand.If you can divine whih 
ſhall happen in time to come, to wha 
purpoſe do you make uſe of a manunerof 
ſpeaking which cannot be underſtood < 
you not foreſee your. ſelf that theymil 
not be underftord:if you do foreſee itgus/ 
then take pleaſure tomake us your ſparty 
if you donot know it, let us inform yur 
that you ought to ſpeak more clearly; 
and that you are not underftood, * 

I tell you alſo, if you have a mind 

to uſe an Equivocation,that the Greet 
words by which you expreſs, that Cr" 
ſus ſhall deffroy a great Empiregart 
not well, choſen,and that they can fun 
fy nothing elſe but a vidtory of Creefus: 
over Cyrus. If there be a neceſity- 
= that things muſt happen, wherefore- 
doſt ew fon us hex rw RR —_ 
ries 2 what doſt thou ds at Delphos; 
( unhappily employ d as thou art) tw 
fing Hs uſeleſs Prophecies ? fo what ute 
poſe do we make thee ſo many Sactis' 
fices? what fary poſſeſſes us ? 3 
But Oenomaus is yet more out of. 
humour with the Orac/e,which 4pok 
lo deliver'd to the Athenians.Whens 
Xerxes fell upon Greece with all tha 
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The Hiſtory of Oracles: 7. | 
res of Afa, the Pythian Oracle 4 
rave 'em for anſwer, 

«< That Minerva Prot&reſs of 4- 
thens endeavourd all manner of 
waies ( but in vain ) to appeaſe the 
angero Jpiteryaut nevertheleſs Ju- 
piter in favour oFhis Daughter,con- 
ſented 'to ſuffer the Athenians to 
fave themſelves in walls of wood; 
and that © Salamire ſhou'd ſee the 
Deſtruction of many Children dear 
to theiriMothers ; either when Ce- 
res ſhou'd be ſcattered abroad or 
when ſhe ſhould be gathered in. 

Upon this Oenomavs wholly loſes 


dbos. 


his Reſpe&t for the God of Dek 


This combat between the Father 
md the Daughter, faies he, is very 
nhandſom for Gods. *Tw wery pretty 
here ſhould be in Heaven ſuch cON- 
trary interefts and inclinations > Ju- 
piter is angry with Athens, he brings 
down all the forces of Aſia againſt it ; 
but if he could woti have ruind it 
without 'em, if he had no more Thun- 
der left, if he was reduc d to borrow 


fo- 


foreign forces, how had he it theyig 
his Power to make all the forces of; 
ſha come down againſt this 7 own? "Tet 
after this he ſuffers 'em to ſave then 
felves im Walls of Wood ; on whan' 
then was bus Anger to fall? what onthe” 
Stones: Rere Droiner ! you know mt- 
whom theſe Children ſhall be that Sal» 
mine ſhall ſee the deffrutt ion of, wins" 
ther Greeks or Perſians; it 'canmat'te- 
avoided but they muſt be either one ar 
rother}Army » and do not you at leait 
know, that we ſhall ſoon ſee you | kuaw 
nothing 2 you conceal the time af Bat" 
tel under theſe Poetical expreſſhons, 
When Ceres ſhall be ſcatter d,or Wie 
ſhe ſhall be gather'd in. ' Towvan 
willing to blind us with this Pompous 
Language; but does not every Mady 
know that a Naval Battel isneuer 
fought but either in Seed time or Hats: 
vell doubtleſs it will-not be in With 
ter. But let what will happen you wilh 
get your ſelf off by the means of th 
Jupiter,whom Minerva endeavourst 
appeaſe ; if the Grecians looſe the 
Battel , Japiter is then Inexoranmy 
; if they gain it, then: Jupiter jeje 
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bimſelf to be appeasd. And ( Apol 
lo ) when you ſay, let 'em fly to Walls 
f Wood, you counſel,you dv not Devine. 
{who know not what Devining 6, cou'd 
have ſaid. as much as this, and cou'd 
have judg d as web, that the fury of 
the War wou 4 fall upon Athens ; and 
that fince the Athenians had Ships, 
the bef# thing they coud do, was to 
abandon the Town aud betake them- 
elves to the Sea. © 


Such was the veneration that 
ſome great ſets of the Philoſophers 
had for Oracles, and for thoſe very 
Gods they thought the Authors of 
'em. *Tis very pleaſant that all the 
Pagan Religion was no more than 
this one Prob/em of Philoſophy ; it is 
neceſſary to know whether the Gods 
take care of Men, or not, before the 
queſtion can be anſwered, whether. 
we ought to Adore em, or negle&t 
'em; the People have already deci- 
ded it, and are for Adoration, and 
nothing is to be feen but 7emples 
and Sacriffces ; but great Sedts of 
the Philoſophers maintain ge y 
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The Hiftory of Oracles, * "I 
that theſe Sacrifices, theſe Tem 
theſe Adorations, are as fo n 
fruitlefs and unprofitable heel 
that the Gods are ſo far from 
lighting in em, that they take" 

izance of 'em. There is ſcarces' 
Greek who does net conſult the ( 
racles concerning his akin ts 
this does not prevent their bein j 
treated in three great Schools of Ph» 
loſophy as abſolute impoſtures. 
Let me beg leave to carry this re 
fleRtion a little farther, which 'may- 
ſerve to lay more open the Fagas: 
Religion ; the Grec:zanus in general” 
had a great deal of Wit, but they 
_ very light, curious, unquiet, and 
ncapable of moderation in: 
ching; and, to tell my{ whole opints 
on of 'em, they had ſo much Wit; 
that their Reaſon ſuffer'd by it. The 
Romans had quite another CharaQtey 
they were Solid, Serious, and Indu- 
ſtrious, the knew how to purſue a 
deſign and| could foreſee at a' great 
diſtance the conſequences' of it--1 
ſhould not be furpris'd that the Gre 
clans ( without thinking of the b-q 
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The Hiſtory of Oradles. bv 
fult of things) ſhou'd impertinently - - 
treat pro and cox of every thing; and 
at the fame time that they are ma- 
king Sacrifices, diſpute whether or 
no theſe Sacrifices approach the 
Gods ; and conſult Oracles . without 
being aſſur'd whether they are meer 
ot By Illuſions or not. Doubtleſs the Philo- 

LY /ophers- concern'd themſelves fo lit- 
W tle in the Goverment, that they 
took no care not to ſhock Religion 
in their diſputes; and perhaps the 
People had not faith enough 'in the 
Philoſophers to abandon their Reli- 
gion or change any thing in it up- 
on their word; In fine,the predomi- 
nant paſſion in the Greets was to di- 
ſcourſe on all matters at any rate: 
yet doubtleſs it is more aſtoniſhing 
to find that the Romass,and thoſe the 
ableſt amongſt them 'too, and 
who knew beſt of or conſe. 
uence Religion wasto politicks,durſt 
Subliſh _—- that did not only call 
their Religion in queſtion, but alſo 
turn'd it into ridicule, IT ſpeak of 
Cicero, who in his Books of Divina- 


tion has ſpar'd nothing of what was 
moſt 


= $a if Gran 


'* moſt Sacred at Rome. After - ml 
made it evident enough-to. his. y 
alverfaries, how great : fo _ | 
toconſult the entrails of Be : 
drives; them at laſt to this anſwer 
That the Ava” who. are AR 


we ſhou'd tug them know their 
ſure in things to come. ens = 
was given b Go hry/ippus, by, An 

ter and Poſtdonius , all great. 
ſophers be chief. of Te Wy. 
the Stoicks. Ha ! what fay you! 
crys Cicero: the very, old Women are. 


not ſo .credulous as you are. Cay 
believe(fays heWhere the ſame(Calf bay 
the Lies well diſpos'd, Fane or 
the Sacrifice by — IM diſpos dif | 
choſen by another 2 Can this p/ 

on of the, Liver be chang d in au it © 
ftant , to accomodate it ſelf to the for- 
tune of thoſe that facritice? ſee you. 
wot, that it is chance that makes 
dhe choice of vittims 2 does not ex» 
perience. tell you ſa? for it oftem 
trmes happens that the entrails of ont © 
victim may foretel ſomething that is 


unfors 


--.vY 


= Th Hiſt) of Orade: G5 _ © 
1 axfortunate and «terrible, and thoſe | 
which are immediately after facri- 
fic'd foretel miaſt happy events, What 
then becomes of the menaces of theſe 
firf# entrails> What! are the Gods. fo 
ſoon Appeas'd? But you'll reply,that in 
a Bull, which Czſfar was ſacrificing, 
there was no heart found; and fince 
this Animal cou'd not live without a 
Heart , it mufl of nece ſſitybe,that the 
Heart vaniſh'd juſt in x moment of 
the Sacrifice. 1s it poſſible that. you 
ſhou d have ſenſe enough ta know that 
this Bull cou'd not live without an 
Heart and yet have not enough to per- 
cerve that this heart cou'd not.vani 
in a moment, 7 know not whither.And 
8 little after he adds; Believe me, you 
WH 7uine al Phylicks by defending the 
"WH Art of Sooth-ſayers : for they 3t.5s 
nat the ordinary. courſe ' of Nature 
that gives Birth. aud Death to-al 
things : and there gre ſome Bodies 
which come from wothing and ſhall re- 
turn to. nothing What, Naturaliſt ever 
held this_opinion?.. | 
[ cite this paſſage of Cicero's, but 
45 an example of the extream Jyberr 
l ry 
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ty with which he infulted over that 
Religion which -he himſelf profels'd, 
In a thouſand other. places he ſhows 
no more favour to Sacred Fowls, 'the 
flights of Birds,and all the Miracles 

. with which the Annals of the chief 
Prieſt were fill'd, Why did they not” 
Indi him for his Impiety 2. Why 
did not all the People regard him 
= Es Why wy not —- 
College of Prieſts riſe up. 
him bot we have reaſon to believe 
that among the Pagans, Religion was 
a practice, the ſpeculation of which 
was very indifterent. They, did s 8 C 
others did, but believ'd what w 
themſelves pleas'd. This principle 
is very extravagant ; butthe People 
who knew nothing of the imperth 
nencP of it, were content with it; 

and the Philoſophers ſubmitted toit 
very willingly, becauſe it gave them 

om enough. 


go that we may ſee that all the 
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Pagan Religion was meer Ceremony, 
m which the mind bore no part. The 
God's are rt their Thunder js rea- 


dyto be icharg'd,how ſhall ___ 
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appeas'd 2 Muſt we repent us of the. 
eat we (have: committed 2 Muſt 
we re-enter into the paths of that 
natural;Juſtice which ought to | 
among all Men 2. Nat at all; we n 
only take a Calf of fach a colour , 
caly'd at ſuch a time, and | cut the 
Throat of it with ſuch a knife, and 
this will difarm the wrath of all the 
Gods : Nay farther, it is pcrmitted 
you to laugh at the Sacriffce, if you 
have a mand to it; 'twill go never 
the worſe-with you. ; 
Probably "twas fo alſo, with the: 


Oracles : every..one believ'd , - that © 


wou'd ; however they ceas'd not: 40 
conſult 'em. So great a force cuſtom 
has over -the minds of Men, that 
thete is no need of Reaſon to join. 
with it. 


66 


® Hero- 


dot. Book 


the firſt. 


The Hiſtory of Oricle * - 
"8 
Cc H AP. vu. 
That other Men beſides ph 


phers have had Title hy, ” 


Oracles. C 


| FT Iſtories Si fall of ( 
which were either” 


by thoſe who receiv'd a, 


or alter'd according 'to ew 
cy. * Paltias a Lydian, wnd _ 
of the Penfſans , being fled to 


& Greek Town, the Paſs fent-t. 
have him deliverd up; the Cunt 
preſently confalt the Oracles of: ”_ 


Branchides, to know! what - 


owght to do with him; the” Ora 


aniwered,that they ſhou'd delivered 


Padttias. Ariftodicus One of t z 


Principal Cumeans, Who was not < 
this mind, obtained through his at 


dit, that they ſhould ſend a ſecond: 


time-to the Oracle, and caus'd bu 
ſclt to be made one of the Deput 


but the Oracle made the ſameanſWve! 
t had done before, Ariftodicus Wh 
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The' Hiſtory of Oracles.” 
 Fiiftory of Oracles. 


fatisfied with this, as he was, wallt- 
ing about the Temple endeavoured 
= to fright away certain - little :Bires 
which were building their Neſts 
there; whereupon he preſently heard 
a voice from the Sanctuary , crying, 
Deteſtable Mortal, how dare you fright 
from this place, thoſe who are undev 
my prorettion? And yet, great God, 
( replyed Ariſtodicus ) you Order us 
to expel PaCtias, who i under ours? 
Tes ( anſwered the God ) 7 do: order 
it, to the end that you who are an In 
prous People, may be the ſooner 'de- 
ffroyed, and that you may come 0 
more hither to Importune me with your 
Queftions. It feems by this that the 
God was preſs'd homegince hehad re- 
courſe to railing ; but it appears al- 
fo that Arifodicas did not overs 
much believe that it was a 'God wha 
gave theſe Oracles, becante he went a- 
bout toentrap him by the compariſon 
of the, Birds'; 'and (after he had in 
eſe trap'd him, 'tis likely that -he 
believ'd fiir leſs a God than he did 
before. The Cumears themſelves were 
not ruch ;perſwaded of his being 4 
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Deity ,. ſince they believed a-& 
pions f we 90s might obtain. a con» 
trary anſwer, or that at leaſt the Gat 
might conſider of what he had to” 
fay. By the way I obſerve that 4r+ 
todicas,when he laid his fnare forthe 
God could not but foreſee that they 
would not. let him fright away «the 
Birds from fo. Holy a Sanduary: 
without ſaying any thing to himz' 
and that the Priefs were ; 
jealousiof the honour of their Tem. 
les. WA 
; The People of Egina* had ravaged: 
Lib. 5 the Coat of Artice andthe Atheniay: 
prepar'dthemſelves tor an Expedition 
againſt them;at what time there came 
an Oracle from Delphos,. threatriing , 
'em With utter ruine incaſe they 
wade War with thoſe of Ag ina,wills 
in the compaſs of thirty years; nt 
when thoſe thirty years were pal 
they wereonly to build a Tempieto: 
A2cus and to undertake the,War, 
and then;all things wou'd. ſcored 
well. The" 4thenians, ; who! but 
with a deſire of Revenge, ſplit-iht 
Oracle in halfand took notice of that 
pe 


part of it only, which related-to the 
Temple of Zacus, which they buile 
out of Hand ; but as to the thirty 
Years, they lighted that , and ap- 

plyed themſelves immediately to at- 
tack the Egineers, «and obtained all 
the Advantages imaginable. ' This 
was not a particular Perſon, -whohad 
ſo little Regard for the Authority of 
Oracles, buta whole Common-wealth, 
and that a very ſuperſtitious one 
£00. 

It is not very eaſte, to tell what 
kind of regard ' the' Pagans had for 
their Religiang For we faid- a little 
while ago WM: they contented 
themſelves with the ontwardReſpet, 
which their Philoſophers paid to the 
Oracles; but this was not always o ; 
for I am notcertain, that Socrates re- 
fuſed to offer Incenſe to the God's, or 
behaved himſelf like other People at 
the Publick Feſtivals ; but this I am 
fare of, that the Rabble accuſed hint 
of Atheiſm., though they.could only 
gueſs at his Opinion in this Point ; 
tor he never openly explained him» 
ſelf. The People knew well enough 
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what was taught publickly in the” 
Schools of Philoſophers; how then * 
could they ſuffer Opinions, contrary” 
to the Eſtabliſhed Worſhip ( and oþ | 
ten-times even againſt the Exiſtency 
of the Gods) to be there maintains 
ed? At feaſt, they knew 
well, what was play'd upon 
the Theaters; for thoſe ſhows 
were made for-them : and it is fury 
the Gods were never treated with lels 
Reſpect, than in the Comedies of 
riſtophanes. Mercury in his Platus 
complains that ſight was reſtoradto 
the God of Riches, w d till that. 
time been blind, and hart | 
beginning equally to favour al 
World , - un Gods (to whem 
People no longer made Sacrifices:46 
obtain Wealth) were ſtarved! for” 
Hunger : And Mercury carries tha 
Humor on ſo far, as to look out” for 
fome mean Imployment in ''# 
Citizen's Houſe, that he might.have 
ins. 1 The Bj ow 
riſtophanes are alſo / bold. 

the Comedy turns by this, - "That 
a certain City-of Birds, which wi 
"hl? deſigned | 


ry 
S563 
sf 
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The Hiltuy of Oacki: ge” of 
deſigned to be buile in the Air, would ; 
interrupt the Trade and Correſpony 
dence - that was carried on between 
the Gods-and Men ; and by render- 
ing the Birds Maſters of all, would 
ce the Gods to'the utmoſt «Mir 
ſery : I leave you to judge, if this be 
not -mighty devout. Yet this was 
the ſame Ari/tophanes, who endegr 
voured to excite the Rabble againſt 
the pretended Impiety: of Socrates : 
There is therefore ſomething, which 
I know not' how to- expreſs, that is 
often found in the Aﬀairs of this 
World. And it is apparent by theſe 
Examples,and.may be made ſo. by an 
Infigity of others, if ther were Oc- 
calion, that the People were ſome- 
times in a Humor to hear with de- 
lighttheir Religion rallied upon, and 
turned into a Jeſt; and if they ob» 
ſerved Ceremonies ,, it was only to 
free themſelyes from thoſe. Inconve- 
niences which attend an open neglect 
of them ; -but 'tis evident, thatat the 
bottom , they had not overmuch. | 
Faith-in them : And they bad juſt 
the fame Reſpect for Orgc/es; For 
| F 4 molt 
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moſt commonly, they” 


3 


them, that they might” haven 
more Occaſion to conſult them "and 
if the Anſwers were not 'acconmmo- 
dated to their Deſigns, they did" not 
much trouble themſelves to obey 
them ; for perhaps, it was no oſt 
ſtant Opinion even amongſt thecoms 
mon People, that Oracles '' were 6 
livered by a Divine Power. WY: | 

After all this, it would be unne; 
ceſſary to mention the Hiſtories/of 
thoſe great Captains, who thought 
tn no Crime, to reckon themſelves 
abovep both Orac/es and Augurie. 
'And what is moſt remarkable; is, that 
this diſ-eſteem of Religion was praQt> 
ſed even in the firſt Ages of the '#» 
"man Common-wealth: In thoſetimes 
-of happy Ignorance, when Men were 
fo ſcrupulouſly fond. of their 'Religh 
6n, and when (as 7:tas Ltvins fays 
in a Place, which Tamgoing to cite) 
- Philoſophy , which taughr Ment 


{ 
' 
| 
| 


deſpiſe the Gods , - was: not | yet 
known. | 2-05.08 


* Papirius made. War: with the 

 Samnt nd in a-certiin''conf 

Samnues, and in a-certain''conjulle 
: | ] TY 


ME ure of time, when the Roman Army 
with -an -extreme -ardor, deſired to 
come to. a Battel, the facred: 


fulted ; but the ccarneſtneſs.. to: fight 
was ſo general, that though | the 
Chickens eat nothing at all, when 
they put them out of the Coop, yet 
thoſe, who were appointed to obs» 
ſerve the _Augury., reported to the 
Conſul, that they had eaten v 
well : Upon this, the Conſul promi- 
ſed to his Souldiers both a Battel and 
Vidory. But however (ecret this 
Augury was kept, 'the deceit broke. 
out at laſt, and there aroſe a great 
Conteſt amongſt the Keepers ot the 
Chickens, about the falſe report that 
was made:. The noiſe of which came 
to the ears of ty wad} who faid, 
that for his Part, he had received a 
very favourable Azgary, and that he 
was fatisfied with it, and if what was 
told him were untrue, let thoſe, 
whoſe Buſineſs it was to take the 4u- 
gury,look to it ; for allthe eyil would 
pore their Heads. Immediately 
therefore he ordered, that thoſe un- 
| happy 
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Chickens ( forſooth) muſt be con. 


» 4 J "WIE... Wo by [1 _ . 'E. 5 q * . Ka o bad EY n i * * 
£ % . p . 7 Th Ws 4 þ. LETS -— CG " by bs 6 4 as, © L : 
_ we 2 - $9 þ gh 4 > .* %_ ; E-4 - # wo Y Rn;  ) 
F : - " a 
"- * # k 4 4 oy 
"> x \ $3 « s-* 
Ps . wh es. 
IHE — —_ ' . SE 
| —_—— , ” 
z | 


'the firſt gr and nh _ 
nal of the Battel was given, an 
tow (hom when Ta none knew) 
pierced that poor unlucky Keeper 
'who had given a falſe account of the 
Argary ; as ſoon as the Conſul heard 
this News, he cried out aloud 
The Gods are bere preſent : The Cri« 
- winal is puniſh'd : They have diſchart 
ged all their Anger on him, who dafers 
ved it, and we now all the Rte 
fon in the World to hope the buſt 
Then immediately, he cauſed the 
Signal tobe given, and gained an ins 
tire Victory over the Samnites.” \ 
[It is very apparent, that the Gods 
had a leſs ſhare in the Death: of this 
Poor Keeper than Papirius; and that 
the General had a Deſign , by tus 
Death, to enconrege thole Souldiers, 
whom the falſneſs of the Augory might 
have terrifid; for the Romans. were 


acquainted with theſe Arts» and 
Tricks in the times of their greatel 


Sumplicity. 
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It aiuſt be confeſſed then; that we 


EB ſhould be much in the Wrong, if ws 


ſhould believe theſe es and 0s 
racles, which the Papans themſelves 
did not believe : And if we will not 
think as meanly ' of them , 'as ſome 
Philoſophers, and ſome Generals of 
Armies did; yet let us at -leaſt 
have ſuch thoughts of them, as the 
People themſelves ſometimes had. 

But doubtleſs (may ſome obje) 
all the Pagays did not deſpiſe Ora- 
cles: And fome particular Perſons, 
that had no regard for them, are not 
ſufficient intirely to diſcredit them. 
And to the Authority of thoſe who 
did not believe them, we need do 
no more than oppoſe the Authority 
of thoſe that did. 

- * But it may be gnſwered, that theſe 
two Authorities are not of 
Strength; for the Teſtimony of thoſe 
who uphold a thing that is already 
eſtabhſhed, contributes not much. to 
the ſapport of it;but the Teſtimony of 
thoſe who do not believe it; is of 
Force enough to deſtroy it; for rhoſe 
Who do believe a thing , may 
* perhaps 
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perhaps not know the Reaſons, 1 " i 


may be given'againſt the belief ofir; 
but thoſe who do not believe it, Us 
not chuſe but know, why others bs 
lieve it. "6 

It is quite contrary, when a _new 
thing is to be introduced ; for in that 
caſe, the Teſtimony of thoſe that 
believe it, carries more weight with 
it, than the Teſtimony of thoſe who 
do not believe it ; for 'tis probably to 
be ſuppoſed, that thoſe who believe 


it , muſt needs have examined it; 


and thoſe who do not believe it, may 


perhaps not have conſideredof it. 
I will not fay, that either in the 
one or the other Caſe, the Aythority 


of thoſe who believe, or believe 'not, 
i52 final deciſion; but I will fay, that 
without a regard be had to the Ret- 
- ſons on which the two Parties fougd 
themſelves, ſometimes the Authority 
of one ſeems more receivable, and 
ſometimes that of the other. Upon 
the whole Matter, in quitting a coy 
mon Opinion, or in receiving a new 
one, we make uſe of our Reaſon 
(whether it be good or bad of 


O_ IG 4 wa yo © was coy 


The Hiſtory of Oracles.” 

there is no need of making uſe of a- 
ny. to rejeRt a new opinion, or to 
take up one that is already co 
for we have need of ſtrength to 
2 torrent, but we need none to - fol- 
low it. . PE: | 

And it avails not to the credit of 
Oracles, that among thoſe who .be- 
lieve,that there is ſomething in'emof 
divine and ſupernatural, there ſhou'd 
be ſound ſome Philoſophers of great 
_ vary the Stoicks row 
when Phz ers are once 
ſeſsd with = thing, they are more 
incurable than the common People, 
and are as much blinded with pre- 
—_ mantra Reaſons, aha 
they uphold their opinion. Sto- 
icks in particular ( as proud and fu- 
percilious a Set as they were) 
held ſome opinions which deferv'd 
pity. How cou'd they chuſe but 
believe Oracles, who believ'd Dreams? 
The great Chry/ippus himſelf adop- 
ted ſome points for articles of -hus 
faith, which had been more ſuitable 
for the belief of ſome filly Old Wo- 
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CHAP. IX; 
That the Ancient Chriſtians they 
ſelves did not very firmly bs 
lieve that Oractes were deliverd 
by Dzmons. - 1+ 


Ltho' the Learned Chrifiimy 

in the firſt Apes, were'foad 
' enough of aſſerting that Oracles were 
deliver'd-by Damons, yet they wod'd 
very often reproach the [ Zratheny 
with their being unpoſed upon'by: 


their Priefts:: Which thing. was wh 


doubtedly true, fince they” aff 

it, even with the hazard of loſing 
this ſyſtem of Demons, which i they 
eſteemed fo favourable to: 'em./ *'$ 


Thus Clement Alexanalrinus (peas 


in his third Book of Zupytries, ."\! 


21.0 
Boaft, if you will, of your Oractes; fall 
v4 olly and impertinence, of tho A 


aros, of Apollo Pythius, of Didy 


mus of Amwptuaraus, 2»d of Amphiles- 


cus.7ou may yet add your Augtrs ad 
| Is, 


a i 64 6 AO2&# a4_ i ti. 


Py t —_ 4 &. > "Tt A . I - . 
TI aF/ 0 \ 4 Wa A " * . 
= + : LY Ly III gn i. dns Le aan 0 ad of 
= $. kD. L ST ' . a Js L091 3 
j o oY 
b = - b 4 
, FP y 
i l 
74 - 
, - 


werpreters Dreaks _ Prodax es, 


"Wbow ut in the Preſexce of Apollo 
's _— hius, thoſe Men who drvined 4 


lower or by Barley, and thoſe who 


ve been Jo tifetmed, becanſe they 


Goke out of 'theie Bellies, Ler the 
ſecrets of the Aigyptian Temples, and 
the Hetrurma Necromancers. re- 
ain ſtill in Darkneſs, for they are 
Wcertainly all but extravagant Impoſtares 
Ward Deceits, no better than' meer 
cheating at. Dice :« Aud rhe Goats 
which are kept for Divination, and 


the Ravens which are tavght | $6 delj-" 


ver Oracles, are but at the Afiſtants 
or Zaneys of Miuntcbanks, who cozen 
all Mankind. CE 


Exſebins, in the Begin of his 
"alwe 5 Book of din 71 ne 
tions, propoſes at large the belt Rea- 
{ons in World to prove; that 
Oractes could beno other, than Im- 
yr: ::Andic oupda tha ns 

ons, to my 
df, when [come to treat- of the 
cheats of Oraches in particular. 
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"* Hiſlor of Oradlei, © 


—_. I muſt confeſs, that 
tho Evſebius knew ſo very well hoy 

to ds that Orac/es could not"1 
ſupernatural, yet he attributes th 
to Demons ;- and the Authori 
Man fo well inſtructed with the 
ſons on both ſides, is a very gr 
encouragement to the Party 
he embraces. 

But it is to be noted, that cher 
ſebius had very well proved, that 6" 
racles could be.no other than the lms 

poſtures'of Prief?s,; he —_ 
(witkwur either deſtroying or- weak: 

ning thoſe firſt .Proots) Tia for ul. 
this, they were delfyered by Ds. 
»onus, But he ought to have" 
ſome unſuſpeted Oracle, -which hu 
been delivered in fuch 
ces,that although many others 
be imputed to the Artifices:of Prichs, 
yet that could not. But Euſehins as 
done no ſuch thing. This is, asf te 
ſhould fay,l wallrwy x6 that all rhe 
racles can; be no'other| than Cheat 
by yet, Av not believe them uy 
0 uſe it ſerves my purpoſe; that 
the Devil ſhould now wt then enter 
into an Oracle. This 
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This is a very. Jamentable kin -— 
reafoning® But prayer | 
Euſebius (in the Circumſtances 
the times which He lived" in) dit 
not have ſaid openly, * that Oracle 
were not the Works' of Damoys,  jt- 
had been \excuſable ;- but ther 1 
ſeeming to maintain thar they ware 
ſo, he ought to have managed 'AIS 
Arguments in ſuch a wiy , 'that he 
might have infinuated'' the contrary 
with the beſt Addreſs he was capable 
of.But we are at liberty to gueſsarthe 
Reaſons, that guided” Fuſeb:us in this 
matter, according to the Eſteein we 
have of him * For niy'own part ,- I 
believe clearly, that heaſferted theſe 
Oracular Demons,” rather by way of 
Apology and from a forced Reſpect 
he had” for the common Opinion, 
than on any other Account. | 
There is a paſlage of Origen, -in 
his Seventh 'Book againſt Celſ«s , 
which ſufficiently proves that he at- 
tributed Oracles to Demons, only to 
accommodate himſelf ro; the Times, 
and to the Diſputes,which in that Age 
were between the Chriftians and the 
| G Pagans. 


Th % Heng 
5. 1 might. (Git) 
he Autboriy of 


"A that the, Greeks z ines 
= uo great Account of on by 
es 7 that - they were not ffi 4 
wor Jmpoiturgs, let us exact 1 
Caſe a little mare carefully, a 
der, whether there were any. Ne 
that a God "hols hqve - any # 
there, and if it wereuat mare 7 
ke to believe, that they were me 
by evil Damons; 41d G9: that 
Enemies to Mankind. «,-..\ +1: 

It is fufhiciently.evident that Orig | 
was inclined to believe 9 Oxaces, 
we do; but the. Pagavs ,- whe, 
them for a Proof of the. Diviguy; of 
their Religion. , had no Realo #9: 
conſent, . that they. were but the- 
tifices of their Prieſts: Sa, thatly 
gain a little upon the |Pagaxs , wer 
was a neceſſity of yielding to thi 
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what they maintained w ich%a, | =: 
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The Hiftery of Orarles. 
Obſtinacy, and to let them ſes, that 
tho there might be ſomething: of Su- 
pernatural. the Orac/es:, yet there 
was nd reaſoh to ſay, that 4 true:Di- 
vinity was cortcerned in;/them ; and 
fo Dzmoess were to be 'breught upon 
the Stage. | YI! Th: 

'Tis true, 'that it had been-much 
better wholly to have excluded even 
theſe Damons from Orascles; indiby 
that means, the greateſt blow would 
indeed have been given to the Zagas 
Religion that can be 1magined. 'But 
all rhe World perhaps did notenter 
ſodeep:into{ this Matter, and: they 


thought they had-doneenough;when 


by the #ypothefis of Peeavons, (which 
ſolves; the | whole Buſinels in two 
words,.) they' diſparaged- 41 thoſe 
Miracles,: whieh the: Pagansicauld al 
tedge for themwfalſe Wortkipe 251: 1 

* This, it is/probable;,wis the Cauto, 
why in the frih Ages of the Church, 
Men fo generally-embraced/ this: ©- 
pinion concerning @raczes.Far:we ice 
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Clearty enughintotleDarkneſsotre- | 


mote Antiquity , to diſcover , that 
Chriſtians did not hold ah. Opunmon 
FAST J G 2 ſo 
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The Hi noo Ru 
fo: much for | the truth, which & 7 
found in it, as for the Advantapy 8 


- whickit gave them in their iſp 


againſt Paganiſm : And could: 
be born again in the Age where 
tive, I doubt not,but that being then 
delivered, like us, from thoſe 
Notions, that obliged them ro that” 
Hypothefis , they would have” had 
"almoſt all of them): the- ſame 'dib 
cſteem of ones as we have at tus 
runes - :! 0”, 
Hitherto, we have only led +: 
way the Prejudices that are contraty”” 
to our Opinion, and- ws es 
drawn, either from the Sy [0 
Chriſtian Religion, or elſe. from Phe 
/ofophy, with the general Conſe 
both Pagans and ChrifFians. 


. have anſwered. all this, not. otly-: | 


mgking 7 2 __ Defence, but Be 
often' by ſtarting Objections 

ow we ſhall —_ our Afales with 
greater Vigour, and 'demonſttateby 
ail thoſe: particular Circumſtance, 
which we can remark in Oracles, 
chat they never ought to have bay 
attributed to Demons. \, .. 
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The Hiltwyof Oracle: 
CHAP. X. 


That Oracles were corrupted by 
Bribery. | 


T was ſo caſy a matter to cor- 

rupt theſe Oracles, that it was ve- 
ry evident that they were managed 
by Men. The Pythian PriefFeſs Phi- 
lipiſes, ſaid Demoſthenes, when he | 
was complaining that the Oracles of 
Delphos were alwaies conformable to 
the intereſt of Philip. 


* When Cleomenes King of Sparta, ad. 


was minded to dethrone Demaratus j ;4. 6. 
the former Kpng, on pretence that 

he was not the Son of 4ri/ſtor his | 
predeceſſor, and that Arifton himſelf 

had complain'd that his Son was born 

4 little tos ſoon aſter his Marriage,the | 
Oracle was conſulted on {o di It ; 

a queſtion; for the thing was of fuch | 

a Nature, that-it cou'd be decided on- | 

ly by the Gods. But Clcomenes himſelt 
went beforehand to engage the | 
chief Prieſteſs. of Delphos, and ſo ihe | 

| G 3 gee | + 
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_ | "irtiteraf ele 
/ declar'd that Demaratus was not he 
' Son of Ariſtor. The'cheat was for . 
time after diſcover'd,and the Priefteſt 
depriv'd of her Dignity ; for they 
were bound to revenge this: diſho-. 
nour done to their Orac/ey, and w- 
endeavour to repair their loſt cr" 


dit. Yo 
*During the time that Hippia was 
| Tyrant of Athens, ſome Citizens 
| whom he had Baniſh'd, obrain'd- 
the Pythian Prieſteſs by the force” | 
| Money,that when rhe Z iced aha L 
| ſhou'd come to confulr oY 
| on what affairs ) ſhe ſhould alway 
tell *em, they muſt . deliver "Athens 
fromTyrany. And the Laced emoniatny, 
; to whom the ſame thing#was ares | 
repeated, whatever they catne about; 
| believ'd at laſt, that the Gods wou'd 
; never Pardon them, if they col 
{ temn'd their fo frequent Orders; and 
_ thereypon- they took up Arms a+ 
NIN F1ppias, tho' he were thee 
Ally. 
If the 'D-2mons delivered Orieled | 
rhey. were alwaies full of compli 
fance to thoſe Princes that vo" 


5 Herod. 
Lib. 5 


become redowubted ; #19 "tis to be tio? 
ted that Ze1/had a 'very great rega! 
for Alexantler and Auguſtus. Somme 
Hiſtorians tell us plainly that 4/ex- 
ander had a mind by his abſolute 
Authority to make himſelf -the Son 
of Jupiter Ammon, botlr for his inte- 
reſt and the Honour of his Mother, 
who was ſuſpected to have had a 
gallant much lefs conſiderable than 
Jupiter : and they add, that befqre 
he went to the Temple, he caus'd the 
Godto be advertisd of his will and 
BY pleafure; and the God very honeſtly 
"JJ obeyed his command. Other Au- 
thors hold, that the PriefFs found 
out of themſelves this way of flatte- 
ring Alexdyder. There is none but 
Plutarch that grounds this Divinity 
of: Alexander on a miſtake of the 
Prieft of Ammon, who faluting this: 
King, and intending to fay to him 

in Greek, Oh my Son, pronounc'd as, - 
© for a #, ( for he was a Lybian, & for 
and knew not well how to pronounce” 2 mdz. 
the Greek; ) and the words with this 

change fignify, Oh Sou of Jupiter. 

And the whole Court fail'd nor to L 
G 4 CON ” 
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ONS Wer, LES 
canſtrue this miſtake. of. the, Prjelbh 
the. advantage of Alexanderyan 

without doubt the Priest hunk 
made it paſs for an Inſpiration ofthe 
God who had directed his Tongue, 
and ſoby Oracles afterwardsconfirmd 
his ill pronounciation. This laſt many 
ner of telating this Hiſtory pleales 


me extreamly, for Love to find ve Y 


little Originals give riſe to mighty 
things;this ſeems to me to be. probs: 


ble, and a Mockery worthy of Jha: 


ting fortune. 


: 


. 


* Auguſtus was ſo .in- Love 


with Livza,that he took her by farce 


from her Husband, big with: Child 


as the was; and ſo. impatient, Was 
his Paſſion, thar he would not. deferr 
his Marriage till ſhe were delivered, 
but the ation being ſomething ext» 


ordinary the Qracle was conſulted + 
bout it ; who knew well how: to 
make its Court to ſo glorious a. Mos 


narch, and was not only content. to 


approve the Marriage, but alſurd 
him, that Weddings never - ſucceded' 
better, than when the Bride was-ab 
ready. . with , Child, This . ſeems 


, 


to 
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to me- a. very | ſtrange Maxim, 
There were at Sparta buit two fa- 

milies, out of which. chey inighe 

chuſe their 'Kings, - But -Lyſander , 

one of the greateſt Men that ever 

Sparta bred, tram'd a deſign to take 

away this diſtinion, too advantage» | 

ous for thoſe two Families,and tooin+ 

jurious to all the reſt; and to open'a 

way to Royalty for all thoſe whohad 

merit enough to pretend to it. In 

order to this, he contriv'd fo ' per» . 

plex'd a plot, that1 admire how a Man 

of Wit could hope to draw any ſuc- 

ces from it. Plutarch ſays very well, 

that it was like a Mathematical De» 

monſtration, to which no Magn ar- 

rives but by tedious methods. There 

was a Woman mm Poxtus 'who pretens 

ded to be Big with Child by Apollo; - 

Lyſander caſt his thoughts upon this 

Son of Apollo, intending to make uſe 

of him when he ſhou'd be born ; 

( this it was to have .a very great 

foreſight.) and he cauſes a report to 

be ſpread abroad, that the Prie/ts of 

 Delphos had in their poſſeſſion very 

ancient Oracles which they wee not 

-8-2b-x; - pare 


| | toreac ſe | 
rele" the priviee. for lomo 
char ſhould come of his blood; aid 
| who ſhould tone to Delphos to Jullis 
Wotnan at Povris was to be this Sh 
of Apollo ; and it was contriv'd that 
amongſt thoſe myſterious Oratles, 
cloſely conceal'd, there ſhould be gfe” 
_ out, mo a dechire th. 
the Spartans that they auplit : 
the: Crown to Deſert only, be rs 
having any fegard to Farnilies So that 
now nothing rerhain'd but to ſhape 
up forme Oracles; to get this Son of 
Apo/lb ( who was called Silems ) 
into - the projet, to make hin 
come to De/phos,- and to bribe” the 
Homes All rhis' i, "_ 
eemsS to me'-ve prizing ; 
what ſtrange dhe mo they 
have madeulc of,for the acc uyhing 
ſo great a deſign? * $;/exws cornes td 
Greece and prepares to make himſelf 
known CLI for the Son of 4 
pollogbut as ill tick would have it,ofne 
of Lyſaxder's creatures having forns: 
errors \uUpon him; at leſt voy 
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ound himſelf ermmbark'd in'fo dings- 
2us ar; affair, ſpoif'd all. | | 
There 1s ſcarce 4 tnote remarkable 
Yoample to be found: in all  Hiſtory' 
\ Wof the corruption of Oracles ; but. ity 
| reporting it, I' will not difſemble a 
Mtruth which my Author faies no- 
Mthing of; whuch is, that Zy/ander had 
"before endeavour'd to' corrupt many 
Mother Oractes, but could not accom» 
TYpliſh it. Dowona refuſed to take his 
"money, Fapiter Ammon was inflexible, 
Yand even the Prieffsof the place ſent 
deputies to Sparte to" accule Ly/ſan- 
der ; but by the force of his 
he got himſelf clear of that affair. 

The great Priefteſs of De/phos denyed 

to ſell him her voice. And this makes 
I me believe, that there were mm 
Delphos two Colleges, which held no 
FE communication with one another,the 
one of Prieſts,the other of Prieffeſſes; 
for Zy/ander,yho could not corrupt 
the great Prie/fteſs, could yet ſuffici« 
ently corrupt the Prieſts. The Price 
feſſes were thoſe only who deliver d 
the Oracley YVivavoce,and who with a 
thouſand Antick motions and grimas 
CES 
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8 6 The Hiſtory of Oracles;” W | 
ces acted the Poſleſs'd on the 7ripes; 
and ſeemed to rage, with the: inſpþ 
rations of the God; but in all robab- YN 
lity the Preefts had a Ware-he 1c of | 
Written Prophecies, of which the 
were the Matters the Diſpenſers, and 
the Interpreters. 1 
It is not to be doubted, but that 
the Prieſts, for the honour of their 
trade would ſeem very nice and fer 
utous to thoſe who deſir'd to: bribe; 
em, eſpecially when things were 
requir'd wherein there was no-ey- 
n to hope for much ſacceſs ; ſuch 
SS was the novelty, which _ Lyſavazr: 
had a deſign to introduce into the 
government of Sparta; and” perhaps 
the fagtion of Age/tlaus, which was 
againſt that of Lyſander, was ſome 
what jealous of his project, and had 
been before-hand with the Oracits. 
Nor is it to be imagin'd, that the 
Prieſts of Ammon would have taken 
the painstohave come from the far- 
theſt part of Libya to Sparra, to have 
accuſed ſo great a Man as - Lyſander, 
if there had not been. a* very. god 
underſtanding between their hy 


Y 


in 
= » iy 
-*; fa 


o 
Wy 
* ", 


Þ. 


VWe ot SR”. 6. . VOID 


4  ,© £ ON HH —IW * —_— LL SA. noon ad Rl 
Q 


yp | * BF" FP : \ . &. & 4 OP . 
$7 ou a . " ab; - x 
| | X A : . we 
= : = , L . 
ory acties, 


nd his Enemies , who encouraged - 
hem to accuſe him. | 


CHAP. XI. 


b— 


Of the Erethion of new Oracles. 


He Oracles, which were ſome- 
TI times erected! anew. ,. do 
much weaken the- Hypotheſis of Davl 
mons, as the Oracles that were cor- 
' After _ Death of Ephe/tion, AS 
kxander, to camfort-himſelf, would 
needs have it believed, that Epheſti- 
on was a God ; To. which, all his 
Courtiers conſented without | 
Difficulty : And unmediately,.. 
ples were erected in many Cities to 
Epheſtion , Feſtivals were inſtituted 
to his Honour, Sacrifices were made 
to him, Ou ery 0 es attF1- 
buted to him, and in fine ( that no», 
thing at all might be wanting). they 
made him deliver Orac/es. _ 
4 | YS, 
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fays, that | Alexander; "Who-X 

firſt aſtoniſhed to ſee the IF 

Epheftion have ſuch Scccels,b 

it Acai a ng th = 8 

found a- gy 

thinking ; 6 : Ge uy heh hicklh | 

Was a ot but that he had as c 
Power of making Gada\..”* 
Adrian committed the fame Fb 

for the lovely Antinous : In gh , 
of 'whoſe'Memory he built th 
of Antinopolis, he confearned.d bars : 
po and Prophets\ whit @ 

Jerome :) Now there 'wete'r 


phets, [but in. thoſe” TFonlplet in 
there were Qractes, And'rhe wk 
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After this; waged: not. W Je, 
that 4*2u/ts alſo delivered. 0 

as we find it in Prudeltins nd'ver- 

tainly Avgn/ttus was as fit to be-\ yot- 
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| v were 
not in like Credit with thabs of more 
J ancient Dates, and that there is a vaſt 
difference between them ; for they 
ſunted the Gods, of the new Edition ; 
to certain Anſwers, that were necet: | 
fary for the flattering of Princes; 
but for any thing elſe, they were/not * 
ſeriouſly conlalted. 
For when Queſtionsof Importance 
were to be asked, they went to;Detr 
phos. The ancieat Tripodes had been 


n a Policſion of Futurity, Kune out of 
a Mind; 


he ks Eieyiflals, 
ind ; "and the' word! + 
ge, | ex perienced God was farniae 
authentick i tha that of theſe Ups 
ſtarts, who were leſs verſed'in 
Trade. The Roman Emperors, whe 
Intereſt it was to- advance and” as 
{value on the Divinity of their'Preds: 
{ ceſſors (ſince themſelves claitried the | 
' fame) would have endeavoured" 
| have render'd'the Oracles of th 46 
.\ fied Emperors (lu&has / War 
[more x3 "of it not” 
| that the People, accuſtornedtc If | 
| ancient Oracles, conld not it Vet 
' ame Confidence intheſe; fort 
willingly believe, that, what Tr 
tion ſoever they had to the moſt” b. 
diculous ſuperſtitions , yet 1 4 x) 
hugh'd at theſe new Orac/es,” and'n 
general, at all the Conſecraney 
new Gods: For how could they pal 
ſibly take the Eagle, which flew 0 n 
of the flaming Funeral Pile of 4 4 
man Emperor,» to be the Soul of tl 
Emperor, that was taking 1 its F 
to Heaven 2 F Jy 7 
How then came it to paſs, tl Ht 
People were deceived at the” hrlt's 
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The Hiſtory of Oracles. 
recion of Gods and Oracles > Thus 
it was, asT conjeture. As for the 


Gods, Paganiſm had only two prin-. 


cipal ſts of them, either Gods who 
were ſuppoſed to be eſſentially of a 
Divine Nature,or1God's which did not 
become fo, till-after they had been © 

a humane' Nature firſt. The former 
ſort were declared Gods by the Lear- 
ned, or by the Legiſlators with a 
multitude of Myſteries ; and the Peo- 
ple neither ſaw them, nor ever had 
ſeen them : The ſecond forr' ( tho? 
the whole World knew that they 
had been Men, yet they) were made 
Gozs by the Inclination of the Peo- 
ple, in Memory of their Vertues. 
They framed to themſelves a very 
elevated /dea of the one ſort, be- 
cauſe they were above their view ; 
and of the other, becauſe they loved 
them. But they could not have thar 
Devotion for a Roman Emperor, who 
was only made a God by the Favour 
and Order of the Court, and not by 
the Love of the People, and who be- 
lides this, was known fo very lately 


to have been a Man. 
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As for the Oracles, their firſt Ec < 
bliſhment 1 1s not difficult to un yl 
For find me but half a dozen Perſon | 
whom I can perſwade that ings « t 

| the Sun that makes the Day, and 1 
' will not deſpair of prevailing with a 
| whole Nation to embrace the fame 
|Opinion: For however ridiculous &. | 
ny thing ſeems at firſt, if you eanbuy. 
' maintain it for __ w—_ ſo that it 
ins the Authority 0 Antiquity : 
4 is then ſufficiently proved. ; 
There was on the top of Par- 
vaſſus a hole, out of which an Exha- 
lation came, which was of ſuch a 
Nature, that it made Goats dance 
and caper, by fuming into. their 
Heads ; and perhaps ſome = 
whoſe Head was fled with this 
halation became an Fnthufraſt, 
talking, without knowing what i» | 
{aid, and by chance ſpoke truth. Im- 
mediately, there was ſomething De 
vine fanſied to be in this Exhalation, 
and that it-contained the Knowledgs 
of Futurity ; then, they begin to aÞ» 
| proach this hole Mev gs 
and Cercmomies are by little wr 
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tle introduced. Thus in ' 
probability, the Oracle of - 


owed its Ofiginal to an Exhalation, 
which infefted the Head, there was 
a neceſſity that the Pythiav Prieſteſs 
ſhould be in a Fury, when ſhe was 


phos was at firſt ereted. And as it . | 


to propheſie j but in the greateſt | 


part of the other Orac/es, Fury was 


not practifed, Let but one Orac/e | 


be ſet up, and you need not doubt 
but a thonfand will follow the Exam- 
ple; for if the Gods can ſpeak in one, 
why ſhould they not do fo as well in 


others 5 The People ftruck with” the | 


Wonder of-the thing, and finding of | 
what uſe it woul 'be, arid cove- 
tous of the Profit, which they ex- 
peed from it, deſired nothing more 
than to ſee Oracles ſet up in | every 
place; .and in time, all theſe Oracles 
got the Advantage of Antiquity , 

which ſtood them in great ſtcad. And 
* could not be expeRed, that the 
new ones {ſhould have ſuch Succeſs, 
fince they were etabliſhed by Prix- 


ces: whereas the People are mbſt © 


willing to believe, what they make 
themlclves, H 2 Add 
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The Hiſtory of Oracles, 
;- Add to all this, that at the tiny 
of the firſt inſtitution both of 6% | 
and Oracles, Ignorance was much 
greater than it was afterwards. Phis 
Foley was not then known in the 
World, and the moſt extravagant ſus. : 
perſtitions had met with -no contre» 
dition from thence. *Tis - true that 
thoſe we call the People are never 
mighty knowing;yer the dulneſs,with 
which they are alwaies poſfleſs'dre- | 
ceives ſome difference 'according to 
the Ages in which they live. But 
there are ſome Ages wherein all the 
World are the People,” and thoſe 
times without comparifon' are the 
moſt favourable for the introdudior 
of errors. "Tis no wonder then,wlat 
the People had a leſs eſteem forthe 
new Oracles, than for the Ancient 
ones;but this makes not the oldQracles 
any whit better than the "new. ones. 
Now either a Demon went OUS 
ia the Statue of EFpheftion, .to deli 
ver Oracles from thence ( as ſoon #8. 
it pleas'd A/exandes to ered orie to 
_ him asto a God: ) or if the Statue 
deliver d Qracles without the 
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The Hiſtory of Oracles. © tor © : 
mon, then that of -Apollo Pythins 3 
might do fo as well. And it ſeems 
to me very ſtrange and furprizing , 
that the fancy of AZexander ſhould 
be able to ſend a Demon to take poſ- 
ſeſſion of a . Statue, which by that 
means only was to become an eter- 
nal occaſion of error to all Men, 


— 


CH A P. XIL 
Of the places where Oracles 
were, 


\ E ſhall now enter upon the 
Hiſtory of thoſe Artifices 
and cheats what the Prieſts pra- I 
Qis'd: which contains many things * 
of Antiquity very agreeable and par- 
ticular. | 
Countries that were Mountainous 
( and by conſequence full of holes, 
and caverns) were alwaies fulleſt of | 
Oracles; fuch - was | Seotia, which * 
anciently, as Plutarch faies, had 32 2 
number of them. Where by the way 2 
| H 3 you | 
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'yau may obſerve that the Beatiau 
had the repute of being the fooliſheſt 
'Nation of the World; and thereforeit 


\\{Was a fit country 'for Oracles, be 
1ng . full of. blockheads and Ga 
Verns. | _ 

[ cannot. helieve that the firſteſis- 
bliſhment of Oracles was a deſign 
cheat : but thar the People fell intg 

. fome fuperſtition which gave 'em'a 
Leginning, - and that afterwards Mey 
of Wit made their advantages of. 
'em. For the weakneſs of the Peopl 
3s oftentimes Preater than could have: 
. been foreſcen'; and many times thoſe 
that deceive 'em, think of nothing 
leſs, until they themſelves give ſome 
opportunity for the fraud. - And my 
- opinion 1s, that Oracles were not 
therefore placed -in Beotza, becaule 
tis Mountainousz bur becauſe the 0- 
Vracle of Delphos had by chance its 
beginning there, after the manner 
which we have related, therefore - 0- 
thers, that were made in imitation 
of that in the ſame country,were ſitu; 
ated alſo in the Caverns : the conve- 
niences of which for that purpoſe, 
_. were 
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were very well known tothe Prieſts. 
This cuſtom afterwards ſpread- it 
{lf every where ; for the-pretence af 


caverns -neceſfary; and beſides /ca- 
verns of themſelves one with, 

a certain horror, which does not a 
little advance ſuperſtition ; and in 
things that are only tomake imprel- 
ſions on-+the imaginations of Men 
nothing} is to' be negleed.  It-may 
be alſo, that.the. fituation of De/phos 
contributed to the making it be.e- 
ſteem'd asa holy. Town; 4t;was built 
on a {mall. tevel which was half way 
up the Mountain of Parzaſſns, and 
encompals'd with -precipices which 
fortify'd it without the help of art. 
That part. of the Mountain - which 
was above'it,. had the reſemblance of 
a Theatre; and the voice of Men,and 
the ſound|'of Trumpets was multi» 
ply'd by the echoes of the:Rocks.Do 
not you believerthen; that they knew 
how to make-even theſe Echoes of 
great uſe to em?: 7 | 1, TL 

The advantages of the; Prie/ts,and 
the mgjeſty of the Orac/es, do equal- 
H 4 ly 
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Divine exhalations xr 'd thee 


' The Hiſtory of Oracles $: 
ly require theſe caverns ; ; for-whi > 
reaſon there was no oreat number W 
of theſe prophetick Temples ſituated Wl 
on Plains; but yet there were ſome, 
whoſe defeds the Prieſts knew well - 
enough how . 9.remedy, and-inſtead 
of natural caverns, to accomodate 
'em with Artificial ones, that is #6; 
fay,what they call Sanctuaries, whyeh? 
were a ſort of Caves where" the 'Dþ 
vinity perpetually reſided, and where 
none bur the | Prief#s | ever en 
ter. 
* Plutar. ..\* When the Pythian Priefleſ 
_ my Placed her ſelf upon the 7ripoi,it was © 
oe in- her Sandhu , an: obſcure place 
c4/d. at ſome diſtance from a certain little 
_ chamber, wherein thoſe who came: 
to conſult the Oracles were to ſtand. 
The entrance of this Sanctuary was 
all cover'd over with boughs of Law 
rel, by whch means thoſe who. had 
the liberty of approaching it, con 
make nogdiſcoveries. 
From whence do you. think, pro» 
ceeds the diverſity that is to be coand. 
1n. the deſcription which rhe-Anci-» 
. Ents give of their oracles + It is _ 
A | 
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"YN cauſe they never faw what paſs'd in 

'Þ the moſt facred receſſes of their 
"Y Temples. | 

For example, they agree not a- 

mong themſelves about Oracle 

of Dodona, and yet what could be 


'better known to the Greeks > Arg-* 
ftotle, ( as Swidas reports) writes, 
that at Dodona there were two co- 
lumns, upon one of which there was 
2 Baſon-of Braſs, and upon the other 
a Statue of a Child who held a Whip, 
the cords of which being alſo of 
Braſs made a noiſe againſt the Baſon, 
when they were- agitated by the 
Wind. | 
Demon ( accotding to the ſame 
Saidas ) fays thatthe Oracle of Ja- 
J piter at Dodons is all encompals'd 
with Baſons;of which, when any one 
is puſh'd againſt the next, the moti- 
on-is communicated all round to the 
reſt, and they*make a din, which 
continues for ſome time. 
Others fay,that there was a reſoun- 
ding Oak, which ſhook its Branches, 
and leaves together, all the while the 
Oracle was conſulted ; and its mea- 
| ning 
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ningwas pronounced by the Pre. 
ſer Sled Dedenides Ini is plainfron 
this that there was nothing certain 
þut the noiſe, which was to be heard 
from without ; but not ſeeing "the 
inward SanQuary, where the rot 
' reſided, they only knew, but by eoo# 
jecure, and the fallacious reports 
of the Prieſts what caus'd this noiſe, 
Yer we find jn Hiſtory,that ſame few 
had the privilege to enter into theſe 
San&tuaries ; bur-they were 
of no leſs quality than A/exander and 
Veſpaſian. Strabo reports from Ci 
liſthenes that Alexander enter'd + 
lone with the Prie/tinto the Sand 
ary of 4mmbn, and that all therell 
heard the Oracle only from "mo 
out. 

Tacitas alſo relates that Yeſpak 
when hc was at- Alexandria, ( 
already a deſign upon--rthe: ape 
would . needs conſult” the Orac 
on erapis ; but before he enter'd, he 

every body quit the 7emph; 
and: yelifox all- thi perhaps ip 
not enter into the' 'Sanftuary.” = 
the inſtances of ' this mv 


on. Ke 58 de 
” The Hiſtory af Orathe. 1p , 
yery rare; for my Author averrs that | 
he never knew. of any other than 
theſe two; unleſs you will add what 
Tacitus ſays of Titus, to whom the 
Prieſt of Paphian Venus diſcovered 
in ſecret many great things, concer- 
ning the deſigns which he had then in 
hand. But yet this example: proves 
leſs than that of Yeſpafian, that the 
Prieſts allow'd great Men the liberty 
of entring into-the Sandtuary*of their 
Temples. Doubtleſs -one © ought to 
have a great deal of credit with the 
Priefts, to oblige 'em to diſcover the 
Arcana of their myſteries ; but they 
did it only to Princes, whoſe Inte- 
reſt they knew it was to keep the ſe- 
cret; and who, in the circumſtances 
which they were thei in,- had''fome 
particular reaſon to raiſe and not lef- 
ſen the reputation of Oracles. 
In theſe dark Santuaries it was, 
that all thg machines of the Prieſts 
lay ; and they enter'd into them by 
intricate paths under ground. | Ruf- 
vs deſcribes to us the Temple of Se- 
rapis full of covert ways : and ( to 
bring a teſtimony. yet ſtropger Re 
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os The Hillnyof Ora, © 
his) do not the Holy Scriptures” 
_ to us the impoſtures of the 
Prieſts of Belus, who had a private 
conveyance to enter ſecretly intous 
Temple, and to take away the met: 
which was there offer'd t6 him? 
ſeems to me that this Hiſtory ak : 
ought to decidethe whole queſtion 
our favour ; for we there havean'#& 
count of one of the miracles-of Page: 
i/m,which was the moſt uni 
believ'd, how that the God's took the 
pains to come and Eat the conſecrs» 
ted meat, themſelves. Do the Ser 
ptures attribute this prodigy to De- 
\, ons? not at all ; but to the Prieffs, 
who were impoſtors. And it is in 
this place alone that the Scriptures 
vouchfafe to give the deſcription"of 
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a Pagan miracle; and by not advett- 
{ing us that the reſt were not of the 
ſame nature, they give us plainly to 
underſtand that they 'were.. After all, 
how much eaſier was it to perſwade 
People that the Gods deſcended into 
Statues.to ſpeak'to *em, and give 'em 
wholeſome inſtructions, than that 
they camedown to Eat the _— 
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The Hliſtoryof Oracles. - tog 
of Goats 'and Sheep; and therefore 
Ty ly if it was the Priefts that Eat 
and not the _ gy 
reaſon,it was the t pronou 
the Oracles in ther ſtead. | 
The Cavities of the Sa»fuary, in- 

creas d the voice, - and caus'd reboun- 
ding Echoes, which imprinted a fort 
of awful terror in all that approach'd 
it: you ſee alfo in all the Poets that 
the Pythian Priefteſſes ſtrain'd their 
voices, ſo much beyond the pitch of 
nature,that they appear'd to be more 
than humane. Sera too that ſort *Sir Sam. 
of * Trumpet which multiplies the 7,0: 
ſound, du por then alt oy un- hag. 
known : and it - may be Sir, Same! 
| Moreland,has but revived this ſecret, 

which the Pagan Prieſts knew be- 

fore him; tho' they choſe rather tq_ 

get profit by concealing it, *than ho- 

nour by publiſhing it. And Father 

Kirker aſſures us that Alexander had 

one of theſe inſtruments, with which 

he made himſelf be heard by his who 

oy at the ſame 'time. There iS 

one little thing which I wilt not 
forget, becauſe it ſerves to demon- 
| Eh ſtrate 
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| 14-0. me Faujbc of Or aces, 6: 
| ftratethe extream application wh 
the Priefts had to cheating, Fray 
the Sanituary or bottom of -the Toms 
ple there came out ſometimes a ye 
agrecable vapour which fill'd all che 
place where the Conſulters were: tf | 
was the arrival of the God, you muſt 
know, that perfum'd ajl. Judge then, 
if Men who carried on their impos 
ſtures ſo curiouſly as to deſcend 
to theſe trifles, would negle& any 
thing that was eſſential. © 
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CH AP: XI. 
Of the Diftinftions of days, and other 
Myſteries of Oracles. 


HE Prieſts negledted- not 
oe oO 


am ſterious Air, Which is ſtill much - 
practisd in like matters; but yet 
the chicf advantage which theydrew: 


- 
| _ 
$$. 
(IO, wh. 
«4 x L 


' The Hiſtmyof Ordtles. - 110. © 
from it, was, that they could put you 
off with this pretext till another time, 
either if they had no mind to 'give 
you any anſwer at all, or if t 
thought fit to have this time of ſi- 
ſence for the taking their meaſures 


and making their tives. 
o__— af theſe pretended un- 
lucky days, there was deliver'd to 


Alexander one of the pleaſanteſt O- ' 
racles that ever was. He went to _. 
Deiphos to conſult the God, and the | 
. Prieſteſs, pretending that, it was 
. F not then a lawful time tointerropate, 
would not enter into the Zemple. A- 
lexander, who was very rough and 
impatient, took the Prieſteſs by the 
Arm and led her in-by force; where- 
upon ſhe cry'd ont, Ah, my Son, you 
are not to be refiſted. 1 defire no more, 
( ſays Alexander ) this Oracle & e- 
nough for me. 

But the Prief#s had got- another 
ſecret to gain time when they plea- 
ſed. Before they would conſult the 
Oracles they. muſt Sacrifice ; and if 
the entrails of the victim were not 
lucky,thenthe God was not in an hu-. 
mour 
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mour to anſwer ; now -none vie | 
of the victims but the Prieſts : and © 
for the moſt part ( as it appears by 
many examples ). they were alone 
when they examin'd 'em: And often, 

to delay the time, aver & would _ | 
men begin their Sacrifice a new, and * 
bring a ſecond victim, tho! they had 
already offer'd one that had the fineſt 

Heart and Liver in the World. 

What werecall'd the Myſteries and 
ſecret Ceremonies of the Gods, were: 
without doubt the beſt Artifices the 
Prieſts could invent to keep- People 
in the dark : and.yet they couldgor - 


ſo well hide the Poke but that the 
cheat would be ſuſpected by many 
perſons; and therefore they contr> 
ved among themſelves to eſtabliſh 
certain Myſteries, which ſhould in- 
gage thoſe that were initiated into. 
them to an inviolable OR 


'Tis true there were myſteries 1n . 
thoſe Temples where there were no 
Oraclfs but there were. no Oracles 

| but what had myſteries: as forgit 
ſtance in that of De/phos. Plutarchy 
in his Dialogues ſo often cited, ſay 


® The Hiſtory of Oracles; 
AM that there Was. no Perſon in ' the 
Town of Delphos, nor in all "that 
Country, that was not 1jnitiated into 
their myſteries, and fo every body 
had his dependance on the Prie#ts; 
and if any one had dared to have 0- 
pened his mouth - againſt *em, they 
preſently cryed out, 0 the A4theiff ! 
0 the impious Man / and he would 
have drawn upon himſelf by hiSplain 
| FF dealing ſuch inconveniences, as he 
ef could never have got quit of. But 
e | yet if there had been no ſuch myſte- 
3 
' 
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ries, the inhabitants of De/phoswould 
have been :alwaies obliged to haye 
conceal'd the knavery of their Prie/ts; / 
for De/phos was a City which had no 
* & other Revenue 'but that of its Tem- 
ple, and was maintain'd only by its ' 
& Oracle; but for all that, the Priefts 
Y were not contented till they had fe- 
cured the People to themſelves by a 
double tie,and fb they anriexed ſuper- 
ſtition to their intereſt. And with- 
out doubt a Man who had ſpoken ul 
of their Orac/es, would have been 
wonderous well received. in ſuch a 


Town. | | 
I | Thofe, 
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Thoſe, who were initiafed 1 
their myſteries, gave alſo futther * 
curity for their diſcretion ; for they 
were oblig'd to make a confeſſion ty! 
their Prieſts of all the moſt private 
actions of their Lives : fo that by 
this, means they became ſlaves to 
their Prief#s, that their own ſecrets 
might be kept. 


It was upon this fort of confeſſion” 
that'a Zacedemonian, who was m7 | 
y 


ing to initiate himſelf into the 
ſteries of Samothrace, ſpoke rou 


thus to the Prieſt : If I have commit». 


ted any crimes, ſarely the Gods are 
not ignorant of "em. | 


Another anſwer'd almoſt after the 


ſame manner: 7s it to you or to God 
we ought ro confeſs our Crimes ? It» 


70 God , fays the Prieſt. Well then,? 


retire thou, anſwered the Licedeme 
nian , and T'll confeſs "em tv» Go 
Theſe Lacedemonians were not Vi 
full of the Spirit of Devotion, and 
do not doubt but there might hai 
been ſome Man Wicked enough, 
go and make a falſe confeſſ 

get humſelf initiated into their 
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The Hiſtory of Oracles. ws 7 
ries, and then'afterwards ro make a " 
* Bf difcovery of all their Extravagancies, 
Wand publiſh the Cheats: of the 
Prieſts. | 
- I believe that this Misfortune may 
have happened, for though Prieſts uſed 
all poſſible means to prevent ' fuch 
Diſcoveries: They obſerved narrow- 
ly what Perſons they were , with 
JF whom they had todo; and, I 
© warrant you, the two Lacedemoni- 
ans, whom wehave mentioned, were 
not admitted. Beſides, they decla- 
red the Epicareans, incapable of be- 
ing initiated into their Myſteries, 
becauſe they. were a fort of Men, 
who made it their Buſineſs to laugh 
J at them; and I believe, they never 
i delivered Oractes to them : Nor was 
J it very difficult to know them; for 
all thoſe among the Greeks, who ap- 
plied chemſelves to Literature, made | 
choice of ſome Se of Philoſophy, or 
other, and took their Appellation 
from that Se&t, almoſt as we do 
from, a Country. For Example, there 
were three Demetriuſes, which were 
thus diſtinguiſhed; ws was Demerrs- 
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16 The Hifloryof Qracles. © 
us the Cynick, the other, Demetrj | 
the Sroick, and the third; Dem 2 
us the Peripatetick, This Cuſtom 
of excluding the Epicureans from all 
Myſteries, was ſo general, and ſore 

_ ceſlary for the Ro of Sacred 
. things, that it was made uſe of by 
that Grand Cheat, whoſe Life Lucagy 
deſcribes-ſo agreeably ; 1 mean that 
' Alexander, who fooled the Greets 
{o long a time with his Serpents: But 

' heallo added the Chriftians to 
FE PICUreans; for he thought ORC no bet- 
- ter than the other: And before he be- 
can his Ceremonics, he always cried, 
Let the Chriſtians be put out. J0 
whom the People anſwered 1na land 
of Chorus, Let the Epicureans be put 
out alſo, Nay,he did far worſe thanall 
this ; for ſeeing himſelf tormentedby 
theſe two ſorts of People, (who, tho 
puſhed by ditterent Intereſts, yet cg 
ſpired together to turn his Cerems: 
nies into Ridicule) he : declared that 
Pomtus (where he then lived )-w8 
filled with wicked People, and. that 
the, God:, whoſe Prophet he was 
would ſpeak no more, if - they -aw 
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The FhFtory of Oracles. 1} 
not rid themſelves of them z and up- IJ 
on this, they murdered all the Epi 
cureans and the Chriſtians. 

Daphnean Apollo, in the Suburbs 
of Antioch, was in the ſame unecaſi- 
neſs; when in the time of Julian the 

—_—_ he anſwered all-thoſe, who 
asked him the Cauſe of his filence, 
that they muſt lay the blame on, cer- 
tain dead People, who were/interred 
in the Neighbour-hood...; Theſe dead- 
People were Chriſtian'.Martyrs, and 
amonglt the reſt, $t. Bahifas. Now 
the current Opinign is,-that it was 
the Preſence of theſe blelied dead Bo- 
dies, which deprived the:Dezmons of 
the Power of ſpeaking; in the, Oracle; 
but 'tis more probable, ..that the grear 
Concourſe of Chriſtians, which dai- 
ly viſited the Sepulchers | of theſe 
Martyrs, incommoded the Prieſts of 
Apollo, who did not care, that fych 
cleareſighted Enemies ſhould be Wit» 
neſſes of their Actions ;.and there- 

fore they endeavoured by this falſe 

Oracle, to obtain of the Pagan Ems 


peror, that he would cauſe theſe Bo- 
I 3 dies 
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dies, of which the God o onmling 
to be caſt out from thence. ; 

But let us return to the Artifices of 
the Prie/fts, of which the Oracles are 
fall : And to comprehend in one R& 
flection alone, all thoſe that can'bv 
made upon them, I would fain haje 
ſome one tell me, why the Dame 
could not predict what was to come; 
unleſs they 'were in holes, in (65 
'verns #nd in- obſcure Plaves3- And 
why- they” did"'never animate 4 
Statue, mforrecommon Road, whets 
four oh ay's mer, expoſed oy all 
ſides tothe view of the World: But 
it'may perhaps be faid , that 
Oraciesrwhichwere givenin anfwerto” 
fealed Letters and thoſe that weredeli» 
vered by Dreatns, could nothave been 
without Demons ; but 'twill be 
eaſte for us to ſhow, that they had 
nothing in them more wonderful une 
miracylous than the reſt, 
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0f Oracles that were delivered m 
Anſwer to Sealed Letters, 


He Priefts were not fo ſcru- 
| ulous 1n that Point, as not 
to unſeal the Letters that were 
brought them. The Cuſtom was to 
lay them upon the Altar : Aﬀeer 
which the Temple was to be ſhut; 
but the Prieſts knew very well how 
to enter, without being perceived. 
Or elſe, they put the Letters into 
the Hands of the Prie/ts, that they 
might ſleep upon them, and receive 
in a Dream the Anſwer, which they 
were to return : And in both Caſes, 
they had the Leifure to open them 
privately. For the doing this, they 
had many ſecret Arts :, Some of 
which we ſee praQtifed by the falſe 
Prophet of LZacian. And they are 
to be ſeen in Zacian himſelf by any 
one, that has the Curioſity to know 

Iq4 how 
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how the Letters of the Ancients\ 
to be opened, without its being pet 
ceived that they were ſo.' *- A 
Certainly, they made uſe of ſome 
of theſe Secrets, 'to open thoſe Let 
ters, that the Governowr of .Cilicia 
(of wh6m Plutarch ſpeaks) had ſent 
to the Oracle of Mopſus, which was 
at Ma{lus, a City of that Province. 
The Governour knew not. what to 
think of the Gods ;- tor he was pok- 
ſeſled by the Fpicureans with many 
doubts, which they had put -1nto his 
Head: So that, he was. reſalved , s 
Plutarch pleaſantly obſerves, to ſend 
a ſpy among the Deities, to;learn 
what he conld of them ; So he gave 
him a Letter very carefully ſealed, 
to carry to the Oracle of Mopſus. 
This Envoy came, and, as the Cuſtom 
was, laid his Letter upon the Altar, 
and himſelf flept in the "Temple, 
Where he ſaw. in a Pream , a Man, 
very well made, who faid ' to him,” 
Black. He carried back this Anſwer 
to the Governor with his Letter ſealed 
juſt as he ſent it, . to all Appea- 
rance. The Anſwer ſeemed very ris; 
diculods 
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diculous to the Zpicureans, that 


were 
at Court ; but himſelf was ſtruck 
with Aſtoniſhment. and Wonder at 
itz and _ his Letter before 
them, he ſhowed them what he had 
written ; which was” this Queſtion: 
Shall 7 facrifice't# you a white br a 
black Bullock > After this Miracle, 
he was all his Life very much devo- 
ted to the God Mopſus. We will 
hereafter diſcover to.you the Myſtey 
ry of the” Dream ; but it is.ſufficient 
at preſent to tell you, that there is no 
doubt, but- that the Letters were o« 
pened and ſealed again with great 
Dexterity and Addrefs; for what-ne+ 
ceſſity was there of ſending a Letter 
tothe Temple, if a Demon was to 
make the Aniwer? And if it ſome» 
times happened ſo, that the Prieſts 
durſt not venture-to open the Let- 
ters, then they endeavoured by their 
Cunning , to- diſcover what Men 
came to the Oracle: about ; for they 
were commonly Perſons of Note, 
and who had ſome Deſign or Paſſion 
in their Heads'; that was not un- 


known to the World. And the 
| | Prieſts 
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' Prieſts had fo much, Converlation 


; with thoſe that came to- cc & 
' therat their Sacrifices, " C0 fu 


| delays, that were made by the. Ons 


| cle, before it would anſwer, tl 2. it 


' was not. difficult to draw from they 
' ewn Mouths ( or at leaft to:cop 


| jeqture) what was the Cauſe of they 
_ : They made them offer oge 
Sacritice after another, tzll they; had 
gotten ſome Light into their Alizy 
They put them alſo into the | H 

of certain little Officers of the 7ew- 
ple, who, (under pretence of ſhow: 
ing them the Antiquities, the Stg- 
tuss,: the Paintings, and, the Otier 
1ng8,/ managed the matter ſo, (- 
25 to.pump many-things out of. 
concerning the Buſineſs which they 
cameabout. Theſe' Antiquaries (like 
thoſe who live uponthis Trade nowin 
{taly)were in allthe Temples that were 
anything conſiderable.They knewby 


Heert all the Miraclesthatwere 9 
they {ct forth to you the Power 
Wonders of their God, and they 1& 
counted to you along og 
ry : Preſent that. was conſecrated t0 
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him. And therefore, Lacias lays s very 
pleaſantly, that all this ſort of Men 
lived and ſubſiſted on Fables;and that 
in Greece,they would have been very 
an to have been: told; truth, tho' 
i Fad coſt them nothing, If thoſe 
who came to-'confult the Oracle, 
would not tell all themſelves , yet 
their Servants could not hold their 
Peace. You muſt know, that in an 
Oracle-Town, there were ſcarce any 
Perſons but* Orac/e-Officers : Some 
were fo wp atagn Priefs ; others, 
Poets into Verſe the Ore 
obs were edt in Proſe ;) 
others, ſimple Zxterpreters; others, 
lttle Sacrificers, who killed the Vi- 
&ims, and examined them Iantrails ; 
others, ſellers of Perfumes -and In» 
cenſe, or of Beaſts for the Sacrifices; 
others, Antiquaries ; and in fine, all 
the reft were but In-keepers, whom 
thogreat+reſort of Strangers inriched. 
Now all theſe People were for the In- 
necit of aha Orvis ences Boe: And 
aig wa rye rhe os na = 
onging to theſe Strangers, t - 
— anything: worth the know- 
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icig, you need: not doubt, 'but they' 
ſoon advertized the Prieſts of it. 
The falſe - Prophet , Alexander, 
who had ſet up his Oracle in Pontus, 
had Correſpondents even in Rome 1x 
ſelf , who ſent him 'an Account/'af 
the moſt ſecret Afﬀairs: of thoſe who 
went to conſult him ; by this means 
he could anſwer without the trick-of 
opening. their Letters. . And. theſe 
Correſpondencies were doubtleſs not 
unknown to the Prieſts of Apollo of 
Claros, if it be true; -thatit was ſuſſ 
cient only to tell them". the 
Names of thoſe that conſulted them, 
Tacitus ſpeaks thus of them in his 6 
cond Book of Annals. German 
cus went to conſult. Apollo of Claros, 
where a Woman does not deliver the 
Oracles, as at Delphos ; #ut ' a May 
choſen out of certain. Families aud 
who is almoſt always of Miletus; you 
need tell him only the Number and 
Names of them that come to couſelt 
him ;. and then he retires into a Grote 
to, and having taken ſome Water from 
a certain ſecret Fountain there, be 
enſwers you In Verſe, to 'whatever 
| 24 
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Joo have in -your thoughts, though' for - 
the moſt part, he s a very ignorant 
Fellow. 

Here we may. obſerve , that the 
Oracle of Delphos was committed to 
the management of a Woman, be- 
cauſeſhe had nothing. elſe to.do there, 
but to 'make ridiculons and antick 
Geſtures, and to ad the' being poſ- 
ſefled and inſpired ; but becatſe rhat 
of Claros had more difficulty in it, 
therefore a Man only was to be in- 
truſted with it. We may further 
ra bark oy rapes of the 
Prophet,(which was 1n t - 
teſt Wonder of the Oracle, tors za 
be very eaſily diſcovered ; for the 
Demon of the Otacle, as much a De- 
mon mY WAS, penn Ang 2nin- * 
diſpenſable Rule;t = 
himthe Names of thoſe tho conſu 
ted him. But we are not come to 
that yet; it .is ſufficient to have 
ſhown how- they could anſwer, not 
only to ſeal'd Letters,but alſo to ſim- 
ple thoughts. . It is true, they could 


Not anſwer to the thoughts of all the 


World : For what the Prieſt of Cla- 


ros 
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ros did for Germanicus, he could n 
do for a private Citizen. 
Rome. Y - 
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CHAP. XV- 
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| Of Oracles delivered m Dream, 


He: Number -of Orackes dd 
vered in Dreams is very great; 
for this way had more of Sf 


ir than any other, and yet was 
very difficult in the Price. © The 
moſt famous ofall theſe Oracles CY 
that of 7rophonius itt Buotia:” Irv 
phonius was but e ſimple 'HHero\, butt 
his Oracle. was 'delivered' with' more 
Ceremony than-thoſe of atiy God! + 
Pauſanias himelf,, whb had beet 
to conſult it, and who had. pall 
through all its Ceremonies, has 
us 2 very atnple Deſcription” of it? 
Andl1 believe, that an exact Abt 
ment of his Relation will not be: 
agreeable to the Reader. . eh 
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SY before any Body deſcended into the 
5 WÞtn of Trophonit,they were ed 
7 'Yto paſs a certain'number of days m-a 
ind of little Temple of C hapel call'd ; 
the Chapel of good Fortunegand of the * 
 Bgood Genimzs.During this time they u- F 
ſedexpiations ofall ſorts;they abſtain'd 
from hot bathing&they waſh'd them- 
felves very often in the River ZHer- 
8 1a;they factifie'd to Trophonias and 
all his family, to 4poilo, to Fupiter, - 
ſurnam'd the King, to Sarwrn, to-Fw- 
no, to one Ceres Europa Who tiad 
been Nurfe to Trophonzus ; and they 
lived only upon the fleſh of, the Sa- 
crifices. It is alfo more than probable 
that the Prieſts liv'd upon nothing 
elſe. The Entrails of all theſe vi- 
mt were to be gre ; ay ſve if 
ro 25 thought fit that CON- * 
flere ſhoald deſcend into his Dey ; 
but if theſe had yielded all the moſt 
happy Omens in the World, yet it 
would not do ; for the deciſive en- 
trails were thoſe of a certain Ram, 
which was tobe Sacrific'd laſt; and 
if they were favourable , then the 
conſulters were kd in the Night - 
the 
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the River Hercynas, © where. two 
young Lads about. thirteen, or; fours 
© teen years Old rubbed all their By 
dies over with Oil ; then they con- 
ducted them- to the Source of the 
River, and there they made them 
drink of two ſorts of Waters; thoſe 
of Lethe, which, effaced out of their 
Minds all the prophane | 
which before poſleſs'd 'em; and t 
of Muemoſyne,which had the virtue to || * 
make them remember whatſoever | 
they ſhould ſee in the Sacred Dex, 
After all theſe preparatives; - they 
were ſhow'd the Statue 'of Trophoni 
vs, to which they made their Pray- 
ers; and - then they were covered 
with linen veſts, which were girt 
about them with certain Sacred Bayd: 
- lets, and ſo at laſt they were admit- 
ted to the Oracle. | | 
The Oracle ſtood upon a Mouns 
tain and was encompaſſed with a 
Wall of white Stones, upon whuch 
Obelisks of Braſs were erected: wit! 
in this Cercle: was a Cavern. of" the 
figure of an Oven, cut out by Art, 
whoſe entrance was ſo ſtrait, on 
| * Em 
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The- Hiſtory of Oracles. 129 

Men did not deſcend into it by Stairs 
but by little Ladders, and when they 
were come to the bottom, they found 
another little Cavern,whoſe entrance 
was yet ſtreighter: Here they laid 
themſelves down upon the Earth and 
took into each hand certain compoſi- 
tions of Honey which they were ob- 
liged to carry, and then they put 
their feet within the opening of the 
little Cavern, and immediately they 
perceived rhemſelves pulled into it 
with much force and ſudden- 
neſs. 

Then.it was that things to come 
were declared to 'em ;* but not to 
all in the fame manner ; for ſome 
heard and did not ſee, and thoſe that 
faw were not to hear. After this 
they came out of the Dex, creeping 
- J upon the Earth, as they entered in, 
with their feet faremoſt. Immedia- 
tely they were put into the. Chair of 
Mnemoſyne, where they were asked 
 & what they had ſeen or heard; thence 
they were led into the Chape/ of 
YI the good Genius, being {till quite a-: 

maz'd and out of their Wits ; but re- 

K trieving , 


$15 The Hiſtoyef Orgcles 
trievidg theic ſenſes by little « 
little, they began to be able 
laugh ; for tilt rhen the- grandeur 
of the Myſteries, and the Divinity 
with which they were filled, had pre- 
vented it; though for my 'pare 1 
* think one may well wonder how 
they could refrain ſo long, = 
Pauſanias tells us. that there was 
' . one Man who enter'd into the Des 
of Trophonixs and never came out 
again : This was a certain Spy that 
Demetrius ſent thither, to ſee if there 
were any thing in that Holy Place, 
worth the plundering. 'Fhe 
of this unhappy Man was afterwan 
found a far off from thence ; for "tis 
to be ſuppos'd that he was caſt out 
of the Sacred Den by ſome more {& 
cret way than he enrer'd into it. 

It is very, ealy for us to: make 1t- 
flections upon all this ; for whatki- 
fure and opportunity could the 
Prie/?s want during all.the Sacrifices 
which they obliged Men to make, to 

qualify them for the entrance into 
this Sacred Dex 2 For certainly 7re 
phoniasknew how. to chooſe _— 
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' were, -alſo ('tis probable ') prepar'd 
R 2 


and wauld rat receive every Body. 
How did all theſe Waſhings, Expiaty | 
ons, and Night-wazchivgs, arid theſe 

ges inta. their ſtrait and ob» 
Caverns, fill Mens minds with 
fuperſtition, dread arid fear? How 
many Machines were at - work it 
thoſe dark places? The Hiſtory of 
the Spy of Pemetrius afluresus, that 
there was no ſecurity in the Dee 
for thoſe wha came thither with ma- 
licious intentions; and that beſides 
the Sacred paſſage into it, which was 
known to all the World, the Dex 
had anather ſecret one, which was 
known only to the Prie/ts.' When 
Men were drawn in by*their feet, it 
was doubtleſs donie by<Cords, ( tho' 
not perceiv'd: ) for they could got 
put their hands to feel what it was 
that drew 'em, becauſe they were 
embaraſs'd with thoſe compaſitions of 
Honey, which they were oblig'd nat 
to let go. And perhaps thoſe Ca- 
verns were full of Perfumes and O- 
dours which ſtupefied the brain: and 
the Waters of Lethe and Mucmofyne 


for 
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_ *#Philo- 
Rratus Li. 
2- Liic of Dream couldnor receive a clear «tt 


apo!lon- rerpretation, they made you 
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a3 
for the ſame 55th To ſay nothi 


'had ſeen or heard ; ſo that P 


might collect what they pl 
| Change it as they thought 


' Atims, which perhaps were” rubbid 


of the frightful ſights and. the 
which they might be terrified with» 
at; and when they 'came out from 
thence little better thanj diſtrated, 
they talk'd ſtrangely of 'what th 


taking advantage of their qGſorder, 


easd, and 


and in fine, interpret it as. they : 
{ted themſelves. 

Add to all this, that there were 
ſome of thoſe Orac/es which: were de 
tiver'd in Dreams, where onemuſt pre 
pare onesſelf by faſting,as that off 4m 
phiaraus 1 in Attica ; and then if your 


again in the 7emple, (at freſh chat 
.ges,) and never». faifd > to./fill your 
Head with fancies fit © ro 'make'you 
Dream of Gods and extraordinary 
things : And for the moſt . part, you 
were to ſleep upon the skins of Vt 


with a drag which had ſome odd & 
teh on'theBrain. a 
ut 


TM 
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\ content themſelves with the Dreams 


of Mercury, which..was delivered ia ,,. 


Ear, and asked him what Queſtion 


But . when it was 1 the Priefly 4 
who ſleeping ypon the ſealed Lette 
.had themſelves. : _ Prapt 
Dreams , . you . may. eaſily. imagune, 
that thoſe Dreams were = very dit- 
ficult to unfold, +. 

Indeed the care, that. the Pagay 
Prieſts took to hide their Impoſtures, 
ſeems to, ,have been greater than it 
needed to. have, been; for if People 
were credulous and ſtupid enough: tg 


of the Prieſts, and to give- credit -to 
them, then there was no neceſlity, ' 
to ſuffer them to dreamy” the Tem- 
ples: And the Prieſts might have 
reſerved this Privilege to. themſclyes 
alone , without any Cohtradidtion. 
For conſidering what fort of People 
they were ,5whom they had: to Lt 
withal, it, was too much Honour f 
them, to-be:cheated with Precaution 
and Addreſs. - 
There was; 41n Achaia '7. an Oracle , mſn %; 


this manner : After many Ceremo- 
nies, "they whiſpered the God in the 


K 3 they 
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d, atid afte&twards 
LE je "own wth with 
$, and the' firſt words 'w 
Hey heard after they were tothe 
vil he Tenple, was taken to 
the anſwer of the God. And to thy 
end that the Pric/ts rnight the more 
eaſily cavſe them to hear what they 
I&as'd, and the impoſture not bg 
Icover'd, - this Oracle Was alwgis 
to be coitſulted m tlic won, 
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CHAP, XVI. 
o the Ambiguity 4 Qracles, 


Ne of the Srettek Tetets « 

the Oracles, ahd Bile of | this 

things which moſt of all 'aſfures us 
that they were man by 

is flieir Ambiguity, 411d tHe Art that 

was uſed to contrive ſuch inſets ® 

would be ſuitable to ariy 'event- that 

Was likely to happen. 
* When Alesavider fell fiok all of a 
ſudden 


ſaddef1 at Babylon,ſomme of the Princi- 
pal of his court went to paſs a Night 
m the Temple of Sergpis, to inquire 
of that God, if it were not fit for%ern 
to bring their King thither to be cu- 
red by him. The God anfiverd, 
that it was better for him to Teinain 
where he was. Seraps had reaſon ; 
for if he had advifed the bringing 
Alexander thither, and he had died 
by the way, or in the Temple it fF, 
what would they not have aid? But 
if the King continued at Babylon and 
r=cover'd his Health there, what a 


mighty Glory would it have bro 
the Oracle ? and if he Died, it might 
be faidl to be the beſt that could Þ 
fall him after the veſts that he 
had made, which if lived, he 
could neither augment nor 1 
And without doubt this hft interpre- 
tation was made for the honour of 
Serapis, after Alexander was Dead. 
Macrobius ſaies, that when Trajdy 
had a Deſign of attacking the Pare 
thiais,he was deſired to conſult tlie 
Oracle of the :Ciry Heliopolis about 
it, whither the _ was only to 
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ſend a ſealed Letter. Now, though get 
7rajan put no great Confidence 1n 
Oracles, yet he ſent a ſealed Letter 


tur 

thither, in which there was nothi bu 
written, and they ſent | him ba his 
2 ſuitable Anſwer, that 1s,none at all. I co 

So that 7rajan being now convinced || or 

of the Divinity of Orac/es, ſends ane» || his 


ther ſealed Letter, in which he de- || pe 
mandsof the God, whether he ſhould Þ| an 
finiſh the War, that he had underta- I} fe 
ken, and return to Rome , or not? | ay 
The God ordered, .that they ſhould \& th 
take a Vine, ,which was one of the 
Offerings of the Temple, andcut it in 
pieces, and fo carry it to 7rajan. The. 
Event, fays Macrebinus, was confor- 
mable to the Oracte ; tor Trajay 'dy- 
ing + in. this, War, his Bones, which 
were repfeſented by the broken Vine, 
were carried to Rome, | 

All. the. World knew for certain 
that the Emperor deligned to . make 
War with the Parthian, and that | 7, 
this was the Buſineſs about which he 
> conſulted theOrac/e: And, the Ora- || k 

cle was ſo cunnipg,, as to return | & 

him an Allegorical Anſwer, and fo 


genera} 


an one, that it could not fail 
of being true. + For if 7rajax had re- 
turned to Rome, either Victorious, 
but hurt, or having loſt ſome part of 
his Souldiers; or-if he were over- 
come, and his Army put to Flight ; 
or if any diviſion had been amongſt 
his Men; or if any Mutiny had hap- 
pened amongſt the Parthians; 'or if 
any had happened at Rome in the Ab- 
ſence of the Emperor ;: ifthe Parthi- 
ans had been wholly conquered; - or if 
they had been but partly worſted, 
or that; they had been abandoned by 
me of their Allies, in any one'of 
theſe caſes, this broken Vine: mirg- 
culouſly had foretold all ; And there 
was no queſtion, but ſome ' one of 
theſe would happen. And I believe 
the Bones of the Zmperor that wefe 
carried to Rome, and by which-they 
explained! the” Oracle; were, for all 
that, the only-thing of which the 0- 
racle never thought. * | 

Thi? Vine puts me in mind of a 
kind of Orac/e that accommodated it 
elf to every thing; of which, as 4- 
polezus tells us, (the Prieſts of the 
| 5 Goddeſs 
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ble $3 Syiie were che & 
They made two Verſes, the nd 
wheredf was this c. | 


Two Oxen yok'd together 'cut the 
Hadith, ; 

and make the Fields produce a. frajts 
ful Birth. 


ans abere 28 to vetiicabte 
they could not anſwer with thek 


two Verſes. For if they. Were Con 
fulted upot1' a 'Marfiage, 'it was the 
ſane thing, , Ox yohed together, 
and a_ frantful Birth. If they wete 
eo EEE 
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Cuocels by Clap | 
to War, theſe Oxen Ph, Oh b t, 
do clearly ſgnifie, that you hall 
Jour Eriemiesunder the Y OKke. - 
tainly, this Goddefs of ind ad, ou did ot 
love much ratling, 

out the true Go to ati oo 
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guous Oracles, tBok the -ook Ts 
willingly to juſtifie them , by 
the Succe(s andthe Prediction 
together. And often-times , that 
which had buſt ont Sehce firi the In- 
tention of thoſe who delivered the 
ror, was a ons 
tb tive two.” 
might be (Fs, lr te Honour 
would be preſerved with all the re 
_—_ by thoſe very Petfohs 
whotn they abufed. Thus, When 
the falſe Prophet .4/zxander wis nsk- 
ed 'by ReotHlame , what Maſters he 
ſhould provide for his Son ; "he ans 
ſwered, that he ſhould fer him twve 
Pythagoras', and Homer. Ruritia 
vi took it'in the plain fence, thathe 
thould ſtady Philoſophy and Hanmw- 
nity. But the young Man dyitg 


within vu ſew day 
ſefited to be 1m thac ce re 


phet was very much miſtaken : But 
Rutilianus found out (with a very 
treat deal of Suptilty ) rhas The 
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" Daathof his Sor was Bake end 
Oracle, becauſe it appointed a Pyt 
oras and Homer; $wo. dead OY - 


Tutors. \ 
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CHAP. XVIL 


Te Cheats of the Oxailes _ 
felt, ai eovered, r a 


\UT there is; now - no- [need 
| of being any further ſolicitous 
to-detoct the cunning of the Prieſts, 
by Subtilties fpun almoſt as- finely ss 
their own ;/ for. they were: fully.and 
clearly diſcoyered to the Eyes / ab the 
whole World, when the true 

on triumphed entirely ovef. Rags 
"of , under the Chunltian ng ad 
rors.. : 
Theodoret , ", that Theophila 
Biſhop of Alexandria , ſhewed-the | 5 
Jahabjrants of that- Town, the hollow 
| Statues,: into which the Prieſts. pri- 
6s crept to deliver their Oy 


yy my 
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the Temple of ! Mſculapius, in ' Cil;- 
cia, was "amy down, they chaſed 
thence, ( 

this Emperor) #ot a God, nor a D- 
mon, but the Cheat, that had ſo long 
deluded the People. He adds, that 


in general, in the demoliſhed 7do/s, 
they found no Gods at all, nor - De- / 
mons, nor ſo much as a melancholy | 


Shade or obſcure Specter ; but only 
ſome Hay, Straw, or Ordures, or the 
Bones -of dead: Men. It is from him, 
that we learn .the Hiſtory of 7heo- 
technus, who ſet up in. the City of 
Antioch, the Statue of Jupiter, God 
of Friend({bipz which queſtionleſs 
was contrived. to. deliver Oracles, 
ſince Euſebius ſays, that there were 
Prophets belonging to . this God. 
Theotechnas, upon this. Account got 
ſo great Credit, that Maximin.made 
him Governour of all the Province. 
But Licinius coming to Axtzpch,. anal 
ſuſpeting the Impoſture, cauſed the 
Prieſts and Prophets of this new.. F# 
piter, to be tortured with the Rack ; 


ays Euſebius, in the Life of 
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- When by the Order of Conflantine, 
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both they and theiv- CCMMBT 5) . 


Maſter Theotechnus falfeaing fa 
The _ — I : 
Book © Evangt parat 
fays, that in his time, the' —_ 
mens Prophets amongſt the 
and as moſt celebrated 
of whom ſome were —__ of 
their Cities, were co 
Torments to diſcover ge very 
_ culars of all the Chexts of the Gradky, 
If we were now to make out whit 
the old Chriſtians believed of f thaw, 
pinion, wo decide the 
admitted Demons NT itt a 
certain general Syſtem , which fer- 


ved! for their Diſputes ; bur when | 


they came to particular matters of 
Fact, they fpoks little of them, or 
rather dire&ly denicd them. 

E cannot "1: few that we need any 
Better Witneſſes he chemblves, by 
oy the Paga themſelves, b 
whoſe C ſſo , the thing fem 
to me to be made out. 
will only therefore 2a ons Goji 
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[mpoſture 

prehended in what. we have prin 

aid of Oracies in-general; and befides 
will be fu apparent of its 
f ; but that] may not omit a ſpe 

gies of Oracles very famous in Aati- 


quity. 
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CHAP. XVHE 


0f Lots, 


Ors are the Efleds of Chance, 
and, as it were, the Oracles of 
| Fortune, by which ſhe decides. all 
| things: Fe they are the laſtru- 
ments we make uſe of, to know what 
this Deciſion is. 
Theſe Lots for the moſt part were 
a kind of Dice, whereon were ingra« 
ven certain CharaQers, or: words , 
the Explication of which was to be 
ſought for, in Tables made for that 
purpoſe. The manner > 
fs 


Redhead Be Sol dA. <<. - 4 


Tas TrHilyofOals. © 
Lots was various : In ſame Temples 
they caſt them out of their Ha 
in others they threw them out of 
an ©rn; from whence comes this 
Proverb ſo coinmon with the Greeks, 

oy the Lot is caft. "ps 

This Game of Chance was always 
uſhered in by Sacrifices, and abuns 
dance of Ceremonies. The Prieſt, 
as 'tis probable, knew how to. ma- 
ape the Dice ; but if they wouldnot 
take thatpains,they mighteenlet/em 
runas they would,ſince they were al- 
ways Maſters of the Explanation. 

-” * The Lacedemonians went one 

cn 2 x day to conſult the Lots of Dodona, 

| 1. * _ upona War that they were undet- 
taking; for beſides the. ſpeaking 
Oaks, the Doves, the Baſons, and - 
the Oracles, there were alſo Lots bf 
Dodona. After the Ceremonies were 
paſt, juſt asthey were going to caſt 
the Zots, with a great deal of Reſpet 
and Veneration, ' a Monkey of the 
King of the Moloff, being got into 
the Temple, threw down the Lots 

and the Zr» ; upon this the frighted 

Prieſteſs told the LECT 

l 


my 2 A ew” 


SO QES =o = MM Mo 


6 hm two tt 6 


kk. x 


4 
-  HERSED 
- Li » "rH 


| 


] 


tells us, that they 


Try ff 


that they:ought not to think, of -con- 

qerng burnt how to-fave then- 

And all the Writers affure 

us, wars the Lacedemonians never 
received a.more-unlu 

' The moſt famous Lots bfall, were 
thoſe of Prewefte and Antizm ,two 
little Towns in. /raly. At Hntinm, 
there were; wo |. Statues that 
moved of themſelves, (according to 
the Teſtimony of Macrobixs, Book x. 
Chap. 2.3.) . whoſe different Mo- 
tions, cicker ſerved. for Anſwers', or 
declared: whether it was firing to 
confult the Lots, or nor. is 

And there is a Paſhge in Cocare's 
Second Book of Divimation, which 
conſulted the £or's 
of Preneſte,, with the "Conſent: of 
Firtave ; > which implies that \ the 
Statue of Fortwne could nod. with its 
Head, .or.. give ſome other Signs 
of its will and Pleaſure. 

We. find alſo, that there-were 0- 
ther Statucs;,. which had this very 
fame! Faculty. Diodorus Sicalus and 
Quintus Curtius ſay, that Jupiter 
Hanmon was carried. by four- 

L Fr teſt 3, 
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þ C _ 
Number of Women 1 


D ay; 
:ſome Motions or 
hea inftrufted -_— 

ried him, whichway is won hat 
them 


The God of  Helivgolas in Swis, 
according to Macrobius did as much; 
All the difference was, that ihe would 
be carried by Men of the beſt 


in the Province, and ſuck/ as; had 4 - 


long rime liv d in 

and had their Heads ſhaved. -. 
Lacian, 11 his. Treatiſe of My 

deſs of Syria, ſays, that he'onceh 

a much more 'miraculans ſ{art"idf 

Apollo , who, being carried onthe 

ſhoulders of his Prieſts, took a) 

ro keave' them in the lurch below 

the Earth; and to take Lows.) 

Himſelf in the Skies. And' rich 

this Ions WORE 
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Thi Hlſtory of Oracle, 

a kind of Man as Laciay, is no ſmall 

Wonder. | 

But Iam fo tired with diſcoyer- 
ing the Chears of theſe Pagay Prieſts, 
(and am perfwaded, my Reader. is 
2s weary of it as I am my f{clf) that - 
I will not ſpend any. time in conſi- 
dering how at was, that. they made 
their Pp dance, and play'd all 
their juggling tricks, 

In the Ea, the Lors' were Ar- 
rows, and to this day the 7arks and 
Arabians make uſe bf them- in the 
fame manner, The Prophet Eze- 
tiel fays, that, Nebucadonoſor min- 
pled his Arrows againſt 4mmos and 
Hieraſalem, and the predicting Ar- 
oy as "= agycari f _ 

a tf, + BgAINtT WIC 
Prople he ſhould make War. 


© In Greece and Jaly, they often 


the. Lot Fom ſome famous Po- 
& , 85 Hamer of Euripides: And 
vhat firſt preſented it ſelf ac the 0- 
pening of the Book, was looked up- 
M to be;the Decree of Heaven. And 
Hiſtory furniſhes us with a thouſand. 
kamplegotthis kind. . 
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148 The Hilary F0 Oral. 
Tis evident, that about two | 
re Years after the Death of # 

ſet a great Value on his Y 

< began to believe them op 4 

ey and to: uſe them” in/ ſtead af 

pridiu. theancient Lots of Praneſte, * & 


® L4am- 
lexander Severus, 1n parting (a 
a time, when Zcliogabalus was not | 
much his . Friend) received this A- 


ſwer in the Temple of Ln op out 
of Virgil. 


WE ” ms ds, »T 
\ k., : 
= > b f * v F X 
7 : 
Os : 


OF” rw =ncM mh. oc za 9 < © 


—n—_—_ 74 fata aſpera -a0wpes, 
Tu Marcellus eris. 


F7 you can vanquiſh Deſtin, . bc th 
7 he Great Marcellus you fell be.” - 


Here my Author rentarnbers; that 
Rabelais mentions the Firgilian Lt 


which Panarge conſulted concetning 
his Marriage: And he judges that 
Placeof the Book; as 1 , as tis 
agreeable and full of fancy ; he 
that the Whimſies and Fo hs of "Ai 
belazs are many times more to be 
eſteemed , than the moſt ſerious 
Diſcourſes of ochets 1 would a 
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forget this Elogy, becauſe *tis'a thi 
yery SY meet with , in 

midſt of a Treatiſe of Oracles that is 
full of knowledge and erudition, 'Tis 
certain that Rabelais had a great deal 
of Wit and reading, and a particular 


Art of writing of Learned things in a 
frolickand ef Fog way,and of relating 
a thouſand Ridiculous and fantaſtical 
ſtories without being tireſome to his 
Reader. And *tis a misfortune that 
he livd not in an Age that would 
have oblig d him to a Style more 
Gentleman like and inoffenſive. 
Theſe lots were afterwards in uſe 
amongſt Chriſtians; who conſulted 
the Holy Scriptures for that purpoſe, 
a the-Pagans did their Poets. Saint 
Auguſtiv,n his 119 Epiſtle to Fanua- 
rius, appears not wholly to diſap- 
prove it, unleſs it be done for ſome 
wicked or 'vain- end. Gregory | of 
Tours tells us himſelf whac his pra- 


Qice was: He paſs'd ſeven days in Fa- 


ſting and Prayer, afterwards he went 
to be Tomb of Saint Martin, where 
he opened ſome Book of the Scri- 
pture as his fancy led him, and took 
£3 for 


" The Hiftryof Oracle 

for the anſwer of God, tlie Py 
ſaffe which offer'd its ſelf to his vi 
and if rhis paſſage made 
his purpoſe, then he operied the B 
in another place 

Others took the firſt, ching. th 
heard ſung when they enter'd inty 
the Churcht, for a Divine pre wy] | 

But who would believe that the 

ECedrenus. Emperor * Heraclins, deliberatingint” 

what place he ſhould Winter his Ar 
my, ſhould determine it by this kind 
ot Lot > He purify'd his Army day 
ing three days, and afterwardsopen 
the Book of the Evangeliſts, and. 
there found that Albany was 
mark'd out for his Winter quarters.” 
Was that an affair of which a Mais: 
could reaſonably hope for a decifiots ſus 
in the Scriptures? 

At. laſt indeed the Church = 
quite baniſhed this ſuperſtition, buy 
it took up a great deal of time firſt: 
For when once our minds are po 
feſs'd with an error, tis a wonder if 


' ever we will be undeceiv'd. . \ - HM 


The end of the 3 Diſcourle. 
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I The Oracles did: nit" ceaſe at the 
coming of Jefus Chrift.”\ 
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CHAP. I 
The baud of theſe _— AN 
Which the. opinzon, that.- 


ceaſed a. the conn of : 
CANE; is # Janeres 7 = 


Har which made- moſt! 

'* believe that'Oractesceas'd: 
: "the coming of 'Feſus* eh 
was the prediction of Oracles _ 
ſelves,” which foretold'their* own { 
fence, 'and tle confeſſion of the Hea- 
thens thar liv'd about the timeof 7+ 
ſas-Chrift; who often (peae” of thei 
" 


ceſſation. 


We havealready ſhown the falſity 
of theſe pretended Oracles,in whicha 
Demon that was ſtruck dumb , aid 
lumfſelf that he was ſtruck es 


0s. a. 


theſe Daimon®# were - either f 
by the over great Zeal of the 
Fans, or too cally receiv'd by they 
credulity. - 

I will recite one of thoſe rat 


of Jeſus Chrift. "Tis taken from Por- 
phyrins; and_Euſebius never fails' of 
making all the. advantage he can of 
the teſtimony of this Enemy. | *. + 
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I wilheleclare to you the truth” com 
 cerning the Oracles of Delphos : aud 
Claros, ( faid Apollo 7o his Prieſts, ) 
In times paſt there came from the" Bo» 
ſom of the Farth-an infinity of Ora- 
cles tory nrs and ae, | 
which inſpir d People with Divine 
, ries; Fu rs His." by the _ 
changes which time -makes in it, has © 
reimbibed aud caus d to enter into its 
ſelf, all thoſe Fountains, Exhalations 
and Oracles': and there remains now 
0 more but the Waters of Mycale in 
the Didymean- fields, and the Ora- 
cles of Claros, aud Parnaſſus. 


Upon this, ZExſebius concludes in ge- 
neral that all Oracles were then come 
to an end. * 

- But 'tis certain that three of em 


pticaſt are to be excepted, veoogbng 
e103 o 
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to this Oracle which he reports hi wy 
&}f: But he takes notice only of th 
words that make for es. 
and troubles not himſelf with = 
reſt. | [6 
But befides,does this Oracle of Pore. 
phjec tell us,when the other Oracles : 
eas'd&not at t all;tho Euſebius will by: 
al means have it underſtood to be ay * 
the time of the coming of Jeſuy 
Chrift, We may commend his zeal, 
but his manner of arguing does =" 
; & all deſerve our Praiſe. 

=_ - _ on ph rs $ % 
racle did fpeak of the c of Jev 
ſus Chrift, would | it omg. Fa” 
that all Oracles then ceas'd, and that 
none remain'd? Enſebius haps 

imagin'd that this exception panifed 
little, and that it is ſufficient if if the 
ereateſt part of the Oracles did then 
ceaſe ; but he is miſtaken, for if O- 
racles had been deliver'd by Demons, 
whoby the birthof Fe/as Chrift were 
condemn'd to eternal ſilence, then 
no Dzmon would have been exceps 
ted, or privileged. So that if there 
was but one Demon remaining after 
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The Hiſtory of Oracle 
the Birth of Jefas Chriſt, it would be 
MW fufficient ro prove that it was not #775 
} Birththat umpoſeda perpetual filence 
; 


upon Oracles. 'This is one. of shoſe 
caſes, where the leaſt exception ruins 


Y the general as mop ac 
” 5 at the Birth of eſus pre 
: tid nr to deliver Oracles ; but that 


Ml yet Orac/es continued tif for all 
- MI that, becauſe the Prie/s counterfeited 
them. 


This ſuppoſition is without any foun- 
dation ; tor I can prove that Oracles 
continued four hundred years after | 
the Death of Chri/t , and there is no. 
mention any where made of theleaſt 
difference obſerv'd between thoſerthar 
were delivered after the Birth of Fe- 
ſw, and thoſe that were pronounced 
before it. And beſides,if the Prieſts 
could ſo dextrouſly put the cheac 
upon People during the ſpace of four 
hundred years, why could they not 
continue to doit longer? 

Of all the Pager Authors that are 
In requeſt with thoſe who would 
make us believe that Oracle ceas mA 
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the coming of Feſus Chriſt, Plutarch 
is the chief: He lived ſome hundred 
' of years after ChrifF,and has written 
a Dialogue concerning the ceſlation 
of 'Oracles, Many Men upon his 
Authority only, have taken up their 
- opinions, and eſpouſed their party; 
. and yet Plutarch poſitively excepts 
the Oracle of Libadza, ( that is to 
fay, of Trophonius )and that of Deb 
phos : where, as he fays, . Anciently 
there was imployment enough for 
two Prieſts, and ſometimes for 
three, but in his daies one ſerved 
the turn. X 

Beſides, he confeſſes that the Ora 
cles were fallen to decay in Beotiag 
Country, which had formerly been 
famous for produting a great num 
ber of them. 

All this, tis true,proves the ceſiati- 
on of ſome Oracles,and the diminution 
of the credit of others ;. but not the 
intire ceſſation of all, which howe 
ver there is an abſolute neceſſity for 
thoſe to prove, who maintain the 
common opinion. 


The Oracle of Delphos was oy 
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The Hiftory of Oracles. 157 

ſo mightily decayd in Plutarch's 

time ; for he himſelf tells us in ano- 

ther 7reariſe,that the Temple of Del- 

phos was then far more magnificent 

thgn ever it had been ; that they had 

repaired the Ancient Buildings which . 
time began to ruin, and that they 
had added others to it, which were 
altogether after the Modern mode ; 
that there was a ſmall 7own near 
Delphos, which increas'd daily by 
little and little, and had its nouriſh- 
ment from the old City, like a little 
Tree that ſprings from the foot 'of a 
great one ; and that this little 
Town was become more confide- 
rable than it had been for a thou- 
ſand years paſt. But even in this 
Dialogue, which treats of the ceflati- 
8 on of Oracl/es, Demetrius the Cilici- 
| 4», one of the interlocutors, fays , 
that before he began his Voyage, 
the Oracles of Amphitechus * and 
Mopſus were as flouriſhing as ever ; 
but that ſince he came from thence he 
knew not how things ſtood with *em. 
You ſee then what is to be found in 
favour of the ceſſ#rion of Oracles at 
the 
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the coming of ChrifF in this Treatif 
of Pluzerch, to which a Multitnde « 
Learned Men referr you for the Proof 
of zt. 

Here my Author pretends, that 
we are alſo fallen intoag 
concerning a Paſſage in the 
Book of Divinetions : Where Cicers 
aghs at the Oracle, that was dele 
vered by 4pol/o in Latin to Pyrrhus, fl * 
_ _ ed him = Hr 

ar, he was going to ma 
the Romans. This Oracle had a dots 
ble meaning, fo that it could not be 
uaderſtood, whether Pyrrbus ſhould 
overcome the Romauxs., or the Re 
maxs overcome Pyrrhus. The Equy 
vocation 1s ſo peculiar to the Latrp 
Phraſe, that one cannot well render 
it into Zng/iſo ; for my part, 1 cane 
not tranſlateit better than thus: 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


T do pronounce that Rome 
Pyrrhus fba# overcome. 


But the Words of Cicero, Col 
cerning- this Oracle , are thels that 
follow, - | 

In 
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. Juthe firf6 Place, (lays he,) A- 

pollo never ſpoke Latin; in the ſecond 
Place, the Greeks knew nothing of 
this Oracle; thirdly, Apollo mm the 
time of Pyrrhus had befs off Rhiming ; 
in fine, although the Aacides 

which Family Pyrrhus was deſcended,) 
were far from being - Men of a jine 
Judgment, or of a Piercing Wit, yet 
the Equivecation of the Oracle was ſo 
manifeſt., that Pyrrhus could not 
chuſe but perceive it. But why is it 

ſo long ſince any Oracles were deliver- - 
td in this kind at Delphos > For this 
Reaſon it its, that now adays nothing 
is more deſpiſed than they are. 

It is on cheſe laſt words, that the 
Opinion is grounded, that Oracles 
were not delivered at Deiphbos in the 
time of Cicero. -- 

But my Author ſays, that 
are deceived, who think ſo, and that 
theſe Words, Why are there no more 
Oracles delivered in this kind at Del- 
phos ? Plainly ſhew, that Cicers 
ſpeaks only | of -Oracies in Verle : 
Since he is diſcourſing in that Place 
about one wrappd up in an Hexa- 
meter, But 
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160 The Hiſtory of Oraclet © 
But Tknow not whether we ovght 
to bealtogether of my Author's Op 
nion ; for obſerve how Cicero gog 
on. When the Defewders of Oracle 
are hard put to it; they anſwer, 
that this Virtue in the Exhalation 
of the Earth, which inſpired the Py. 
thian Prieffeſs, is evaporated with 
length of time, One would think that 
they were talking of ſome Wine that 
was grown flat, and that had loſt its 
Spirits ; for what time tan "conſume 
or dry up a Vertue all Divine > 
what can be more Divine than an Ex 
halation+ from the Earth , which 
works ſuch an Effet upon *the Soul, 
as to give it both the K "— 
Futurity, and the Power to & "= 
ts ſelf in Verſe. 

It .*.msto me, that C:cero means, 
that the whole Virtue was intitely 
loſt : Whereas he would have a& 
knowledged, that a good part of it 
had remained, if Orac/es were ſtill 
delivered at De/phos, though but ih 
Proſe. For no Man will fay, that 4 
Prophecy is nothing at all, unleb 
it be in Verſe? : 


AI 


a 2 Ea 2 : 


= 9—T” 
| Fu - SET 
” gt > rents coi. re > eibes Arr oa — <<  w—_ WIE - 
- wv vt. > wn” "ib. re 


Rs 5 gy. 


The Hiſtory of Oratles. i161 

I do not think, that they are fo 
mightily miſtaken , who take this 
Pailage for an abſolute Proof of the 
eritire Ceſſation of 'Oracles at De/l- 
phos ; but they do ill; who pretend 
to draw any Argument frem thence, 
for attributing this Ceſlation to the 
Birth of Feſus Chriſt. For the Oras 
tle ceaſed too ſoon for that, ſince it 
appears by this very Paſſage, that is 
ctaſed a lang time before Cicero. 

But for all this, the thing was not 
in Truth, 4s Czcero ſeems to under- 
ſtand it in this Place. For he him- 
ſelf, in his Firſt Book of Divinations, 
makes his Brother Quintus, who 
ſtands up for Oracles, to ſpeak inthis 
manner. 7 relie upon this Point, that 
the Oracle of Delphos had never been 
ſo famous, and had never received 
fo many efferings from Kings and all 
ſorts of People, if the Truth of its 
Predittions had not been acknowledged. 
Now indeed it is not ſo famous, be- 
tauſe its Predidtions are leſs true : 
And ſo, on the other ſide, if they had 
uot been once extremely true, it would 
muer have been ſo mighty famo#s 
heretofore, 
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heretofore as it was.But (which is yet 
a ſtronger Proof) Cicero himfelf (as 
Plutarch relates in his Life) did in his 
Youth conſult the Oracle of Delphos, I 
concerning the Conduct he ought to 
keep in the World: and 'twas anſwer. 
ed him, that he ſhould follow his 
Genius, rather than conform himſelf 
fo the Opinion of the Vulgar. Now 
tf it were not true, that Cicers Con» 
fulted the Oracle of Delphos, yet, at 
leaſt, this Story obliges us to grant, 
that in the time of Czcero, it was 
conkulted. | 


The Hiſtory of Oracles. 


C#AP.TIh 


Why the Ancient Authors contras 
ified each other, very often, pu 


bout the time of the (ceſſation of 
Oracles. 


Erhaps, it may be objeded, 
How comes it to paſs then, 

that in the fifth Book of Zucan' s Phar- 
fatia, we find this Account of the 0- 
racde of Delphos > The Oracle of 
Delphos,which ju Lee i tent ever fmce 
Great Men were afraid of what was to 
come to paſs, and fortid ti.:* the 
Gods ſhould declare it, is the mot 
confiderable of all choſe Favours of 
Fleaven , which our Age has loſs. 
And a little after, Appius, who 
was defirous 10 know the Deſtiny of |- 
raly, had ihe Boldneſ?, to go and in- 
terrogate this Cavern, that had b: en 
mare fo long; and to move the Tri- 
pos, hat bud been fo loag undiffurt- 
ed. And that Jwvenal fays in a cer- 
DES: _ tain 
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tain Place, Since the Oracles ſpeak " 


more at Delphos 


In fine, whence comes it, that a-. 


mong the Authors of the ſame Ape, 
we find ſome, who ſay, the - Oracle 
of Delphos ſpeaks no more , and 6 
chers that ſay, he ſpeaks ſtill > And 
whence comes it, that the fame Ay- 
thor ſometimes contradicts himſelf fo 
often upon this Subject ? 

The Reaſon moſt certainly is, be 
cauſe Oracles were neither in their 
Ancient Reputation , nor yet wete 
they abſolutely ruined : So, that one 
may well fay, that in Compariſon of 
what they had formerly been, they 


were nothing ; but yet, for all that, 


they continued to be ſomething 
{til 

Beſides, ſome Oracles were ruined 
for a certain time, and afterwards 
came into Credit again; for Oracles 
were ſubject to ſeveral Adventures 
and Misfortunes : And we ought not 
to belicve them annihilated from the 
time of their being mute ; for they 
might afterwards aſſume a Voice 4 


g41n and ſpeak. 
Plutarch 


Plutarch ſays, that in old time a 
Dragon came ;and lodg'd upon Par- 
maſſes and caus'd the Delphick Oracle 


"'Sto be deſerted, and that it was com- 


moaly believ d, that ſolitude invi- 
ted the Dragon to that place; but that 
'twas more probable that he caus'd 
the ſolitude, Greece being fill'd with 
Cities, &c. 

You fee that Plutarch ſpeaks of a 
time very far diſtant back. So the 
Oracle had ſince its erection been 
once abandon'd already, and we are 
ſure that afterwards it was very well 
re-eſtabliſd. But after this, . the 
Temple of Delphos underwent divers 
misfortunes. It was plundered by a 
Thief deſcended from Phlegias, by 
the Army of Xerxes, by the Phocen- 
ſes, by Pyrrhus, by Nero; and laſt 
of all, by the Chrifians under Con- 
ftantine. All this did no great good 
to the Oracle, for the PriefFs were 
either maſſacred, or diſpersd, the 
place was abandon'd, the Sacred us 
tenſils were loſt, and it muſt of ne- 


cellity require great charges, care, 
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and time, to rigg out theſe Oracle WF 


again fit for holy ule. 

All this then may be poſſible, that 
Cicero in his Youth conſulted the 
Oracle of Delphos, that during the 
War between Cz/ar and Pompey, and 
in that general diſorder of the Uni 
verſe, the Oracle was mute, as Lacay 
will have it ; and that after the end 
of this War, when Cicero writ his 
Pook of Philoſophy, 1t might begin 
to be re-eſtabliſhed ſo much, as to 
make Quintus ſay it was ſl in the 
World ; and yet ſo little, that Cicero 
might ſuppoſe that it was not 1n be 
ing. 

When Dorimachas, as Polybius re- 
ports, had burnt the Portico of the 
Temple of Dodona,had quite deſtroyd 
the Sacred Place of the Oracle, and 
had pillag'd, or ruin'd all the offer- 
1ngs, an Author of that time might 
very well fay that the Orac/e of De 
aona ſpoke no more. But for all this, 
in the following age, another Author 
might be found tranſmitting to po- 
ſterity ſome of the anſwers, which it 


gave 1n his time, 
CHAP, 


(4 
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CHAP. II. 


The Hiſtory of the Duration of the 
Oracle of Delphos, and ſome 


other Oracles. 


E cannot better prove, that 
about the time of Feſus 
ChrifF, to which the filence of the 
Delphick Oracle is fo uſually referred, 
it did not altogether ceaſe, but was 
only interrupted, than by fetting 
down all the different occaſions 
that we find it took of ſpeaking 
ſince. | 
Suetonins in the Life of Nero fays 
that he, conſulting the Oracle of Det 
phos, was warn'd to have a care of 
ſeventy three years; and that ther& 
upon Nero believ'd, he ſhould nor 
Die till that Age, and never thought 
of old Galba, being ſeventy three 
years old took his Empire from him. 
For he was ſo conceited of his long 
lifeand good fortpne, that haringloR 


ia a Ship-wrack things of a very 


M 4 great 
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Dion 
Caſſius. 
Pauſamias. 
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oreat value,he bragg'd that the fiſhes 


would bring 'em back to him again, 
+ But certainly Nero either receiy'd 


from the Orac/e of Delphos ſome 9- 
tier anſwer that feem'd leſs favoura- 
ble to him, or was diſcontented that 
he was deſtin'd to live no lon- 
ger than Seventy three years, or elſe 
he would never have took from the 
Priefts of Delphos the Cirrhean 
Fields,to give them to his Soldiers.He 
alſo took trom the 7Temple more than 


five hundred Statues, ſome of Men, 


and, ſome of Gads, but all of Braſs; 
aad to prophane or tor ever aboliſh 
the Oracle, he caus'd ſeveral Mens 
Throats to be cut at the very Mouth 
of 'the Sacred Cavern, where the 
Divine exhalation iſſued forth. 

That the Oracle after ſuch an ad- 
venture as this, ſhould te mute till 
the Reign of Dowitian, and, as Juve- 
nal fays, ſhould ſpeak no more, is not 
at all to be wonder at. 

And yet 'tis impoſſible it could be 
altogether mute from the time of 
Nerg to that of Domitian ; for ob- 


ſerve what Philoſtratus faics in oe 
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Life of Apallonins Tyaneus, who : 
. came to the Court of Domitian : Af 
| | pollonius wifited all the Oracles of 
. | Greece , that of Dodana, #hat of Del- 
, 8 phos, and that of Amphiaraus. And 
- © in another place he ſpeaks yet farther; 
. | 7oumay ſee Apollo of Delphos made 
, | UlufFrious by theOracles which he des 
|| livers in the midF? of Greece ; he ane 
; | ſwers thoſe who ronſult him, as you 
| Know very well your ſelf, in very fe 
words, and without accompanying = 
anſwers with prodigies; altho it mere 
very eafie for him zo make Parnaſſus 
tremble,to ſtop the courſe of Cephuſus, 
and to change the Waters of | 
into Wine; but he tells the truth 
plainly and does not amuſe himſelf to 
make an unprofitable ſhew of his power. 
Tis very pleaſant that Philoſtratus 
ſhould expect to have the greater va- 
lue ſet upon this polls, becauſe 
he was no great worker of Miracles, 
But I think there lurks in this place 
ſome ſecret Poiſon againſt the Chrz- 
fans. | 
We formerly acquainted you, that 
in the time of Plutarch,who lived _ 
cr 


# 
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der Trajan, this Oratle was yet in be» 


ing, but reduc'd to one ſingle Prie- 
Reſs, tho' in elder times it had two 
or three. Under Adrian, Dion Chry- 
ſofom fays, that he confulted the 0- © - 
racle of Delphos, and relates one of }| ! 
its anſwers, Which feem'd to him to | | 
be very intricate, and which was fo || - 
\ 1ndeed. | 
Under the A»tonin;, Lucian fays;that || | 
a Prieſt of Tyana, went to demand of N| * 
the falſe Prophet Alexander, if the £N 
Oracles that were deliver'd then at || 
Didymi, at Claros, and at Delphos, }| - 
were indeed the anſwers of Apollo, | 
or impoſtures. Alexander who had a 
regard for theſe Orac/es, which” were 
ſo like his own, anſwered the 
Prief, that it was a ſecret not fit 
tor him to know. But when this 
wiſe Prieft demanded what he ſhould 
be after his death, he was anſwered 
boldly, 7heu ſhalt be a Camel, chen a 
Horſe, thex a Philoſopher, and at laft 
a Prophet as great as Alexander. 
After the 4ntonini, three Emp&+ 
rors diſputed the Empire, Severss 
ſeptimas, Peſcennius Niger and Clodie | 


"ws Albinus. Delphos was conſulted, 
hays Spartienus, to now which 
would be beſt for the Commonwealth ; 
and the Oracle anſwered in Yerſe, 
The Black js the be, the Aﬀrican is 
good, but the White is the worſt of all. 
By the Black was meant Peſcennins 
Niger; by the African, Severus Septi» 
mus, who was of Africa; and by the 
White, Clodius Aibinus. It was ask'd 
afterwards,}ho ſhould remain Maſter 
of the Empire; and it was anſwer, 
The Hood of the White and the Black 
ſhall be fpilt,and the African ſhall go- 
vernthe World. Then it was demanded, 
how long time he ſhould govern ; and 
it was anſwered, Ze ſhall ride on the 
Sea of Italy with rwenty Ships, tho" 
with one Ship he maycroſs the Sea. By 
whichitis meant that Severas ſhould 
reign twenty years. Here the Oracle 
reſerv'd to it ſelf an obſcure meaning, 
to have recourſe 'to in time of need. 
But yet in the times when De/phos 
was moſt Flouriſhing, there were ne- 
ver better er more ſubſtantial Oracles 
than theſe. | 


We 
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We find neyertheleſs, that Cle» 


mens Alexandrinus, in his Exhorta- 
tions to the Gentiles, which he com- 
poſed , either under Severus, or a- 
bout that time, ſays very- plainly, 
that the Fountain of CaiFal/is, which 
belonged to the Oracle of Delphos, 
and that of Colophon and all the 0- 
ther Prophetick Fountains, had at 
laſt, tho it were late firſt, loſt their 
fabulous Virtues. 

Perhaps in that time, theſe Oracles 
were fallen into one of thoſe Silen- 
ces, to which they were ſo ſubject by 
Intervals : Or perhaps, becauſe they 
were no more in Reputation, C/e- 
mens Alexandrinus thought fit to lay, 
they were totally filenced. 

"Tis certain, that under Conſtave 
tiuws”, the Father of Conſtantine, 
and during the Youth of Conſtantine, 
Delphos was not yet ruined; fince 
Euſebius writes in the Life of Cox- 

ftantine, that he ſaid, that there was 
then a Report, that 4po/o had deli 
vered an Oracle, not by the Mouth 
of a Prieſteſs, but from the bottom 
of the obſcure Cavern, which faid--- 


That 


\ 
| 


Y 


The Hiſtovyof Oracles. 193 


That the Fuſt Men , who were pon , 
Earth, were the Cauſe, that he could 
not ſpeak Truth. A very pleafanc 
Reaſon this / Beſides the Orac/e of 
Delphos muſt then neceſſarily be in a 
very miſerable Condition , fince it 
could not maintain one Prieſteſs. 

But this Oracle regeived a terrible 
Blow under Coxſtantipe, who com. 
manded , or fuffered, that De/phos 
ſhould be pillaged. Zhen, fays Eu- 
ſebius 1n fro Life of Conſtantine, they 

roduced in the open view of all the 
People, in the Publick Places of Con- 
ſtantinople, thoſe Statues, which the 
Errors of Men had cauſed to be ſo 
long Time the objeft of Veneration 
Ng Horſbip ; here Apollo Pythius, 
there Sminthius. The Tripodes were 
expoſed in the Circus and the, Helico- 
nian Muſes in the Palace, to the rail- 
leries of all the World. 

But after all this, the Oracle of Del- 
phos came into credit once again; 
for the Emperor * Julian ſent to 
enquire of it, about the Expedition, 
that he was deſigning againſt the 
Perſians. It the Oracle of _— 

l 
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did continue any longer, we cannot 
however extend 1ts Hiftory farther ; 
for there is no more fpoken of it in 
any Author. But in all lifkchhood,that 
was the very rime, when it became 
filent, and its laſt Words were ad- 
dreſſed to the Emperor F«/tan, who 
was fo zealous far Pagani/m. I can- 
not therefore welt underſtand, how 
fome Great Men coukd put Angyftus 
in the Place of Fz/zan, and bofdly 
affirm, thar the Oracle of Delphos 
ended with the Anſwer it delivered 
to Augnftus, concerning the Hebrew 
Infant. Some * Modern Authors, 
who thought Oracies worthy of a 
Glorious Ead , ftnce they made fo 
great a Noiſe in the World, have con 
trived one very fit,. to give them a 
Repntation. They found in Sozome» 
nus and ZFheodoretus, that inthe time 
of Fulian, the Temple of Apollo, 
which was in the Suburbs of Anrzoch, 
called Daphne, was fet on Fire, no 
Body being ableto difcover the Anu- 
zhor, or Cauſe of it ; but the Pagans 
accufed the Chrzif:;ans of this Con- 
flagration, and the Chri/tians w_ 
but 


bated it to Thunder and Lightning 
thrown by the Hand of Gad. Thee- 
dorerus indeed ſays, that the Light- 
ning fell upon this Temple, but Sozo- 
menus ſays nothing at all of it. Now 
theſe Modern Authors had a Mind 
to tranfplant this [Accident to the 
Temple of Delphos, which was in- 
deed far diſtant from thence. And 
ſothey write,that by the juſt Venge» 
ance of God, it was deſtroyed by 
Lightning , . accompanied with a 
mighty Earth-quake. But there is 
no mention mage of this great trem- 
bling of the Earth, neither by Soze- 
menus, nor Zbeodoret, in their Rela- 
tion of the Fire of Dephae ; though 0- 
thers added it, to keep the Thunder 
Company, and to heighten the Pro- 
digiouſneſs of the Accident. | 

But it would bea very troubleſome 
thing, to give you a Hiſtory of the 
Duration of all the Oracles, after the 
birth of Jeſus Chri/t.. It is ſufficient 
to conſider in What time we find, 
that ſome of the principal Ozes ſpoke 
their laſt. But you muſt always re» 


member, that it is not underſtood, 
. that 
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that this was the very /aff time they 
ſpoke, but that it was the laſt Occa- 

10n Authors had to tell us that 
they ſpoke. 

Dion, who did not finiſh his Hiſts- 
ry, till the eighth Year of Alexander 
Severus, that is, in tlie 230 Year of 
 Feſus Chriit, ſays, that/in his time, 

Amphilochus delivered Oracles in 
Dreams : He tells us alſo, that there 
was in the City of 4pollonia an Ora 
cle, where things to come were fore- 
told by obſerving ,the manner how 
the Fire took hold of the Incenſe, 
that was caſt upon the Altar. But it 
was not permitted to ask this Oracle 
any Queſtions concerning Death or 
Marriage. Theſe peeviſh Reſtridtions 
were ſometimes founged upon the 

icular Hiſtory of the God, who in 

is Life-time, perhaps had an Occa- 
ſion given him of taking an Averſion 
to certain things: Though Iam alſo 
of Opinion, that they might ſome- 
times come from theill Succeſs, which 
thoſe Anſwers had, that were deli 
vered by the Oracle, concerning ſome 
particular Matters. | 
* Under 
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Year of Chriſt 272, the Palmyrenians 
being tevolted , conſulted the Ora- 
cle of Apollo Sarpedonius in Cilicta. 
They conſulted likewiſe that of Ye- 
mus, of Aphaca ; the Form of which 
was ſo very ſingular, that it deſerves 
to bementioned here. Aphaca , ts a 
Place between #eliopolis and Biblus. 
Near the Temple of Yexns is a Lake 
like a Cittern : And at certain Aſſem- 
blies, that are held there at ſome par- 
ticular Seaſons, there is to be ſeen a 
Fire in the Form of a Globe of Lamps: 
And this Fire, ſays Zoſtmus, has con- 
tinued to be ſeen even in our Days, 
that is to ſay, about the 400 Year of 
Jeſus Chriſt. Thoſe that offer, throw 
nto the Lake the Preſent deſigned for 
the Goddeſs, of what ſort ſoever they 
be; if ſhe receives them, they fink to 
the bottom ; if ſhe receives them not, 
they ſwim on the Surface of the Wa- 
ter, though they be of Silver , or 
Gold. In the Year before the Ruin 
of the Palmyrentans, their Preſents 
ſunk'to the bottom, but the Year 
following every thing ſwam on the 
top. N * Licinius 
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* Under Aurelius, towards the Xofimns. 


i198 - The Hiftoryof Oracle, 
® Zofiim. *T.icinins having a Defign,to renew 
his War with Conſtantine , conſulted 
the Oracle of Apollo Didymens, and 
had for Anſwer two Verſes of Zomer, 
of which this is the Senſe : Unhappy 
old Man It is not for thee to fight 
againſt Toung Men ; thou haſt mt 
Strength enough left, for old Age pulls 
thee þ i 
*Ammian. * A God, of no great Reputation, 
Marceli- named Beſas, delivered Qracles in | 
"9 Anſwerto Letters at Abyduma Town 
in the Confines of Thebais, under 
the Empire of Con/ſtantius. For there 
were ſent to this Emperor certain 
Letters, which had been left upon 
the Altar, in the Temple of Befas 
upon which, he began to make a very 
rigorous Proſecution againſt thoſe 
who had laid thoſe Letters there;and 
caſt into Prifon, or ſent to Baniſh- 
ment a great Number of Perſons, or || 1 
elſe cauſed them to be cruelly tors || 
mented : Becauſe by theſe Letters, 
they enquired after the Fate of the 
Empire , or concerning the Dura- 
tion of the Reign of Conſtantins, 


or the Succeſs of ſome Deſigns, 
whuch 
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which they were framing againſt * 
him. 
In fine, Macrobius, who lived un- 
r, | der Arcadius and Honorius, Sons of 
py | Zheodofius, ſpeaks of the God of Fe- 
bt  /iopolis -in Syria, and of his Oracle, 
ot | and of the Lots of Artium, in terms 
0s | which poſitively prove that they 
were all remaining in his time. 
n, But here we mult obferve, that it 
in & 1i50f no abſolute neceſſity to our de- 
n Þ| fign, that all theſe Hiſtories ſhould 
er | be true, or that theſe Oracles did re- 
re &| ally deliver thoſe very anſwers which 
In 
N 


are attributed to 'em; for the very 

counterfeiting of anſwers, implies 
7; | that the Orac/es were in being when 

thoſe anſwers were pretended to be 
& || delivered by them: and tis moſt 
d JF plain by the Hiſtories,which ſo many 
b- 3 Authors have written of '*'em, that 
or || they did not believe that they were 
- | wholly filenc' din their days. 
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CHAP. IV; 


That Oracles for the moſt part were 
aboliſh d at the ſame time with 


Heatheniſm. 


() Racles for the moſt part ceasd 
when Heatheniſm was abo- 
liſhd, which was not immediately 
aſter the coming of Fe/#ws Chrift. For 
Conftantine himſelf demoliſhed but 
a ſew Temples, end he was fain to 
make the horr:d Crimes that were 
perpetrated there, his pretence for 
pulling 'em down. On this pretext 
*7043. Ie plucked down the Temple of * Ve- 
mus — mus Aphacitis,and that of * £ſculapins 
*Eufcbius. of /Eg2 1n C:licia, in both of which 
* Theoo- "AE B v7 &f 
eve, There were Oracles, But yet he 
prolubited Sacrificing to the Heathen 
Gods,and by that ec1t began tomake 
their Zemples of nouſe.The Edidts of 
Conjtantins and of Julian (when Com 
./tantius had but newly declared him 
Czſar ) are ſtill extant, wherein on fÞ + 
pain of Death they forbid all ſorts of 
Div 


Divination, not only Aſtrology, in-- 
terpretation of Dreams and Magick, 
but alſo toretelling by the flights of 
Birds, and by the entrails of Beaſts ; 
which gave a mighty ſhock to the 
Religion of the Romans, And indeed 
the Emperors had a particular intereſt 
in prohibiting all kinds of fortune- 
telling, becauſe one or other was al- 
ways inquiring about their Deſtiny, 
and eſpecially to know who was to be 
the next Succeſſor, who uſually,upon 
the flattery of the Diviner, made a 
revolt, and ſet up his own claim to 
the Empire. 

As there were many Oracles re- 
maining, when Jultan was proclaim'd 
Emperor , fo he apply'd himflf, 
as much as he could, to the re- 
ſtauration of thoſe that had been 
deſtroyed. For example , that of 
the Sublirbs of Daphne was deſtroyed 


by Adrian, * who when he was @ "Sxomen: 


private Man, having dipt a leaf+in 
the Ca/talian Spring, ( for there was 
one of this Name at Daphne as well 


as at Delphos, ) found when he took 


it out of' the Water, a Narrative of 
N 3 Whas 
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what was to befal him, and Advies 
to. think of obtaining the Empire, 
And therefore when he was after 
wards made Emperor, leaſt the fame 
Oracle ſhould give the like counſel to 
ſome body elſe, he caus'd the Sacred 
Spring to be choak'd up, by throw. 
ing a great quantity of Stones into 
it.. There was a great deal of inprq- 
titude in this procedure ; but Pl 
*Ammia- ax *,causd the ſpring to be opened, 
_ _ the Dead Bodies, which were Buri- 
mom ednear it, to, be. removed, and the 

place to be Purificd in the fame man» 
ncr as the Athenians had in former 
time purged the land of Delos. 
But 7«/zan went farther, and would 
needs be himſelf the Prophet of the 
Didymean Oracle - for _ this he 

- thought would be a means, of bring 
-1ng.. Prophecies into. credit , agaify 
* Which then lay under much CG 
tempt. As he was Emperor he was 
( Pontifex Maximus,or)Chiefeſt Prieſt; 
and tho the Emperors had . not been 
accuſtomed to make any great uſe 
of this Sacerdotal -dignity; yethe 
was 
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was reſolved to make it more than 
an empty Title: And therefore we 
{ke that, in one of thoſe Letters of 
his, which are come to our view, in 
the quality of Pontifex maximus he 
ſuſpends a Pagan Prieſt for three 
years from the exerciſe of his Sacred 
funion. And the Letter, which he 
wrote to Arſaces, Pontifex of Galatia, 
acquaints us with the way which 
he took to make Paganiſm flouriſh 
apain : He congratulates in the firſt 
place his own felicity,in that his zeal 
had produced ſuch great effes in fo 
ſhort a time; and then he declares his 
judgment to be, that the beſt means 
for the re-eſtabliſhment- of Zeathe- 
#i/m would be,to tranſplant the ver- 
tues of Chriftianity into it, ſuch: as 
Charity towards Strangers, the care 

Burying the Dead decently, and 
that Sanity of Life which the Chr» 
ftians, as he days, counterfeited ſo 
well.. He therefore commands that 
Pontifex to oblige the Prieſts of Ga- 
latia, either by arguments or threats, 
to live regularly, to abſtain from the 
publick ſhows and Tipling-houſes; 
N 4 £0 
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to quit all ſordid and infamous imp 
ployments, to addict themſelves,with 
all their Family, only to the Service 
0a he Gods, and to have a watchful 
eye upon the Galileans, ( ſo he ſcorn» 
fully calls the Chri/tzans, ) and to 
ſuppreſs their impicties and profana- 
tions. He obſerves, that 1t 1s a great 
ſhame, that whilſt rhe Jews and G4 
lileans maintain d not only their own 
poor, but ſuch as were Heathens too, 
the Pagans ſhould let their poor 
ſtarve, and not remember that Ho- 
ſpitality and Literality are vertues 
ſo peculiar and proper to 'em, that 
Homer brings in Eumeus ſpeaking 
thus: My gueſt, if a Man of quality 
much inferior to thine, had come hi- 
ther, I muſt have entertain d him; 
for all Men that are either ſtrangers 
or Poor come to us, as it were 0n"atl 
errand from Jupiter ; and tho I have 
but little to give, yet I give that lits 
tle with chearfulneſs. Laſt of all, he 
ſets down what diſtributions he ap- 
points to be made each year to the 
Poor of Ga/atia and | e bids the Ponth 
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Built in each Town for the recepti- 
on of Men of other Religions as well 
asHeathens.He thinks it not befitting 
the dignity of the Ponrifex to make 
frequent viſits to the Governors at 
their Houſes; but that he rather write 
to*em; nor will he have the Priefts 
go meet em, when they. come into 
any Town; but when they come to 
the Tewples,the Prief7s may' go to 
receive 'em as far as the Porch, but 
no farther. He alſo forbids the Go» 
vernors on ſuch an occaſion to have 
their Guards Marching before them, 
becauſe they are then to be confide- 
red only as private Perſons ; but he 
gives the Soldiers leave to go in at- 
ter them, if they will. 

With this care, and-this imitation 
of Chriſtianity, it is that 
8 J=/zax ( if he had lived ) would have 

ſome ſtop to the ruine of his Re- | 

to cut 
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Aurnal Ceremonies; whereupon Pre- 
rtextatas,the P rocomſul:of Greece, re- 
-prefennted to him, that if -be took .a- þ 
way fromthe Greats thoſe Ceremo- 
| nies, 
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that were not ated, than of pleaſing 
himſelf with the recital of a favour 
that was never thown. But this is 
certain however, that there are Old 
Inſcriptions at © Rowe, and in other 
; Cities of 7taly, by which it is mani- 
it, _ __ theReign'of 6-004 
»ian,Perſons | 
red the al Fanrobolis 
and  Criobolrz, 'that is to fay, The 
ſprinkling of Bulls Blood and Rams 
L Blood. by the great number 
of rhoſe Inſcriptions one world -n 
| made 
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made to think that thoſe/Ceremonies 
vere the principal ones in faſhion, 
during; the time of this Yalentinian, 
and the. two other Emperors of the 
fame Name. t 

Now they being the. oddeſt and 
moſt ſingular of all. the Z7eathen 
Rites, I ſuppoſe that a deſcription of 
'em will not be irkſome to the Rea- 
der. Prudentius, who perhaps had 


ſcen them, ſets 'em down at length. - 


There was a deep Pt digged, -into 
which the perſon; for whom the Ce- 
remonies were performed, , deſcend- 
ed with Sacred Riboxs and a Crown 
upon his Head, and in a dreſs altoge- 
ther Myſterious. Over rhe FP 
they placed a Covering made of 
. Planks pierced through with a great 
many Holes: Upon. this Covering 
they-brought a B«// adorned witha 


Garland of Flowers and. little plates - 


of Gold hanging upon his Horns and 
Forehead. - Then his throat was Cyt 
with a Sacred Knife, and his Blood 
dropt down through the holes thgt 
were in the Planks into the Pit, whi- 
eff che Perſon that ſtood there, re- 

| ceived 
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ceived it with mych devotion, cat- 
ching it on his forehead, his Cheeks, 
his Arms, his ſhoulders, and every 
part of his Body, and being induſtri- 
ous that not ore drop ſhould fall 
any ow but = bens - At laſt 
out he came, a fri peRacle 

all dawb'd with blood, and his Hair 
Beard and Cloaths ſtill dropping 
with it; but his comfort was, that 
his Sins were all waſh'd away,and he 
was regeftierated to'all Eternity: For, 
aSit appears by the Inſcriptions, this 
Sacrifice ifice was to thoſe who celebrated 
it, a Myſtical and Eternal Regenera- 
tion. But unleſs it were renewed 
once in twenty years, it would loſe 
its force, and the perpetuity of its 
duration. And Worhen, 4s: well as 
Men, were capable of this Regenera- 
tion ; and thoſe, . who were not at 
the Ceremony,might receive the be- 
nefit of it by Aſſociation: Nay,which 
is: moſt remarkable of all, whole C:#es 
ſometimes performed it by Proxy.or 
Deputation. This Sacrifice was now 
and. then made_ for the Emperors 


Court 


health: and the Provinces made their - 
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Court to him byfending fomePerſon 
in their name tobedawb himf&lf with 
Bills-Blood, for-the. obtaining of 4 
long and happy Life for the 
ror. All this may be prov'd out of 
the old Inſcriptions. 

But now we come to 7beodofits 
and his Sons, who put a full Period 
to Pagan ſuperſtitions. 

Theodoſius firſt in Zgypr , 
where he cauſed all the Zemples to 
be ſhur up: At laſt he went fo tar as to 
demoliſh the 7emple of Serapts,which 
was the moſt famous of *em all. And 
as Strabo informs us, there was no- 


thing "more Glorious in the whole | 


Heathen Religion than the Pilgrimas 
ges which were made to Serapis. 
When the time, ſays he, of certais 
Feſtivals wds zear at hand, it is hard 
to believe what a multitude af People 
went. down the River from Alexanaria 
to Canopus,where this Temple food. 
Day and Night there was mothing-to 
be ſeen,but Boats full of Menand Wo 
men,Singing and Dancing with allthe 
liberty imaginable, At Canopus Fhere 

were 
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were s vaſf-nnmber of Inns on the Ri- 
ver fide, which were of ufe for the 
entertarient of the P s and 
8g them in, their diver» 
ti therefore the 
foe who was a Pagan, _ 
to have had a mighty concern for 
the Temple of Serapts, and with Gall = 
enough he deſcribes its deſtruction. 
Men fays he ) that had never heard 
the —_ War, ſhow'd themſelves 


rogate to themſelves a Ps 
Authority over the minds of Men; 

and inſtead of thoſe Gods which the 
light of our natural Reaſon diſcovers - 
to us, they ſet up for objets of our 
Adoration, the "Hig of MalefaQtors 
who were executed for their Crimes, 
which they falt-to preſerve 'em from 
Corruption. Thusdoes this umpious 
your treat Monks and Relicks; and 
certainly 
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| 392 Te Hitojof fide: 
* certainly the Liberty'of thoſe times 
was very great, when ſuch lnveRives 
were written againſt the Zmperors 
Religion. - Rufſinus informs us, that 
the Temple of Serapis was found to' 
be full of ſecret. Paſſages, and' Ma- 
chines contrived for the Impoſtures 
of the Prieſts. He tells us, a 
other things, that on the Eaſt fide 
of the Temple there was a little I} 
Window, through which, on a cer- |} , 
tain dgy of the Year,*the Sun 'Beams | 
entring, fell juſt upon the Mouth of }} ; 
Serapis: At the ſame time, an Image |} 
of the Su made of Iron was brought || | 
in, which being attradted by a great || | 
Loadſtone fixed in the Cieling, a- || 
c 
P 
h 


DD. . 


ſcended up to the Tmage of 99: 46 
Then they cried out, that the San Þ} 
faluted their God : But when the T- 
ron Image fell down again, and the 

- Sun-Beams went oft: from Serapis's | ;; 
Mouth, they faid, that the Sur, ha- |} 
ving finiſhed his Complement, was | ;, 
oooh go about his own Af | |. 


- | Aﬀer that Theodofius had defeated || 
the Rebel Eugenius, he went to _ 
" f . ? -W 
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where ſtill the whole Senate ſtood up 


for Paganiſm. Their chieſeſt Rea- 
ſon was, becauſe, for',twelve hun- 
dred Years, Rome had thriven welle- 


- pough with its Gods, from whom it 


had received all forts of Proſperity. 


| The Emperor made,a Speech in the 


— 


: 


Senate- Houſe , perſwading them to 


.embrace the Chri/tian Religion ; \ but 


they replied, that by Cuſtom and 
Experience, they -had found Paga- 
niſm to be a good and convenient 
Religion ;-and if they ſhould change 
it for that of the Chriſtians, they 
could not foreſee what might be the 
Event, . Was not this fine Zheology, 
for the Roman-Senate 2 Theedo [74s 
finding, that this was notthe way to 
deal with them, told then, that the 
publick Treaſury was too much ex- 
hauſte> by making chargeable Sacri- 
fices, and that he had Occaſion: to 
imploy that Money in paying his Ars 


mies, . They replied , that their Sa- 


crifices would not be acceptable, un- 
els they. were made at the Charge 
of the Publick. But that inconvents 
@& was no Argument with him: 
"iS O of 


Fa 
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So he put an <cnd to all Sacrifices 


and old Ceremonies. And 'Zo/imus- 


does not let flip the Occaſion of ob- 
ſerving, that from that time forwards 
all ſorts of Misfortunes happened to 
the Roman Empire. 

The fame Author fells us, that 
when Theodofius made that Voyage 
to Rome, Serena, the Wife of Stili- 
ron, entred into the Temple of the 
Mother of the Gods, to put ſome Af- 
front upon her, and that ſhe made 
bold to convert to her own uſe a fair 
Neck+-lace, which the Goddeſs wore : 
This an old Yeftal Virgin reproved 
her very ſharply for, and, as ſhe 
went 'out of the "Temple, followed 
her, curſing her with a thouſand Im- 
precttions. Aiter which, fays Zof- 
1s, the poor Serena was often frigh- 
ted (both waking and ſleeping) with 
a certain Apparition, that threatned 
her with ſudden Death. 

But the laſt Efforts of Paganiſm 
were thoſe made by Symmachus, to 
obtain of the Emperors, Yaſentinian, 
Theodofms, and ' Arcadins , the Rev 
eſtabliſhment of the Privileges of the 

Veſtals, 
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Is The Hiſtory of Oracle, 19g . * 
Veffals, and of the Altar of Yifory 4 
it the Capiro/; but all the Wor 
knows with what Vigour St. Ambroſe 
oppoſed him, Yet it appears by the 
very Proccedings in that Contention, 
that Rowe did in thoſe days -retain a 
ſtrong Tinctare of Paganiſm, For 
St. Ambroſe asks. Symmachus, why 
the Pagans are not *contented with 
having the Publick Places, Portico's 
and Baths filled with their /do/s, and 
Af nothing will ſerve their turns, un- 
" | kf6the Altar of Yi#ory be ſet up in 
: | thevery Caprrol, which is the Place 
I | of the whole City , whither molt 
* | Chriſtians reſort; that the Chriltians, 
d fays he, may, whether they will or no, 
* | have theSmoak of the Sacr ifices blown 
- | in their Eyes, the Muſick in their Ears, 
- | the Aſhes in their Throats, and the 2 
b  inceuſe in their Noſes. 
d Nay, even. when Rome was be- 
_ |} fieged by Alaricus, in the Reign of 
my Honorius, it- was ſtill full of /dols. 
0 | Zofrmus complains, that all things 
", | conſpiring to the Ruin of that: uny 
& | happy Ciry, che God's were:mat, jonly 
tobbed of their Ornaments, bur eye. 
| Oz ſome 
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106 The Hiſloryof Oradles. 
ſome of thoſe that were of- Gold or 
Silver were themſelves melted down; 
of which Number was the" Goddeſs 
of Fortitude , which from that time 
forward wholly abandoned the  Re- 
mans. Though this be a lucky hit, 
yet Zoſimus will never make it paſs 
upon us for the true cauſe of the tak- 
ing of that City. 

Tam in ſome ſuſpente, whether 
upon the Credit of this Author, we 


may admit the following:Story to, 


be true.” Honorins forbad all Perſons 
that were not of the Chriſtian Relt- 
gion , to appear at Court, with a 
Shoylder-belt, or to have any Mili- 
tary Command. Generidus, a Pa- 
gan and Barbarian too, but a Man of 


great Courage, who commanded the 


Troops'that lay in Dalmatia and Pan- 
:04ja, came no more into the Empe- 
ror's Preſence, laid afide his Shoul- 
der-kelt, and forbore to exerciſe his 
Charge, Honorius one day asked 
him, how it came to paſs, that he 


came-not to Court in his Turn, as it | 


washis Duty to do > To which he re- 


plied, That” there was a Law made, 


that 


1 : 


Ce Dre? DS 
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that diſpoſlefled him of his Belr, and - 
his Command. The Fmperor told 
him, that Law was not for fuch Men 
as he was; but he anſwered, that 
he could not take the/Benefit of any 
DiſtinQion that ſeparated him . from 
thoſe who profeſled the fame Wors 
ſhip with himſelf. In ' effe&;, "he 
would not undertake to at again'in 
his Command, till the Emperor him- 
ſelf, compelled'to it by Neceſlity, res 
pealed that Law. Tf this: Story be 
* | true, th-n we may eaſily' judge that 
Honorius contributed very little" ro 
the downefall of the #earben Religi- 
an | 


But at'laſt all Exerciſe of that Re- 
ligion was. prohibited: -on'- Pain ' of 
Death, by an Edi&t of the -Emperors | 
Valentinian the Third; and Martian, 
in the Year of Chriſt. q5x;. and this 
was the laſt Blow given; to, that Su» | 
;perſtition- | And: yet'we: find, that 
thoſe very Emperors, 'who were fo 
zealous for the Advancement of Chrz 

 Rtianity, did;for all that; themſelves | 
retain ſore Relicks 'of iPeatheni/m, 
which ſerved to augment their Au- 

| O 3 thority. 
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thority. As for Example, they ſtilt 
took upon them the Title -of Ponr#+ 
fex Maximus, that is to fay, Chief 
Patriarch (as it were.) of thoſe- wha 
divined by the Flights of Birds, and 
the Entrails of:Bea/ts, and of all the 
Colleges of Fagan Prieſts, and Sus 
preme Head of all theancient Romiſh 


Idolatry. 
: "Zohenns pretends that Conffanting 
the Great, Yalentinian and Yalens 


willingly accepted from the Heathen 


Prieſts both the Title and *+ Iabit ' of 
that Dignity, which 'according to 
Cuſtom was' preſented to: them at 
their Acceſſion to the Empire; but 
that Gratzau.' refuſed thei Pontifical 
Office ; whicti being related/ to rhe 
Prieſts, the principal amongſt them 
'replie& in a-great heat : 87-princeps 
ox. vult appellari Pontifex, admodum 


brevi Pontifex \Maximus fret." 1 The' 


Sharpneſs of wluch ſaying lies whol- 
ly in'the Latin words, and/it was 
grounded on the Revolt of Maximai 


againſt Grztienat thar time, with 2. 


Deſign to firip him of the Empire. | 
Z 
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The Fliftory of Oracless 199  * 
_. But the old Z»/criptions ſtill re- A 


. man Emperors into Gods: And well 


| the Title of (Feftra Divinitas 5 or) 


maining, are a Teſtimony. of: this 
matter, more to be credited than 
Zzlmus. There we ſee the Title of 
Pontifex Maximus g1VERtO the Chr7- 

ſtian Emperors, even in: the ſixth 
Century. | Two hundred years after 
Chriſtianity hadaſcended the Throne, 

the * Emperor 7u/tin amongſt his o- ' Gruce- 
ther Titles aſſumes that of Ponrifex © 
Maximus in an ſcription, 'which he 
had cauſed to be made | for the Ciry 
of 7uſt inopolis in [tria , which was 
called by his Name. PEP 

_ Tobe one of the Gods of a'falſt 
Religion was ſurely much worſe than 
to be the Pentifex Maximus of it, 
Now the Zeathens erefted the RE 


they might, ſecing they . made the 
Cay & fore 2 Goddeſs. *Fhe Em- 
perors, Theodefius and Arcadius, tho'. 
they were Chriſtiuns, permitted, Sym- 
machus , that great Defender of 
the Heathen Religion, to give them 


Toxr Divinity : Which could be only 
No O 4 taken 


s <4 

bi 

"Ix. 7 * 
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ſhould become to familiar and com- 


w - "OY 4 


taken in the Sence, and according ts 
xhe Cuſtom, of the Pagans. ' And in 
ſome Inſcriptions, which were'fet up 
in Honour of Arcadius and "Fon ®; 
xs, theſe following Words are to be 
found ; Devotus Numini "MajeStu- 
ti1; eorum, that is, Devoted to their 
Divinity and Majefty. 

* But the Chriſtian Emperors went 
farther than the , bare receiving of 
thoſe Titles ; for they gave them tq 
themſclves: As appears by the Con- 
ſtitutions ( or Laws) of Theodoftxs, 
Valent inian,. {{onortus and-Arcad!us; 
wherein they ſometimes © call their 

dicts, Heavenly Statutes, 'and Di- 
Wine Oracles: And ſometimes the 
ay expreſly, The moſt bappy Expeds- 
tion of wir Divinity, Ge. | 
"" It may befaid, rhat' this was *no- 
ching but the S;/2 of -the Court"of 
Chancery ; Lur it was cerrainly an 
unjuſtifrable 20d ridicuſfous $7: un- 
der the Heat: 2 Religion its ſelf, and 
a blaſphemous one under cheChr itt 
as. And'thcrefore it is very Won- 
derful, that fuch like Extravagancies 


mon 


+ 


mon « way of ſpeaking, that they 
were in every Bodies Mouth. 

The Truth is, that Flattery, which 
SubjeRs are ſo apt to beſtow. upon 
their Sovereigns,- and the * natural 
Fondneſs which Princes have for 
Praiſe , made the Cuſtom of uſing 
theſe Expreſſions, laſt longer than it 
ought to have done, 1” confeſs that 
the Flattery and the Fondneſs in this 
Caſe were each of them very extraor- 
dinary inits kind : And it is nowon- 
der, ſince” they are things uncapable 
of being limited to any bounds? T1 
A Man ſhould be in earneſt when he 
gives another Mar theTitle of:a 'God 


is hard to conceive, and yetthe-fre- 


un takes off» the Wortder'y 'but 
that ehis Marſhould accept the Ti 


''tle, and that with ſo- much cafineſs, 


as by s to come to the giving 
ob 7 to himſelf- (and- all this while 
havea right Notion of what'is truly 
called God,) ' This, I fay, isathing 
that I know nothow togive ſuchan 
Account of, 3s will fave the Honour 
of Humane Nature. 


As 
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As for the Title of Pontifex Maxi- 
»us, T do not ſee what was in it, 
that could: flatter the. Vanity of the 
Chriſtian Emperors. into the making 
it ſo much their Intereſt to conſerve 
It : But, perhaps, they-thoughe that 
it was of fome uſe for the imprinting 
of a refpettfal Awe in the Minds of 
thoſe that were ſtill of the Heathen 
Religion : Or, it maybe, ts plea- 
ſeh rhemſcives with the Supremacy 
Anbignay of that Tire yhay af 

that. Title they aſſu- 
med to themſelves, In effet, upon 
certzin Occafions they were Magdle- 
rial enough in their'uſe of- it: And 
fome-"Anthors would perfwade us , 
that the Emperors quitted their Pre- 


tenſions to this Tittez/out of Reſet 
tothe Pope ; whoy it ſeems, began' 


to be spprehenfive-that they m' BY 
make ill uſes of it, | 

But-it'is not fo ſurprizing by far,to 
ſee theſe Heathen remains continue 
for ſome time: in the Chriſtian Rel 
giorl, '4s tor ſee what was moſt: bar- 
barous, extravagant, and diredtly;op- 
polite toReaſon and the common _ 
tere 
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ecreſt of Mankind;keep fuchfwas foor- 
ing, 2s to be the laſt that left the 
Ficid of all the Pagaw Superſtitions, þ 
mean, Hu#maxe Sacrifices. 'ThatRe- 
lgion was certainly very fantaſtical 
and: fall of Variety ; for it conſiſted 
of ſome thi remely frokick, and 
others no leſs mournful. In one Place, 


the Ladies go to the Temples” in a 


fit of Devotion, tooffer their Favours 
to the firſt Comer : And in another 
place, .the 'ſame Devotion cauſes the 
throats of Men to be eutupon an Al- 
tar, Theſe deteſtable Sacrifices were 
practiſed by all Nations : «The Greci- 
ans celebrated them, as well as the 
 Scythians, though not ſo often ; and 


the Romans (for all that they obliged 


the. Carthaginians, 1n -@ Treaty of 
Peace concluded between them, not 
to ſacrifice their Children to Satsrs, 
according to the Cuſtom derived 
from their Anceſtots, the Phenicians, 
yet). did themſelves every Year offer 
up aMan-to Jupiter. Latialis. Eu- 
ſebius cites Porphyrius tor this, as 4 
thing ſtill in uſage in his Days. 
Lattantius and Prudentins, the one 
| in 
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204, The HiſtwyofOratles, 
in the. beginning, and the other in 
dences of the fame thing , each of 
them for his own Time. Theſe Ce- 
remonies, that were. ſo full of Hor- 
rour, laſted as ] as the Superſti- 
tion of Orac/es, which was only ly. 
ableto the Reproach of Stupidity and 
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CHAP. Y: 


That if Heatheniſm had not been 

aboliſh'd,yet Oracles would have 

ceaſed; and the firſt particular 
Reaſon hereof. | 


y # HE down-fall of Zeathenifm, 
when,Chri/tianity triumphed 
over it, could do no leſs than'involve 
Oracles in the common ruine with 
its ſelf. But it may be farther af 
ſerted that Chriſtianity, even before | 
it became the reigning Religion, was $4 
an irreſiſtible enemy to"Oractes; ' for 
the Chr:Fjans mads it their buſineſs 
to diſabuſe mankind,and diſcover im- 
poſtures. And yet it the Chri/tian Re- 
ligion had never been, Oracles would 
for other reaſons have loſt their cre- 
dit by degrees, and at laſt have 
quite fail'd, | S4 

It was obſerv'd that they began 
to degenerate from the very- time 
when 


306 The Hiftory of Oratles, = 
when they left off giving their an-' 


ſwers in Verſe. Plutarch has writ- 
ten.a tra& expreſly to enquire about 
the reaſon of this Charge, wherein 
( according to the faſhion of Greek 
Aurhors))he ſets down all that could 
be faid on this fubjeR, either true or 
falſe. Firlk he faies, that the'God who 
inſpires the Pythian Prieſteſs propor- 
tions himſelf - to her Capacity, and 


does not anſwer in Verſe by her, un- 


fefs ſhe have a natural faculty-that 
way ; for the prediQtion *only be- 
longs to Apollo, but the manner of 
Expreſſion to the Prieſteſs. Thus, 
it is not the fault of the Mufician, if 
he cannot makeas good melody with. 
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2 Cittern as with 4 Lute; for the || 


property of the Inſtrument muſt be 
conlidered. Suppoſe, it had been the 
cuſtom for the Oracle to deliver its 
anſwers m writing, could we reaſo- 
nably deny that 4po//o infpired *em), 
unleſs the Priefte/s wrote 'em in-4 
fair hand. The Soul of the Prophe- 
teſs, when united to Apollo, is lik 
an innocent Maid: when he is firſt 
Married, who is ignorant : both be 

/ +4 


C 4 
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the pteafure and the-duty of her new | 
condition. | 

But why then \did the Ancient 
Prieſteſſes always anſwer in Verk - 
Were not they as pure and Virgin 
Souls, contracted to Apodo? To this 
Plutarch rephes firſt of all, That even 
the Ancient Prieffeſſes did/now | ane 
then ſpeak in Proſe. And beſides 
| | this, an Old times all People were 
- | born Poets: fo that, as he tells us, 
; | they had no fooner drank & little 
. | freely, but they. made Verlſes.; they 
f | had no ſooner caſt their eyes on a 
| | Handſom Woman, but they were 
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* | all Poly, and their very common 
;\ | diſcourſe tel! naturally into Feet and 
; | Rhime: So that their Feafts and 
, | their Coure/bips were the moſt dele- 
, | cable things inthe World, But now 
- | this Poetick Genius has deſerted Man- 
; | kind : and tho' our paſſions be as ar- 
dent as thoſe of our Anceſtors, and 
we talk as much as they did, yet 
Love at preſent creeps in-humble 
proſe.” And even all the Socrates's 
and Plato's, who diſcouried fo much 
concerning that agrecable mo 
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208 The Hiſtory of Oracles; 
had not- the leaſt. skill in Poetry, 
Now all this has too much faney 
2nd too little truth in it, to deſerve 
2 ſerious anſwer. But Pl#tarch gives 
us another reafon, which has 
thing more of probability ; which is 


this ; that the Ancients wrote al- ,J- 
waies in Verſe, whether they treated F 
of Religion, Morality, Natura? Phils 
ſophy or Aftrology. Orpheus and He 
flod, whom every body acknowled- 
ges for Poets, were Philoſophers allo: 
and Parmenides, Xenophanes, Empe- 
docles, Eudoxus, and Thales, whom 
all Men own for Philoſophers, were } 
Poets too. Itis very ſtrange indeed || ! 
that Poetry ſhould be elder Brother || * 
to: Froſe, and that Men did not” at || * 
firſt light upon the moſt naturat and | 
caſie .way of expreſſing their | t 
thoughts;bbt it is very probable,that t 
fince all their writings were as fb | ' 
many precepts, they were ſhap'd into || { 
meaſured lines, that they. might: be || 7 
the morecafilyremembred:and there- | t! 
fore all their Laws and their rules of || 0! 
Morality werein Verſe.” By this we þ| 
tmay fee that Poetry bad a. muck} f fi 
| mare 
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4 fick Philoſophers ; but Apolo conti- 
P 


more ſerious beginning than' is/ uſis-: 
ally'imagin'd; and:that -the Muſes 
have of late days nat 


from their original Gravity: "Who - 
would irnagine thatthe O/df. Sratures 
ſhould by right have | been wrinten” 


Þo Merre, 'and Chancer's Tales in 


ofe > There was a neceflity ' there- 
fore, - /ares 'PIutarch, thit Ancient O- 
racles ſhould be deliver'd vin - Verſes, 
ſince all matters of importance were 
ſv; for polo: was' then willing to 
follow the mode of-xtoſe times, and 
when Profe came afterwards to be in 
_ he was for being 'in the: faſhion 

ll, : 
* Iamofthe fame opinion my. ſelf, 
ind believe that Orac/es at firſt gave 
their - anſwers in 'Verſe;. both thar 
they might be more eaſily" remem- 
bred, and to comply with the cuſtom 
which had condemned Proſe tobe u- 
ſd only intrival diſcourſeg,But Hiſto- 
ry and Philoſophy began'to ſhake off 
thoſe uſtleſs Chains about . the Reign 
of Cyrus. For” Thales, who lived ar 
that time, was one of the laſt Poe- 
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nued to ſpeak in Verſe ll about For, 


r hus'sdgies,as Ciceroinforms 

was about two hundred ol any ny 
years after Cyrus. Whence it appears, 
that Poetry beitg found Para, yg to: 
the digni 
To _— at. Delphos, as long as it was 
poflible ; deiphr laſt plain» Proſe get- 
tivg the: victory baniſt'd. it yu 
from thence. - 

- Plutarch (could hardly be. in car- 
neſt, when he. faid, that Orac/es were 
therefore at laſt pronounced in in 
becauſe People began to - 
clearer anſwers, and to be weary TY 
the Myſterious bombaſt of Yerſes, 


For whether it were the Gods or but 


the Pri:/ts that (| ok I would fain 
know how Men 
obſcurity. 


But he has more probability on vi 


his ee _ he _ that 
Pro verifying fell ' into con- 
ys - iſ roars. rw thoſe 
Fortune-telſers, who wo» er 

the High-ways, were con by 
the Rabble: Now, the Prieffs who 
belonged to the Temples, ſcorn'd - 


ty of Oracles, it was retain'd 


rſt accuſe. 'em of } 


o 
++ 


The Fiſtory of Oracles. © 
OI CAING in , common 
wi ſe Gypfres; for they thought 
themſelves 4 a nobler and graver 
fort of Fortune-tellers ; which makes 
a mighty difference, ll affureyou,in 
this great affair. 

But Platarch reſerves his: true 
reaſon till laſt? which is, that ini for- 
mer times'Men went to confult at 
Delphvs only about matters of the”: 
h uence ; as Wars, Buil- 
ding of Cries, intereſt of X#ings- and 
Comtmonwealths ; whereas now adays, 


| ſajes he, every ordinary Perſon runs 
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thither toask the” Oracle, If they 
ſhall Marry, Tf they ſhall buy a ſlave, 
If they ſhall thrive by thelt Trade ; 
and when 4 Cy ſends thirher, 'tis 
only to enquire, whether their Lands 
will yield a good Crop,or their Cattle 
increaſe, © Theſe queſtions deſerve 
not the trouble of an anſwer in 
Verſe, for'if Apollo ſhoulditake that 
pains, he'would be like thoſe Sophi- 
ſters, who labour mightily ro ſhow 
their leirning, when there is no pro- 
per occaſion for it. 

But now I come to that. which 
P 2 Was 
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212 The Hifloryof Oralles. © 
was the moſt effeQual eauſe of the- 
wine of Oracles. © The Romans\made- 


themſelves Maſters of all Greece, and 


thoſe Kingdoms founded by - Alex-. 
ander's Succeſiors : and asfoon as the 
Grecians had ſubmitted to the Ro- 


man Y oke, *from which they had no 


hopes of being ever free, they were. 
no longer agitated with the conti- 
nual diviſions and quarrels. which 


had wont to' haraſs © thoſe, 
States , - whoſe intereſts were 


mightily embroiled ; for their com-+ 
mon Maſters made 'em all quiet, and+ 
peace was the product of their flave- 
ry. And 1 think, the Greeks /had" 
never happy days till then;; forthey: 
lived in a profound tranquility, and. 
het time 


in pertect eaſe; they paſled t 
_ 1n their places of -exerciſe,'in their 
Theaters andin their Schoo's0f Philo 
/ophy. They had publick ſports, 
Comedies ,- Diſputations and Haran- 
gues;and for Men of theitGenias,what 
could be deſired wore ? Bur all this 
#fforded little buſineſs for-Oracles , 
and there was very ſeldom any.occa- 


fon to importune the - De/phian Gl 
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And it is very eaſie to imagine, that 
the -Prieſss would not give: them- 
klves the trouble of anſwering in 

erſe, when they found their trade 
fell off; and the profit of it was not 
worth the while. 

And as the Romans did the Cr cles 
ſome prejudice by the peace which 
they eſtabliſhed in Greece, ſo they 
did them more by the flight [eſteem 
which they had of 'em themſelves : 
for their folly did not lie that way ; 
{| they addicted themſelves only to 
the Books of the $i4y/s and to the 
| Tuſcan Divinations, which were per- 
» | formed by the obſervations of the 
: | flights of Bzrds and the entrails of : 
| | Sacrificed Beaſfs. Now the maxi- _ 
, | mes and opinions of the Victors, ea- 


| ſily obtain amongſt the Conquered; 
- | and therefore it is no wonder that 
Qracles, being a Greek invention-, 
ſhould follow the fate of Greece; and 
that as with her they flonriſh'd- in 
proſperity,ſo with her they loſt their 
Ancient Glory. | 
But for all this, we muſt acknow+ 
ledge, that there were ſome races 
| | F2 in 
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Statins, 


bout it, there are ſeveral litthe _ 


x 


in Italy. Tiberius, as Suetonius fays, 


went to the Orac/e of Geryon near 


Padua ; where there was a-certain 


Spring, if we will believe Claudian, 


whichreſtored ſpeech to the Dumb 
and healed-all ſorts of Diſeaſes. Sueto» 
nius (aies further, that 7iberins had 
oncea mind to deſtroy” all theOracles 
that were near Romezbut he was pre- 


A) vented by the miracle of the Prene- 


/tine Lots, which, when they were 
brought up to Rome in a Box well 
lock'd and feal'd, were not ta be 
found there ; but when the Box was 
carried back to Prene/te, then they 
were found in it again. 

To theſe Lotsof Preneſte and 
thoſe of A4ntium, we muſt add the 
Lots of the * 7emple: of | Hercules 
Which was at 7ibar, 

- Pliny the Younger thus deſcribes 
the Oracle of Clitumnus the God of x: 
certain River 4n 7/mbria:7be Temple 


+ Ancient and much revered; in it 


Sands Clirumnus i» a Roman habit, 
and his Lots manifeſt his Preſence aud 
the power of bis Divinity. Round a- 
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-pels, iv ſome of which there are four- 
Les and Springs : for — ts, 
as it were, the father of many other 
little Rivers which join. with its 
Streams. There s a Bridge which 
ſeparates the Sacred part of theſe 
Waters from the prophane. Abve this 
Bridge Men may only go in Boats; "hut 
below it they may bathe themſelves 
i the River. This is the only River 
of my acquaintance that was Oracu- 
lar, tor they had-other buſineſs to do 
than to turn Fortune-telers. 
But there were Orac/es at Rome it 
ſelf, Had not Z#/cu/apirs one in-his 
Temple which ſtood ia an Hflavd in 
the River Tib«r2 There has been 
found at Rome a piece of a Marble 
Table, wherein the Miracles of A- 
ſcalapins are engraven in Greek. One 
of the moſt conſiderable of which, is 


this that follows, tranflated word for 


word from the Inſcription. © Ar #he 
ſame time the Oracle made * this 
axſwer to a'Blind Man Named Caius. 
He was bid go to the Sacred Altar, 
and kneel down and. Worſhip there ; 
then to go from the Right fide to the 

P 4 Left, 
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” "216 The Hiſtogof Oracle © 
5 Left, and lay his frve fingers upon the 


, Altar, ' and afterwards clap his hand _ 
A upon, his Eyes. After all this was” 
done, the blind Man was reftored” | 
to his ' Sight, . as all the: People ' 
were Witneſſes, and teftifyed. the joy" 
which they recerved” in ſeeing. ſuch. 
mighty wonders wrought 'in"the Reign 
of our Emperor Antoniaus. The two 0+ 
ther Cures are leſs miraculous;for one | , 
was of a Pl#urifie and the pther of a" || | 
loſs of Blood;(both of 'em-yery deſpe- || ' 
rate Diſeaſes withont doubt, ) but the 
| 


God preſcribed to the Sick Perſons 
ſome Pine Apples and Honty with 

. Wine and certain Aſhes; which were 
things that thoſe Men whorare ſome» || ! 
thing incredulous, will be apt toſay || 
are meerly natural remedies, | : 
Theſe Inſcriptions, for all that + } © 
_ theyare in Greek,were certainly done | © 
at #ome; for the form of the Letters |} © 
and the ſpelling,do not at all ſeem to | £ 
be from the hand of ſome Grecian, | 2 
Sculptor. Belides, tho' it be true;that | 2 
the Romans made their Inſcriptions | ! 
- 18 Latin, yet they made ſome few 
in Greek, eſpecially when he es 
Js ome. 
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Pd 


"4 /anguag ned 1N-. 
Temple of FEſculapins , becauſe. 
was | originally. a Grecian God, and 
brought to Rome in that gre: plague, 

ER the 


of -which every oge  ; 


' Thus we ſee that the Oracle of ®- 
ſculapins was not of a Roman inſtitu» 
tion: -and I doubt not, but that if it 
were an enquiry worth the while, 
moſt of the alian Oracles would 
be found to be of «4 Greet Origi- 
nal.” - -- By. 
However it be, the ſmalneſs of the 
number of the /tal:an Oracles, and &' 
ven of-thoſe that were at Rome it ſelf, 
makes but a'very inconſiderable ex- 
ception ta the generality of the noti> 
on which we propoſe. Aſculapivs - 
dealt only in Phyſick, and concerned 
not himſelf in. matters of. Govern= 
ment : and tho' he-had a rare knack 
at making Blind Men fee, yetl believe 
the. Sexate. would-have been loth ta 
have depended upon his advice. in 4 


caſeeven of the LY OE 


Oracles ; bet the State ME ed 

 jn them.» Thus the $5y//s Books and 
the entrails of Beafts ' g xd all. 
anne Haut 29a _ Ys 
contempt, when People notice 
that the Maſters of the World would 
not vouchſafe to conſult 'em. 
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C H A P, VI. 
The ſecond. particular cauſe of the 
Ceſſation of Qracles, 


UT I meet with « difficulty in 
this buſineſs, that 4 will not 
conceal, For if about the time'of 
Pyrrhus, Apollo was reduced to Profe, 
this implies that wy then 
_ to grow into diferedit, and yet the 
Romans were not maſters of Greece 
rill a long time after Pyrrbus ; and 
between the Reign 'of Pyrrhus and 
the Romans conquelt of Greece, there 
were as many Wars and Commoti- 
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ons in that Country as ever, and by 


conſequence asgmany: oh hos fub- 
jets to conſule the-God' of 'Deiphos 


| about. | | 
| - This indeedis true; but we muſt 
| alſo obſerve that about the time" of 
| Alexander the Great, a little 'before 
| | Pyrrhas's days, there appeard in 
Greece certain great Sefts of Philoſo- 
phers, fuch as the Peripareticks and 
Epicureans, who 'made a mock of 
Oracles. - The: Epicareans eſpecially 
made ſport with the paltry Poetry 
, | that came from De/phos. For the 
Priefts hammeredont theirVerſes as 
well as they could, and they often- 
times committed faults againſt 'the 
common Rules / of Proſodia, Now 
thoſe Bleering Philoſophers . were 
mightily coneerned that 4podo, the 
very God f Poetry, ſhould come fo 
far behind Zomer, who was but a 
meer mortal, and was: beholding to 
' the fame Apollo for his niirs- 
tions. 

It was to little purpoſe to excuſe 
the matter, by faying, that the bad- 
neſs of the Verſes was a kind of Te- 

12 '  Aimony 
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ES ltimony that they were made- by a 
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God, who-nobly ſeorn'd to. be tyed 
up to rules and to be confined to the 
Beauty of a Style. For this made ng 
impreſſion .upon the Philoſophers 3 


who;-to turn this anſwer into ridis 


cule, compared it to the-Story of a 


Painter, who being hired -to draw. 


the Picture ofa' Horſe tumbling on 
his Back upon-the ground, drew one 
running full ſpeed : and when he was 
told, that this was not ſacha Picture 
as was beſpoke, he turned it upſide 
down,and then ask'd if the Horſe did 
not tumble upon his back now. Thus 
_theſe Philsſophers jeered ſuch Perſons, 
who by a way of arguing that would 
ſerve . both ways , could equally 
prove that the Verſes were made by 
My ws whether they Were good or 

So that at length the Prief#s of 


Deion being quite baffled with the- 
= 


eries of thoſe learned Wits, -re- 
nounced ell Verſes, at leaſt as tothe 
ſpeaking them from the 7ripos ;: for 
there - were {till ſome Poers main» 
rain'd in the 7emple, who at leiſure 
wy turned 
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Fr into þ-m 6 tg 'the Divine 
ry | \ Pythian Prices 
eſs withal-in-Profe. - It- wamwery. 
pretty, that Men-could not bezeon- 
tented to- take the Oracle juſt-as-it 
came piping hot-from the Mouth of 
their God. But perhaps, when they 
had come a” great way fot it, 
they thought it would look: -fil- 
ly to carry home an Oracle in 
Proſe. hu 

Nay the Gods, being willing to 
keep up the uſe of Verſes as long as 
exer they could, did now- and then 
ſtoop to borrow a line or two'out of 
Homer ; whoſe Poetry, it ſeems, was 
better than ' their own. - Of this 
there are abundance of Examples ; 
but, both this borrowing of Verſes, 
and keeping Poets at ſtanding w 
in their 7emples, may well paſs 

nts that the old natural 
Poetry of Oracies had mightily loſt 
its reputation. 

But theſe great Sets of Philoſo- 
phers, enemies to Oracles, muſt needs 
have done thema-more eſſential pre- 
judice than the bare reducing them 

to 


ility of 
cara lie —— mote 
on than /it had” done before.” -For-.. 
when :Oracles firſt "crept out - ito! 
the World, Philafoply d fot yet 
+4 


ms ww os wid A ©. a ©» ©... 


wa ted tw ws aA "VW" ww A 


A bs . "' 
v 4-4 LSPs £47 oy 
CH AP. VII; 


The left particular cauſes 0 hy 
Ceſſation of Oracles. of | 


HE ow of Graces wer fo ſo 
1 gro at 
ered by.'«, thouſand ſeveral 
accidents. I " fapob that . Oracles 
were at firſt entertained with 
; more. convenient than to 
JI Os OR wy 
to anſwer every | 
be ſuggeſted by aneafineſs or cu- 
riofity : and I fanſie that it was 
with a great deal of reluQtancy that 
People parted with this ſuppoſed 
convenieney; and that Orades would 
never have come to an end as 
long as A a if they 
got been the moſt” impertinent 
things in the World. Burlar laſt Men 
were forced to yield to their own 
experiences and ” affer themſelves 
to be dilabuſed. T 
8g 


a 


n Is Og "rl 
To this the F gre. -no wal 
help by 'the/ Impudence, 
which they uſed in the Exerciſe of 
on alſe Miniſtry; for they th gught 
ings were ay Los: to po 
A there was no occaſion > 
any Circumſpetion. 
I ay nothirlg of the Waggiſhne 
of: He Orgcles, whneh they ſometimes 


* 4:hene- delivered: For Example, _ To a Man 


, Us. 


that'caine'to ask of the Deity, Whar 
he ſhould do to grow *rich, he -ati- 
ſwered very pleaſantly, That he need 
do no more than get -all *the Land bes' 
tween Sycione and Corinth.) And! 
ſometimes the Conſulter would make! - 
free with" the God: _ Polemon, "ſleep-" 
ing in the Temple of A#ſcidapius,' 'to'- 
learn of him how to attre his Gout,” 
the God appeared to him and told, 
him : 7hat he muſt abſtain from colh © 
Drink. Polemon replied Myou would 
be puzled then,my good Friend, if you 
were conſulted about an Ox ? But theſe 
were but. the gayeties and frolicks 
of the Prieſts, who would ſometimes 


| both give and take a Jeſt. 


But it was ſtill more remarkable, 
that 


up for: 
| Fry 
xterm map er gh pr make rh& 
+ Gol amends! for his pains” "Tis aot' 


hed,” ahedd:rodoekattes, Rhoda in 
che'cl{aheh and? u :$tory:0fi 


ta tliet 
nog 


Ieted?by: by ng; he: like 1 Was 
dote 2r!732bes itl wy And when! 
the'Priefiels of the Oratle of Patare 
itf Tycia' Was toi#ropheſie, ſhe muſt | 
frſt tated Nights Lodging all alone: "= 
in the Temple, whither Apolo, came | 
(fofſ 26th ) +9' inſpire hey. | 

Al theſe things were'praciſed'dua . 


ring 


that'd "Tower! belo 
Tent of ? 1 _ hgin 


ng the dark Mt 


in mes when Lien © 
were.not-to be.« ed. 7b, | 
idiwef thalviey hy NS-THIe 5 
{tives Saturn: of i Aw weg wh hnek | 
Women bronghe in the Night #6 his 
Temple, as he thought fix..to:ehuſe 
by the Mouth of his: Prieſt 
Many Women had 4 reoived this Hor 
—_—— t Re- 

none thent made any 
pos —_— Saturn, was 
the 0/deft and the leaſt a Ga l 
theGods. Bur at.Jaſt there was one, 
who: having had her Nights/lodging 


iwvthe Terple, .confdered ,with- her, 
ſelf; that nothing had paſſed 
but what nr gogren my hy capable of 


Tyr awnus /\could: 
ns Ro: And fo;ſhe ac- 
quainted her! Hushand with her Su- 
ſpicion, who hereupon accuſed 7y- 
rannus. The unhappy Prieft. be 
felled all ; and the knows what 
a ſcandal this gave to the Inhabitants 
of Akxandria. 

Thus the Wickedneſs of the 
Priefts, their Inſolence, and feveral 
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tainty and. Falſencſe Anſwers 
wotthd atlaſt have quite ruined the 

oof Oracles, and. entirely 
.&boli m, even | Heathenifms 
had not been come to a Period.But the 
thing became. more unavoidable by 
the Addition of other. Foreign Rea- 
ſons: Suek as firſt the Raillery of the 
Grecian Philoſophers, then the little 
uſe the, Romans had always of them, 
"and aff of all the Chriffzans utter! de» 
teſtarzior of chem, and putting) a full 
as to them and Paganiſm toge» 
- FNEF. | 


The Firſt Diſcourſe.” 


T hat Oracles were not deliver- 
ed by Demons, Page Fe 


mY _ > 
yer | Wx: 4:2 i&/ 


V\ZZE firi# Reaſon why 

Chap. x. the Primitive Chris 
ſtians believed that || 

Oracleswere delivered by Dazmons,. 


and the ſurprizing Hiſtories that 
were publiſhed comerning Oracles 
and Genii, _ Page 7 
Chap. 2. 7he ſecond Reaſon why 
the Primitive Chriſtians believed, 
that Oracles were ſupernatural,and 
the Agreement of this Opinion _ 
bl 
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Primitive Chriſtians;taken ric + 
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